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TWO WAYS OF STARTING A PAPER. 



The art of atartin^ a journal is in its infancy in 
Englard, Just fw wc excel only in roaat and boiled 
in our kilcliiUr we are ^rent in the iirt af ]uiinoljiii|{ ft 
nevk'spfiper only in the wny of vpending moiity. We 
break out into acres of poatcrs; wc take a page of 
the Timtt. We fliaburse many thoiuamla before we 
^ Ui prew with the Vmi immbcr. W<- (kHpatch 
corrcspoudcnts to every comer of the cartL, Tlii^ i» 
a princcrly manner of prooeedin]f. There i» no 
expenditure of ingeuutty, but tko mcuo}' il<in'H out 
CQpiou&ly, The art la plain, simple, rudimciilajy. 
Money, wc arc told, has no maet^. Yoii may bay 

^that which the ingenious man contriveji for himself, 
vitJioui uiityiiifE hia money-bag. Now. the difTurcucc 

[between the Uritisb specidativc jourualUt and his 

Freuch brother, i&, tliat the former buys that vhich 

tho latter coins for himself out of his ova bivty mind, 

I have been amused — bhall I aaj dost^lcdV — (Dc- 
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Cumber, 186C), by iLc recent cipbits of the two 
nnghty princes of all the departments of La Reclame / 
M- Alexandre T>iinias has a redonbtahl*? rivd. Tfie 
i)i|ili>]niktic resources of II< dc VUlemessaiit may not 
be so bountiful as those of the author of *' Monte 
C'liriftto;" but ihen the editor of the lute Evmement 
Rild of the preat'iit <laiJy Figaro has hoth oiuttey und 
brmns. Duioas U never so much pleased sis when be 
call show his pockets a Venvers^ and cr}- to his 
niiiders, *' Behold ! it hfts come to t!m pa»s with the 
creator of " Ijcs Trois Mousquetaircft!'' Not a red 
fiard hns he, tJiat brave Dumnsj who has been your 
delight so long I" The brave Alexander, to his ^eod 
CfGtUt bff it laid, never whines. You ft.-cl that he is 
mocking you, wliUo ho ntjts forth hin nubtindHomc 
prcdiennn^'Jit, 

Fate and tho Imperii! ccnsorfhip have combined 
to Hlart the«o two potentate* of tlie petite prei&e 
together in a race for a " coloasiiJ circulation." 
Your readers will reraemhcr thai the EtHhteinerU was 
Buppri'sseil, und it died wtth all the honours a fcw 
dtiys ago. Le^ No}/vdles lifid ftdlcn on bed days, and 
was at the point of death, M, H. dc Yillemc*aant 
undertook to make a new paper take the vented lire 
from the uhes of the old, and to kcej) the dead 
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f» rcfldcrs toother under a new baaner, 
M. AtcXFin<lru Duiiiim, liaving «ueu two liUk fMipcn 
decline aud Ikll under lum, undertook a greater ta*k 
tliaiL tliiit of hi» rival. To make a third paper *' he 
jflinvd tlioothcrtvo!" Wu liavc now a lUJly i^^a/v, 
instead of the Ev{'ncmcnt, uadcr M, i]c \'iIUriuc«Aaui : 
ftnd i> Motisquctaire (rcprcnciiting the old dead 
Muusijuttaire of }^car» ago uad titc dyirii; Nimvelh'S) 
tuudcr Dunaaa, Tbo two priucce arc face to face. 
One iH A sCTirred i«)ldi<*r, who has steoa many a gallaut 
fipht, not Captain Pen, but Generalissimo Pen. IIo 
b a gny, oum|>auioiuLl>lR sohUer, with a prodJj^alN 
store of luieedutc, incident^ wit, t^periencv uf all 
parts of the world and all degree aud varieties of 
men. lie in of the countT}' of Rabelaia; hip^hly 
elmrgcd M'itb the power of enjoyicg cverythiu^; niul, 
withal, tt oiOBt muUtrrati: m^iu, save in the work he 
nill eii^t daily from hia de^k to the printer's ilevlK 
lie is oriiud to the hi^^hcet Eind the shabbiest funune. 
If<i lui» been mounted hk« a potontatoj aad ha« Imd 
to count his balance of sous f I am uox tndUcreet iu 
ftayiii]^ AO, »inec I echo ojily that which it b;u4 pl^rn^^ed 
him to prial- Om' second doughty knight of the 
pen ie freoli in the fteld. He i« of this prcaciit time ; 
m dealer rathur than mi artist, lie mav be des^cribcd 
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US Jean Paul dcacribcd a pushing, practical man— 
"If I aee Ltm praying on a Mount of OliveA, he is 
about to build an oil-miU. up there ; docs he weep b^ 
the brook Kcdron, he is about to fish for crabs, or to 
throw Home one into it." Tbe old hitttered knight 
liums on his way to hattle ; there ia laughter bub- 
Ijliii;; at hjfl Hpa. Hv la a poet, evca iu the eouutry 
of Carueille. The freali knight carries in broad 
letters L. S. D. upon his casque, and his war-ciT is 
"Abonnexf* lie 10 jovial, fLud can do execution 
with hia pcu. He can sing " Ahormtz-vous** lo an 
mfiiiite variety of airs. But he ia no match for him 
who wetvra "Monte Christo" upon his shield, 

Duiiiua opeiia his campaigu with u dcchirution that 
be and thonc iiwoi;iAlcd with him m his new eom-^ 
pound paper, have not pot oO,00()f to spend in the 
way of publicity; but he believes they hiive 50,000 
friiTiidtf, &ud he bid* this army of readers follow their 
old leader, and comfort him with a little money. 
His candour is delightful; it comcis upon one like 
the »eeat of wild thyme after tlie bartering of a dusty 
mnrki^t. Dnmas ia n mnn who wcara not only liis 
hcurt but hio balance-sheet upon his sleeve* He tells 
UH how it was that he and the new proprietors of the 
Nfmve(lt» ctame together, aiul how his funeral fiitiUtion 



TTfO yCXY9 OT ftTAUTlNO A PAtSB- 



ou Ro^T de Beauvoir was iaUtTuptcd. W© are ail- 
niittcd not only to buy tlie neir Mousquetalre over 
the office -count er : the cmptf ca^h-box is set before 
u»- Wft are welcome in the editor'* saud-um. The 
radiant ^tcc of Duioaa nhiiicA tliroiigli i:rcr^v c<j1iitoii. 
What he did ycjir* ago, what lie is dohig now, what 
be intends to do, hi» grands diners and little suppers, 
hU trnvH* nml Ma Hmritii^K, hUoiiokftiid liix domi^ittic 
onimAUr will fnmisih forth once more the daily fare 
of his renders. So intimate doea the reader become 
with the life and the schemes of the li>:ht-hei\rt£^d 
editor, thut tit 1n«t he iu*crnin ta \\c f?uTiduetin|; the 
jourmLl hluisfflf^ nnd secmii to have u direct perHoimL 
and pecuniary ijiterest in ita ups and dowii». Uuma^ 
has never loat the power of e-stablishing an imme- 
diate intimoey between liitnself and his reiwlors. He 
keepH nu secrets back. For iiiataiice, iu the first 
number of hia MDusquetaire he is good enough to 
draw a contrsi^t b<:twceu hvr manner of building up 
til© interest of ft story, and thftt of Sir W»dtcr Seolt. 
I He describes Scott's manner boldly. Sir Walter, it 
kieemSj wenriiid his readers with masses of petty de- 
' taih and chapters of mieroseopic descriptiou. Some- 
tinK-a \tc irould write a volume, nay, a volume and 
u hrUfj of tedious detuih about a number of cfiii- 
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ractersj tlien the atoiy would break upon tlie lirJf- 
esduLiuteil reader, and, as tlie dramatic incidents 
happen, tho reader would soy, "Dear mc I that^a 
the man in the green plaid" and "The hnro i* the 
gentloman in the pointed shoes," of a hundred solid 
pngen hack. Thia was S^-otl's uiannCT. DnniDK 
eidopta tlie opposite pnnciple of composition- Tie 
secures the attention of hie readers at once by 
stiirtling incidents, and virid characterisation and do- 
script ion. 

At tliL* sliirtA of ?apn Dnmas comes dutiful Alex- 
ludrc Dumas Jiis, with a goodly aeries of masimfl. 
The maiims are ataxtling- Many of them are ill- 
natured, and moat of them want tJic " wasp'a edge " 
of the epigram. Tnke a nainjile of the fitartling 
ones: "Miracles arc the coups d^Hai of God I" 
Till* is among the hest: — "There are people who 
aeo no difference betncen a Sag and u livtM-y." I 
will add one more: ''God fi&]ie« for soula with a 
rod ; the dciril with a net." 

In return fcir these wicked proverhs or mttximif. 
Papa DuiuEv^, uddrtneiing M. Eiuiic de Girurdin as 
"My dear Girardia," and dwellhig on their close 
intimacy, proceeds to hcrlabour him, and to gire 
up tho eolumne of tho now Moufiif net aire to the 
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diftieedoD of the SuppHre d'une Ffmotf, Rnt l1ir 
iiuarrtrltt of iiutliuni are tliu njilvnUou of /e pHit 

M. dii Villeineaiaiit op*^na hia carapnifn^ not with 
tbe ica«t liiat uf ppv<frly, but ^vitli a loud flouriHh 
uf trumpets. He trcAtB hh rdulcrnt toulonf^ circum* 
Gtautial account of tho state of his ^reat bureau on 
the appearance of the dMy Figaro, We are ml- 
iiiittod to potfti in roviost' the gorgcuuBi cnrnngcn nttd 
ihe dainty meiorkis which raakc & dazzling line !n 
the Rne UiXAsinL Prinw^sj«'s «ud eouiitti«»cs und 
CcIchralTHl nctressrs Bucrcssivcly respond to the ^eat 
Dc ViltcmCMaut's war-crj', Alonacj;! Even th< celo* 
hrated corru'd^n« who had hatd ^omc differL-nces 
^ith the Evfj^ement <*iitors the hurmu, iind «cek» 
the dinvtor, and coqni?tte» for a truer find a prace. 
It would HGcni that on a certain Diomiitg all the 
bttm montic of I'aris gave it»ctf up to the ddightful 
task of subHcribiiig to the new daily Figaro, The 
clinrnking morning is dialy nud fully chronicltd. 
Even the frtiitfl of the ntunnng'af |Hjfft, In tlie »hap<; 
of abonneffients, are cxultingly Inid before M, de 
Villrnu^ssnnt'* read<^fH. Tlift daily Figafn is, mor^ 
over, tuuug^iratcd by a work of charity in favour of 
the vicriima of the late iiumdatioi)» : all the better 
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for the inimdated. I viU not loilure to prr into 
motifes. S&jT our neiglibiiura, ftt ctctt turn, in tbeir 
mocking way, "On k Tcrta ™ fdlc se nidicr?*' 
It would seem tbftt in her graitlest and » wc€ U a t 
farm she baa taken refoge in a hMnam oi oAoaae- 
me$iU ID the Rue Boeaini. 

Let OS confess that, beside Domaa and Villemes- 
soD^ oar newspaper specolatora are clmoay hands ! 



SOCIETY UNDER THE SECOND EMPIRE- 



WRBitf the time ftlinll linrc come for tn Itistonciii 
verdict to be pasaed on the reign of Napoleon the 
Thirdj timuiLg Uie inquinoa it vriU be the duty of the 
hiatoriun to miiki:, will be one? into the vt^ite of 
«ocietT of the time, lie will aeek for information 
nmid tin* light literutiirc of the epoclu lie will 
OOTiault tlic indcrfatigablc chromtfurmrs. He will 
wade through the abumlani grjaniii of Dn Vtfron, 
and he will note the iudiscreet revelations of Mnni?, 
Tiuiothee Trimm will afford him niaterid. He will 
find tnnch in the p<igca of the younger Dumas, in 
About, Gnuthicr, V. Fournc], D'Ajiglemont, I'oor- 
nier, and others. He will consult tliB stage of th<; 
time; nnd, finally, he will turn to the daily jonrnals. 
He will not find the advei-tjsing collimns uiiiu*truc- 
tive. He wdl read how Aspsusine waa sold to pre- 
vent wrinkh's; and how, by the use of The Pro- 
digious "Wat^r, people of a certuin ugc might nupart 
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to ttcir hftir the goIdc?a tiuta of the happy apring 
tame. He will discover a Eierieii of ra^CH succeeding 
each other; and he will mark rapid changes of 
fashion, not only iti drerirtea, Init in the frolour of 
people'* hnir, mid in the coinple\itni of people's 
morals. 

A certain small, sober, cultivated section of French 
Kociet^ affects to copy Kiif^liKh haliitft, or the hahitH 
thtit WCTC English. TlitMj Au^hnnnnex tnlk n1»iit 
fr home, cultivate quiet pleasures, and condemn the 
fashioimhie society of the Second Empire an noiHVi 
unrofinoti, sind immoral. They dedutt political lot- 
son* from tlie extravagant toilettes, the gaudy €qiii- 
pages, and the troops of gandins who are men of 
yesterday- It in imposMhle to mix in French society 
thnt is not decidedly Bonnpflrtiat without hearing 
tlic most startling stories nbout thL' extravagaucc of 
one eonnteas, and the amours of another. The 

B?in>netts D*A has ruiued her hnfibaud; her la^t 

drtsdoa for Compii-gne coat I0,()00f. The Viwouiitcwi* 
B— ^- has recei\"ed a reprimand from Court, Ttic 

Princess C is notorious, and has been requealed 

tft Jittfnd a little more to the hmtxi^tmrffi. A joke 
trnrcllcd the roiirnl of the mhm of Paris only a fcw 
woeks ago, the wit of wbich did not redeem its 
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connTDcss, and the pcnat of wliich rtabbed llie 
honour of a leaclitij; Htnte5rDan'& wife. It is iiii- 
forluuatc for the r\ihn|C powcra m tVuncc tbftt I'Vcndi 
men and French women viU iiiai«l upon making the 
private life of their gaveruoi^ their propcrtf. In* 
doed thf re Ia little or ^o private lif^ in PAri». Whi^ti 
a niiui ia not ini]K>rtaQt enough ta have his privak? 
doin^ si'nrd op by the chrvniqnaetM iii the public 
journals, or even to prijvide scaitdfil for a nciphbour- 
hoodj hb in tlioroii^Idy n-viewcd in t!»e ^nci^fft^M 
boi. Tljis publicity i^ouri«bc« the ^iicrd nppMite 
for acandal. Scandnl ia in every salon, and in erery 
dub^ aud in every c^f^. Evi^ryhody lives in a glass 
houfw, nnd tta tniiifiparuEK<y (loti» not apptfir to affoet 
anybody's inovenjcnta- The general puFttitiiy 1)egeta 
elTrontery. Ladies against whom the worjst stents 
aru tolii remmii in the fashionable woihL Let them 
be nch^ and witty, and w<r1l-placed, and tlury have 
nothmgto fear from the malevolent ton^ics of their 
neighboufB or acqiiaiutance. Who ia to displace 
them, ftnd bi<1 them tu^gone from th^ preaftnet^ ef 
honest women? Where arc the ccnm>ra who ore t^> 
deal with thisplcasurc-accking^Iuiighing, spendtlinfi, 
audacious throng? The epigram.^ are fsu^tenei) on 
very high places indeed. Scnndul is «o gfrnoral, and 
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oovers nil society so completely that thfi aplenrli^l 
subject of the latest damaging anecdote naila into 
the prefect's or mmiater'a drawing-room, it ni(iy be 
in the cbarrtotcr of Aapasia (fiincy baUa bein^ the 
rage in a citv wliere tnjiny roust be flebgbted to be 
rid for a time of tbeir own character), the tappy 
observed of all obaerTers t She is welcorae, for slie 
is witty — and she is not much vowc than many of 
her friends. Agai^^, her hoaband b^Iou^ to the 
actual reffimt; and ia a grand croas, and is callrrl 
" His Eicelleocy." 

The light heart that pervades Paris aodcty carries 
off, or Appears to mitigate, the aiii of the light be- 
haviour that lies behind it. People will not listen to 
a lecture on morals, nor read prosy bookn ribout /e 
home^ or any other dull Anglican institutioji. Tlicy 
desire, and xvill have, ainusemcutj and when iJicy 
go to hallB or to routs tliey have quite made up their 
minds lo amuse themselves, whetlier i( be at the 
Tuilerie«, or an aecmid in the Faubtmrg St. Honors- 
Let thinr acquftinUnrea be good enough to keep up 
certain forroe, vhJch, for the matter of that, all 
perHon^ of taste will preserve for their own ^ratifica- 
tiot), and they may break any commnndniout tliey 
please at bume. This general liberality dears the 
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ground. The race is open to all comers who can 
nhnw wrll-lirw^fl pnrknbi, Thr? Axtruvsigitiit hnvc nn 
OMiircd TTclcomc, The lady who invent* a new Trny 
of Spending m^ncj becomes a notable presence in the 
(^ of Botdevards. It coat a certain g^at lady 
\ j660O staling for toilctto» fit to nirfdW at Com- 
pitgne with t)i€ Imperial Court la»t nutitnan, and 
thifl for one fortnight ! Another queen of faahion 
ha« established a reputation for daring: ccpcntririty 
in her oovtuiueH. At the faiu^v dresit bulla that were 
given by the leader* of tlie Second Empia? soeiety 
daring the carnival of this year, one lady appeared 
as a rainbow, another an Are, and another as the 
sphinx 1 Wc have not, wo aro told, the animal 
spirits ncocse&ry lo do all this, and mut^h more, in 
Foggy KiiglntHr It Ih tmid against ns that ire make 
a «erir»iiK bii»inr!w of onr pleswarej^, and that our 
London icruton 19, downright hard work. But though 
our balls caonut be compared for bghtneaa or spirit 
with tho*e of the fashionable society of Pari*, wcarc 
not qaitr ho fltilf and ntaiH nit we vrrc — ^iihjeet^ are 
tolt*rutcd Ui drawing- room* tlint bnd no footing tbcrc 
twenty years ago. They have reachetl the chores 
of perfidious Albion from France — acclimatized by 
travelled ladies. We have the Traviata direet from 
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the nimmpa Elyswis, where virtuoTiB matTOTi& firet 
drew up ia long lines to ^ee her go proudly by vritb 
her appropriate scarliit livericfl. The dictum that 
the mtre silk for a silk dress staiidt* iii relfttioii lo 
the perfect rohe only ns a qiitre of white pnpcr stniida 
in rdAtioii to so muuy chnptfr^of Hugo's Miif^rahlts, 
belongs to the Second Knipire, and is io course of 
adoption in London. Uuder the Second Empire 
golden or red lia^ir h&a become the fa^bioa; the 
Tmviatft of hist setisoii bud goldeu IreAsea, niid jiow 
feahiQUable ladies pay £"5 im ounce fur auburn 
tr&fl8e». This is cot the ouly fasliio^i which the 
polite world of the Socoud Empire has borrowed 
ftNjm ces tlamts. 

Piiris *(jciety borrows fashions from the demu 
monde, and the dejnuinondt borrows niunncrB from 
tbo extravagant princesses, countce^es, and viocomit- 
e9sea> All Paris haa been stirred with the Sarda- 
uapAlian entertain ment, which a leader of the demi- 
monde gave on the ere of Leitt to the best male 
society in the Empire. The ladies were all uij* 
quoatiunably from young Duraa^' panier d, qmJizt 
90^; but their muiiuent nad their toiJcttcs were, we 
are tohl, ail that eould he debircd^ Mudemoiselle, 
the LfMtcaft, did the bououra with cj^t^utaitc grace, uDd 
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recciTcd into her splendid rooms prince, and dukc9, 
and conntft — ipd<M*d, M tl\e iiotahiHtiea wli^ figured 
nt tlic bid] giveii hj Prince Knpolcoti, or at thnt of 
the Forcipi Mini^tty^ wife. The lace and jewrls nt 
madenioiscUe's outrir&llcd tbo ricbca worn at the 
PidaiA Hoyid. Ces d/imfs, being tbe Leaders of 
fnahiou, introduGu) dreane--i U^le Prtrmi^ Smpire. 
Tlie effect of their example «>(KfU nppcarcd in tho ahop 
nindowB. Already crovd^are about the bonnet*8hop 
vindoWA of tbe Itoulfrvanl« mid tlu* Kuo di* In Phix, 
ntajiug lit tlie lH>uiict* of ounl-M;uttlc pnttrm wluch 
obtained before the battle of Waterloo, Made- 
fnoi«iello had seme En^Ii»(^li lords nod Gcnntors among 
h«r gi]««tR; gentlemen wlio thcu enjoyed m\ oppor^ 
tunity of cKimpanng the fa^liioiiablc and tbe demi' 
inonde s.oc\Giy of Paris, with the heavy and poni|>oui4 
parties that mark onr Londaij nca^on, Tlicy will have 
perceived that Engliab fashionable society has im- 
ported much from Paris nlrcacly; and that ffolden 
hair may possibly reiich thi* nmilcrate priftc fif £5 per 
OUTiee iu this country. They will have ohnrrved th4^ 
amtuttl iadcbtvdncbH of tbc lorcttc niid the Wly of 
falchion. Mademoisetle leuda fHahionH aikd borro^vs 
mauners. 

Who haa been the queen of the pr^sc^nt seafioii '^ 
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Who lias been t&mpted into the highest aociotir of 
Paris, by rou]eau% of bank notes? Who haa beea 
f^ted and made much of in drnwuig-rooiDs, bj ladies 
of fashion and their daughters? There is a noisy 
cafi ckantant in the Faubimrg Pois-ioimierej called 
the Alcazar. Here, wliilt crowds smoke, and driuk 
execrable beer, it has been the T*ont of a lady with an 
organ ns lond as that of the Dntchman raentiooed bv 
Morhoff, who could break a glass with the «oiuid of 
his voice, to acreech, and broadly act, comic sosgs, 
MiwlemoiscUe Theresa lias frimisbed the ijamim of 
Paris with a rich repertoire of slang ballads. Her 
success has crammed the Alcazar, and haa so greatly 
increased the consumption of Jjyona beer in that 
establish in cut, that the proprietor hajj found hia 
advantage ia retnininp the services of Mademoiselle 
at somcthiiig like JC3,000 per anuuiii, leaviiig her, at 
the aarae time, free to fulfil any engagements she may 
have — for i^ivate partiea. She \\s\s. many ?*nch; for 
since great ladies do not permit themselves at present 
to go to the Alcazar, Theresa must be l)rought to 
thnn. Mademoi«elIe Theresa sails into the company 

of the Princess B 'a friend*, rolwd in water- green 

silk, UJid glittering with diantond^, u« though she ^erc 
" tangled in a swarm of firc-flieB." That bracelet, we 
arc told, was given to her by an enraptured duchess. 
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*"<!rc heaped upon her by a Ixrwitchetl touTite*, All 
eyes itrefi:ce<I upon her. Aiidahercmaiciainabaahcd: 
«1)0 prcludoA at the piano — and then en avanl f Tho 
ladiea' eant tingle at first — ftt the saniid of very 
straiigc wonU, given forth at the riak of doing 
damage to the ceiling. Then there i* a titter; and 
then^ %vhcD Mademoiselle >« most nudnciously vulgar^ 
there u a ^ner&l l&ugh, and the fortuiinte ludy from 
the Alcazar is triutapliani. The gentlemen move 
forward to offer the tionnr thetr cfm^ratnlatiOTiit, and 
one hyoue tho ladles become faniUiur with her, Wc 
take till!* !*ei?iie from the rei^rt of an cye-witnea». 
MadcmoiaicIIc Theresa has burn] cmoin^andmorccopieft 
are sold of them than of the Empfror^s L^fe of Crejfar, 
Society acluiowk^di^oa ht:r; mid aixdety ilehlierately 
copies ces dames. The Emperor and Empre&s 
patronise thi^ ball at the Op^ra Comiiiue, where 
Bome of the murkiest reputntions in Pans flniint in 
diamoodsj abu^liiti}^ huticKt folk, wlio att'ul a ghiucc at 
them from the boxes. Is it all to wind up, as at the 
Sardanapaliati ball to which we have rcferretl> with a 
chaine diaboUqtte arid a cancan <t'ei\fGr, some monuug 
at sunrise? And how much of xheac laat wild mea- 
Lflures shall we liave teamed in England when that 
'time ha^s cocdl" upon our giddy ndglihtjura ? 



THE PAI-.\CE OF THE PRODIGAL SON, 

N(W. 1866. 

iJy the Uhatcuu (I'Enii, on tlie BoulcvarcU-oii 
the Bite of that wonderfully picturGatjue group of little 
tlieatras, in wMcH aonmny geiicmtioTisof Pnmgajriiiia 
found deligLt — ii vast edificCj Inglily ornnnieuted, 
and with pointed roof and corner towers, is receiving 
nowits fiuishing architectunil touches, The vast pro- 
portioneof thobuildingj a* s<^u frtim the BonlevBrdu, 
lea/i paf^iers by to imagine that it ia some national 
mouumcnt — the palati.il home of Bonie public deijarl- 
ment. It ia nothing of the kind. It is, the enquirer 
i» told, the gorgcoufi birth-place of a now eyatom of 
tntdc- It& plan and aft|M?ct are to dazzle the world 
neatt spring. People of all nationi^ fire to lloek to it, 
aftftr tht^y have n^vdh^d in tie wmidei^ of tlie ChLtntp 
dc Mar», and are to aec in its operations a system 
that is to regenerate and ennoble commerce. On 
paAsinfT through the grand entmnee» the visitor 
entcTi K vpaciouB quudrangle. IIq i< under a broad 
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colonnndo. Colonniu1i*a atrcteh nloiL;^ nil HiHua of Uid 
qtuidrtinglc, aucI oti ^ttirig into the open »jiace, he 
jierceiveft that there arc two or three ^orioa of these 
hnnilKonie «>rcri*(l wny>. Kvprj-thinij: u «tili(ily built 
in mnHivc stone. Tlic scene fliigge!»t* tlir PcJiiis 
Kovftl to the miDd — a Palais Koyal witli two or three 
sCone«, or tierf of iLhop«, I am toM tiiat no le«ft 
than £At)bfit'H} hav<% been alreaelir Hpcmt on thi^ pUoe 
of trial for the new idea which is to st«rUc the world 
next 3pnn^. Tho "idea" appeam to hftve been 
oripnnte<l by M. Edouarl Alexaadre, the famous 
harmonium builder, of Ivry, ntid waft f^rat applied to 
tlie aa]e of crgaua for tlie villan^e churcLen of Fnitice. 
In this palace it ia, we are told, to be npplicd on a 
great acalet to be hence spread ovor the empire, 
poiHibly " to the extinction of pnniioriitm." Tho 
iduA may be a Gtopimi out-, impiiitniljle of realisation^ 
hut it haa been filtered through the rainda of many 
pra<-tlcal men, it would neein, who have omt and all 
proiKiuDoc^d it to be both aoiuid and foanblc. At I 
have said it wns first appbal to the sale of oi^ans for 
nllago churches, after it bad bocn submitted to the 
ministf^r of publie iustmctiou and worship, and liad 
rocdvcd hid ^auction. Tlic mininter went ao far aa 
to appoint a comnii»«iOQ to cnquin* into tlic scope 
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and moral bearing of this new system of trade. It 
was on the leport of this cominission that in 1863 
the mini*tpr aiidresBed an ofiicial circninr tr:> nil the 
prefects of the empire, calling upon them to recom- 
mend the acquisition of organs in village churches 
and public schools on M, Alexandre's plan. From 
tills beginning the prcsL'nt monument ijas sprung. 
It is to curry out an esperinient on a ^^aiitic scule 
lo the honour of enterprising France in 1867, 

G-roupa of puzzled people collect about the ^reat 
building at all liours of the ^n,y, wouflering what the 
mystery may he. Tliere i» a large board fixed upon 
the scaffolding, bearing tlieae words, "Magasins 
Rcunis!'' The united shops! This name suggests 
merely a bazaftr on an unprecedented scale — an in- 
closed town of ahopa. A line under the title only 
decpcurt the perplexity of the reader. He ia told 
tliRt the united Nhops are built for the sde of goods, 
"under n new Bystem, with reimbursement by obli- 
gation- warrants." Now, what is an obligation war- 
rant ? Who i* to be riiirabursed V According to M, 
Timotb^e TVinun, the building ia already called by 
the facctlouBi wurkiueu of the Qnarticr St. Antoinc 
the Palace of the Prodigal Son. The ingenious 
French people who have got a hint at the pieaning 
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of in "obliK^tion varriuic/' or at tlio »copc of ihe 
onited^^hop plaD, bftve already wqtvh together all 
kinds of ridiculcKu and RuitHHtic vision* of the future* 
Of all the frcetue, Uovcv&r, which have obtained of 
hM alKiut tl»c Chfttcau d'Kau, th€ notion of tlie 
Palace of the Prodigal Son in by hr the happiest 
It will he no longer pc«Hihlo for tlio prodigal mod to 
TXm luQioelT Let him run np a tailor's bill Jta lofif 
oa th€ Doulcvanla, let liini cuvur hiaiM-lf with jcax-ls 
and porfuiues, and swathe himself in the finest <^ 
lini-nt, ftnd drink docply of the coatlirflt crus, imd 
provide himaclf trilh tho loo^t cxpttimvc lotud of 
homes, &ad tbo luuHt luxunousi carnagr's; and yd he 
shall be as far from ruin, when he hafl hown the lavt 
groin of hin wild oata, a« he waa when, Udcn with 
his vplcndid inheritance, he dccompcd from nnflcr 
the paternal roof. licnccfortli to be mined by ex- 
tnvagancc ia to he almost an impoaftibility ; jit Itsast, 
the way to tlic? dogii will be made as difKciilt in the 
future lis it has been easy ia the paat. Tlie wny to 
fortune is to become ba clear aud well beaten lu the 
path to the pttrisb church ; while the road to ruin is 
to be a mase which onl/ the very ennniiLg shall he 
able to imrftvel. The neeptical lau^h, ami shrug 
their thonlder:*, aufl turn on thctr Leels — they have 
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hetrd of K) tnaDv Bectlcmeiits of oiftn'a social diffi* 
cultii^s in their time. The shades of St. Simon, 
Fourier, Owen, and the rrat, dance before them. 
TliiB b Qu\y A wiU-o'-tlie-wiap — a corpoc caudle — 
flitting abcnit tht gravcynrd of tho ^vumerd. Yet 
the minister of public iuetruirtion, who ia no dweller 
in UtopifX, but r&Uicr kccpis hiE foot JimiU' 5\ecl on 
ttrrafirmat and has a liitbit of being maturr-of-fact 
ill his apcculadonB, has put his seal upon the plan. 
A conuniaaion, that least dreamy of bodies, hns 
npprovcd the culcuUtionA \tbicb are the basis of the 
united ehop«. Has thi? hap]ty time indeed come at 
ta^? In eating onr daily bii^ad shall wc be grinding 
et*m fnrour eliiicireii? The governors* of tht^ united 
■hopa answer in the affinnhtive. A eumini»non fmy» 
yea. The mmuter of the Kmpcror vouelisafeii an 
opprovin^ nod. 

The i^anU'ttt sfw^iidtlinft will be the m*>it notablr^ 
ecououmU We arc, iii irulli, Ircforo the puJuee in 
which till' ro^eiierutioii of the PriKligal Son Ia to !)o 
accompiiahed. Nay, the pTXKUt:itl vhull be richer fur 
than th« mlver. A spendthrift wife thftU he the 
blc«j«ing of her husband's dccliiiLng years, aid Eball 
deserve the liltloag gratitude of her cliildren. Every 
|iound apeut on a child from the Iiour wlien first it is 
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sWR<ldlecl u|ion ita nuroc's knees, shall he no mach 
montsj Uul up for it. Well may it ciow otct it§ 
rattle; for the mxmc proclatmi only so mtiky 
nhiltiii^ sUirad up fcr the comfort of ita fiituro. 

It Ih ill unler to realiM? thia happy dream com* 
I>1etcly, that these united shop^ have hccn built on 
this eitrHordtnary noaie, and at a cost of nearly Wf a 
miUioit of mrini^. Every induntry i« ta h<- reprevcnted 
under thc»c naaflive colonnadoG. Here every con* 
(livable htimati want can be aatisfied, and the buyer 
iiluill he thi^ ricli('r for hi* pnrrJinjief. A* by the united 
shop ^ys^tcni the diiM'f* rriidhr ■Imll pnifit the mttn, w 
hiA eotbti and bis shrouci stall not be lo^t in the 
QArth, but »ha)l ntuni to Iila ftucceasora, afler a time, 
in the ttlmpe of lo much aoUd ^1<1. The funeral 
baked intutx may be eaten with ttie cumfortiiii; rellec- 
tton that they mil rc-appear in the fihape of bread to 
the de»a'iidaEit< of the ileiiiirtml. 

I hnvv under my nyna a pntnpblrt by Paul Dei11o£ 
oil lliu art of savliijT by apc'nding- Ecoiioiuy could 
Burcly not be presented to tlie mbiit in » more agree* 
able forui. M. Dallus is no dreamer. Hi^ pamphlet 
ia merely a rcpriot fWm the Moniteur, He adinita 
that at the outset the idea of saving by spending is a 
!»tartliiig and a dazi^liti^' one. He then proceeds to 
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tuU hits reaidcra how he hiu «tuclicd the system cf 
" oblii^ation warrants/' and has reached the couclu- 
fticn that i^ieir appearnnce in tntde mnrlca & new and 
hiippy vpocli. We have Dot come upou the utlUeii- 
nium yet, but dh the horizon the light of a better day 
shimmeia. To him a happy future is as cluar as bo% 
Jour^ He has analysed thu foundation of the muted 
shops a^ain and again; he haa striven with all liis 
loight to find a flaw in the corner-stone of the build- 
iDg; but everywhere are harmony and strength. The 
united shops are marked with tliis paradox, " Buy, 
and you will have your purchase und your purchase- 
money," The passers by lau^h- Muny wonder who 
the fool ]« behiud thi? black board upon the scaffold* 
in^; but still the masons hold on lo thdr tvork, mul 
tlie day of opeuiug steadily approaehes. A nuDibcr 
of iinirlir*jil men have been found to club their money 
to^thcTj that they mny suy to the puhliCj "MHiilc 
we make a fair profit on our ca^ntab you, who are 
buying your daily neeessaries of us now, shaQ be only 
thflrrrhy laying up a fortnne for those who eonie aftLT 
you, or imlcLxi for ytiur own age. Nought tlmt you 
eoiiKume «hall be lost to you.'' "Cast thy bread 
upon the waters, for thoa shalt find it after many 
dayu," ^th Sotipture. Without any idon of pre&cli- 
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Rix chanty, Hat witli that of appe^ing to o miui'ft 
•elf-Iove« lie U told to cast fortli hia sulwtflnco of to- 
diij-j wbcrc he !*linll fiiul it» and subjc^ct tt U> lii» owni 
tue agidn atlcr many tlAys. The golduii age i« i^till 
far airay from oa ; but t)ie Age of social ecouomy and 
Mtnticticol tfCLcmoe ia upou -ob, and the trade combi* 
natiutia, on which tliu uiiiltid aJiopa are fuuiidud, are 
only ao many Guimingly-coiitrived aumB, irluch nn 
intelligent and impatic^iit man haa set himself anil 
hoBi worlcd out. 

The calculations on which the obU^ation*warraiit 
ayatem hm been €atab1i»hed, may be briefly described. 
The advantage or gftin to tlie pTireha<(«r la obtained 
by the sin]p1jficatii>n and corue(|uent cheapening of 
the proecu of dittributioiv The irholesale part ot 
the usual profits, wliich arc made in eomnaerce to the 
dishdvimUigfr of the eoTiniimcT, is suppressed. The 
150 iihu|)kocp(:ra whti will be ii^stuUed iu t}ie nuw 
edJtec, mh bo tbcrc at eitraordinarily lo^ n;ntfl> 
They will be saved the grt^at cost of separate adver. 
tialrLF;. At the same time, they will have a steady 
cuistoii). Iu «hort, \W r^liopkccpcrs club their 
espen&es, and find their rent, to begin nith, reJnced 
from about £1,000 a year to about jC150. The 
great saviag which tlie fihopkcopore viil effect in 
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their cxpcuBcti, Mid the ftdvantage of direct trading 
with the producer, form tlic basis on which the obU- 
gation-warrants are estabLi»hed. The Bhopkecpers 
will »ell at the usiiaI rate, but the extra profit of their 
operations, tlic profit derived ii'oni the actciety's \i\nn, 
will be kept back and deposited in the society^s 
coffers. Now, it is this profit which ia presently 
returned to the purchaser who h^s created it- It is 
f^i^ircsacd to liini in this w&y : — Saj thut bi; buy:^ a 
dress for hie wife of the value of lOOf, ; he pays Jus 
money, receives the rr>he, and with it an obli^atiou- 
wnrrant for lOOf. This obU^tion- warrant ia a. nego- 
ciablc security. It entitles the holder Ut the sum of 
lOOf. at the eipiration of Sfty -nine years. But this is 
not nil, A ccrtaiu amount uf these ohl^ation-war- 
rants arc pwd off every year by lottcty, like other 
public debentures or loan coupons in France. It 
should he obtierved, that these ohbgatiou-warranls 
arc amply aeuiirpd, the capital wliieli they represent 
being all plncc?d out on public accuritios. Sooner or 
Inter then, at latest, fifty-nine years after the purchase 
is made, the purelta«er or his representative comes 
agaiu into possession of tlie money he eX|iended. 

Say that tlic obi if^utiou -warrant ayatctn of trading 
had been cstabli&licd twenty yem-s age; under this 



Ttis VAXAci or run rtciptOjiL io^r. 



87 



A mtc1<Uc-c1aAa family li&a expended £400 e 
fOfir, Faterfamiliaci would hare in his iecretcirt 
obligatioii-^arraaU secured on the public fund^ to 
thf extent of i^.OOO, if indeed h« had not already 
rcali»cd jrart of this sum in one of tlic twcuty annual 
drawings, at each of wliich he nould have had a 
chance. At any rate, he woold have negociable 
fte^intirn, and he would iiiid hiiriBelf e\'ejy year the 
ficUcr for lua expenditure. TUeere oblif^iUiou-ivar- 
ranti are within the reach of the humbtcMt pvuve^. 1 
should observe, that every oblitc^ticn-warrant will be 
of the value of lOOf. The uaajority of purdiaBer* in 
die Mug&niiin-Reunis, ur Palace uf Che Pnxligal Sou, 
irill not invent to this extent nt one visit. A poor 
mother buys a pair of boots for her boy, paying 6f. 
She recoivi^ with the hoota a little priiitefl aoknow- 
Iwlgmcnt of her expenditure. When her little pur- 
chsscE in the palace are shown by her rcc^'ipts to have 
reached lfX)f,, abe repairs to the aodety'a office iu ihe 
palace, nnd roccivca the obUg;atiou- warrant to which 
she is entitled. By this simple process, this eco- 
nomical chopping or trading, the poor atother cuu, 
whil<i she ift spending money on her boy's ueeei^Kahesj 
poaitively accnmulntc for him n. little fund, thai may 
at his miijority be enough to purchase his exoneration 
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from militjiry service. A dazzling aeries of cases to 
which the system of obligatiou-warrante maj bring 
comfort aviil luip{iiti&aa, hiLs been drawn up. The fict 
of tlio dftu^liter b insensibly provided by the eipeoBea 
of hrr bringing up. An ingenious writer has described 
the new system in tliJa way: he aay*, that tho pur- 
ehaa<!r'a money i* merelv an advance made to the 
fehupkeeper, for which the i^ods dt^livercd arc the 
intereat. 'It follows, tlien^ aa a matter of simple 
jmtice* that when the amount of interest espreased 
by the goods has bcon earned at tho rnto of fi per cent. 
by the capital, the capital itself should return to the 
investor. 

There are certain articles, as bread, which cannot 
he included in tho o'poratioas of the PaJacc of tho 
Prodigal Son. The profits of the baker arc regulated 
by authority, and there con be no sinipHfinitiaDs of 
hift trade that vrill make a new profit; therefore the 
ouniHumer cannot ^ct his money back, even after 
many years. In tho Pulace of tho Prodigal Sou there 
aro to be no annuimccments of extraordinary bar- 
^mutt and ruinoua sacrifices. A fair re^julaled profit 
wiU bo miul« vn every mtidcr. The prleea of gouda 
will be exfix^ly thoflc of every £air-dcaliag ehop in 
F&ri«, while tlie purchaaer will have the aociety's 
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niee t!i»t every nrticlu ia exactly what iU vendor 
4eclai«» it to be. A grcst home ami Torcigii retail 
trade, on tJie obli^tioD-warrant sy^tom, is in prooeM 
of or^nisatioa^sottuit the prodigal sotu of all o&tiotis 
may csmhc to be the ruin of tbcir taroilicft, llie 
ImfldeirB of ttie great pa3ace by the Clifiteau d'Eait 
itkcn their nynteai to the opcratloii« of some of tiie 
co-oporativc societies of England, and with rejiAcm. 
Thctto obli^ntioEi-wjurautd closely resemble the ticket* 
irhicb niembfr* of co-operative «U>rcs receive on 
making a purchase — tickets which entitle them to 
& aUaro tu the trading profits of tho Mouiety pro. 
ponioued CO the amount of their purcliuHe. WhcTO* 
CTcr there isasimplification of trade there is naturally 
t gain to the consumer, aince every profit made by 
I middlo-mou or wholesale and retail traders or 
Satributon*, cotm-s out of bin pocltet, Heuce it is 
that the poorest purchaser pays the hi^diefit price, 
operative sacietiea had their origin among the 
bing cla&dcti, for the good rcitsoii that the^e clai^iic^ 
were the greatest aiifferera by the expensive com* 
plications of trade. The obhgation-warrant sjstem 
ift only a new development of the principle of aiiNrN*!- 
ationj and it will bu nn cxoc^edingly curious and in- 
fttructive one, worthy the scrioiia attention of all 
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visitors to tlie UniverBal Exhibition of 1867, We 
have little co-operative stores in our London byewaya. 
Our neighbouTB, however, have stolen a march upon 
UBj arid have erected a gorgeous palace in order to 
apply the principle of co-operation to the wants and 
taates of all classes. 
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Wk meet M. About on hcttrr proimd in his* new 
volume thnu he occupied in bU more elaborate nnd 
importftnt romance of "Madeloa." la "Madelon" 
hi* powers wcTc miftwaod- The sculptor'* hnnd wm 
full of cunuiiig. Every line anti ctirvc, und every 
delicacy of light and sUadc, were rendered with ex* 
oeedinK ^race ; hut the subject wim in itself reimUive. 
"Wo were gUd to part compnny with " Madelcm/' 
and vvrrf Bony thut a fine utti«t hod taken so much 
trouble to make us ac^iumutc^d with her. Now, the 
l\]rco is a fi;:tire ua attractive as Madeloii nA« re- 
puUiv(>. Leu]>old'B sad stiiry of tdl tKnt ik nohlc? and 
bright iu ^outh, hIiglitcO, ui the cold shudc of his 
mothcHR aristocroey, and misunderatoad hy lue ffLlber 
in the midat of his brUliant dissipation, !a one that 
provokeA good erootiom in the rcaJcr. TIjc picttirca 
of society through wltich Li^opoJd's fi-ail and sickly 
figure moves, are touched with an artist* s praetiaed 
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pencil. The military aceaea are as true to life aa 
Meiafiounier's fitrurcs, and as fresh. WLere the 
story opens in the Cafe d'Orsay, among a number 
of rDllickiug officers, the reader is at oace made 
acquaiBted wilh Captain Bruiuier— a d^Bliing Alaa- 
tiau aohlicr, as coiiragcoaa as a lion, nnd as tender 
to 111* little friend LtK^pold de Gardelux — well, as 
tender as the Counteaa de Gardelux should have 
been to so sickly, and high-spirited, and accom- 
pli^lied a boy, Brunner^a unaffected talk about 
Maman Brunner and Ma hour^eois home, with all 
its heartiness, is in excellent contract with the in- 
difference for her ovni fleah anil blood, and the oil* 
consuming pride of the Countess do Gardelnx, Therf. 
13 no plot ia k Tarco, But there arc excellent UttU 
CuTUA and bits of family history. There arc perfect 
wcenea, as the march oiit of the httle colmnn from 
Bijikra at midnight, in which Lef^pold reccivcR hift 
baptism of powder ; — Tlic grief of the gwid Bruiiiicr 
over the grave wlicre his ptwir Tnrco hea wrapped in 
coarse sacking; and, again, the interview of liraiwier 
with the Countess de Gurdclux and her daughter, 
who shook thf! bluff and galliuit soldier vlth their 
polite and high-bred iDdifTcrenoc, when tus voice, 
muffled and trembling vith emotion, he give^ to 
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them the relic« left them in his care by his dead 

M. AWiit contriver to ieivc the ptilne nnd wnnn 
blood of life to his Lightest etorics. His incidents 
and acddnnts ore alw&jH artistically choM^ii aitd used* 
It teemtt to be bv the vtmrvnt dmnce in tlie vorld, by 
ta miguudt^d ttxcliunutiou fnjiii Ikuinicr over liis 
^Aiinthe, at his little military circlcr that the story is 
trid at all. The pitilfiMi manner in which Hi^ljriiG ile 
Gardtfhtx (who lovon hcT brother Ltcpold tcudcrly 
wli€n 8hc li-avt« }din on his fatal joiinipy to Algtrria) 
ia derdoped from the niirm and ^enerouH ^rl into 
the imtLge of htr moth4!r, vrhik it siuldGiis the render, 
iiapTCS«c» hitn with the reality of tho «eonc. There 
arc, indeed, soroe high touches of art in the bye-play 
I of this simplei And story of a hi^h-fipirited boy ^ho 
'mu killed in hin first campaign- The xlijjhl ^kcteh 
of Loopald'a tutor, Pclgaa, (the Couatces cannot 
coiTOctly remember his luune] i» charming. " Tlicrc 
are fine gallant fellows," say^ M- About, "among 
those \flio devoto tbemselvcs to the formAtion of 
yontig heads; and I am far from ccriain that the 
dvur^eo'ts can cry quits with them when he has paid 
them theii 'ten loaia' a month." Here is a clear 
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glimpse nt two pliases of Frencb society, given in 
the course of the Turco's story with admirable effect. 
The speaker is tlie brave Captain Bnmner: — '' Kven 
in fiiciidship there are barriers which aic rlifficiilt to 
put flside. They say, for inetapcc, that at school all 
are equals. Well, when I whs studying at the Col* 
lege of Schlestadt, I was very intimate with the son 
of the aub'prefect* We were like brothers; we 
shared each other's jam and raorblea t what waa 
mine waa his, and vice versd^ Yet wheo we went 
out for the Sunday, he going to the sub-prefecture, 
and I to iny uncle Felsath'e, the baker, if we chanced 
to meet in the strcH;, he aearecly recognised mc, but 
gave mc a Utile wave of the band from afar, aa if he 
were aslianied of me- If his father liad aaked him 
who I was, he wonld probnhly Kstc answered, 'Oh, 
nobody ! only one of the boys at college ! ' So that 
you »ee we had everytliiug m common but our con- 
nections. And why? Because a sub-prcfect> in our 
part of the world, is almost a noble, while papa 
Bnuiuer waa only a aJuiple vine-grower. It is true 
that our property brought ne in some thirteen or 
fourteen hundreds a year, and that the other with 
a large fiimily hod only Hit pLnoc to depend onj — 
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bnt DO matter, it would h&vc bc<*a thoiaglit xerj 
derogatcny to have oSercd mo & platcfiil of Muup in 
the hou»e of the Kub-prefcct," 

" It is much the same tuue iu the army, although 
equfttity ih at the hiwe of all our law*; we may ^leep 
under the uuhg tvtit, dnuk out of the saiue glaas, 
we may risk our Iitcb one for the other, wu mny 
esteem each oiher, love each otiier, "tatoffer'^ each 
otheTj we may be eomriulcB, but I ahall never kuov 
cither i\w mother, ai«tcr, or wife of my eoiiirailc 
if the aristocratic particulo "dc/* bappcu* uufor- 
tnnately to coiue htftvreea us. JRevoIution haa set 
many mntter« right, but it hfw not touched ihU 
dative, I have kaovru twcaity youti^ «ciouM of uoblv* 
houses, known them intimately j I ercu ^aved one 
vho liad exposed hiniBcIf to the moat terrible of 
mks, I am sure that the yoon^ fvMawf would nllovr 
self to be killeil, ar>oiier than heiLr a word s^d 

jmt me ; when we meet he emhraces me, drags 
me to the caf^, will insist upon my dlaiug with him 
at all aortB of gilded rcetAurants, but ho haa never 
preeented me to hia wife^ aud I do not even kitow 
hia home address! Am I not saying the truth? 
You will inir1er«lanil tlirn why young Oardplnx be* 
came n^ dear to mo in three moutlia aa if I had 
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known liim ten years- Aiir^ h^ was only just in hie 
)>rbaviour to me, for after all 1 looked over, iu hU 
ca^e, tlie inequality of oiir grades, aad ' ^rade ' ta ati 
affair in wliich the merit is not alone in name. But 
1 WHS grateful to him for liaving common Benie, 
were il only for the variety of tlie thiti^,'' 

Bninner sees no rontanci; in n niglit march, even 
io A&ica. 

"It i« ndther gay nor pictureeque. Tlifl^olumu 
^prcada itself along like a dark ribbou nu a black 
^frcund. Tlie gay colours of the uniforms nre faded ; 
the joyoiuj tumult of war has ^vcu place to a silence 
only broken by tlio etcpe of the mcii; nui tire steady 
vibration of giiui$» a atone dislodged, h foot th:tt 
stumbles, a smothered oatli — tlicse arc the inddent« 
of the route, Wq reaemlile a procossion of monks 
rather iHaubeToea on the march. And if the thought 
of death should |)rc8ent itscU'^ it is certain to do bo 
from a monk's point of view. I have read some- 
where that if battles were fought at midnight, 
brftvcry would be more rare. There i» some truth in 
thi«, not that coara^ bas its goutcc in vanity, but 
thjLt a man is not himaelf who ia not iu full pos- 
neision of all his fif'nsen. It is not alone in the 
moraU that ftuoccaa lien. To go gallantly into dun- 
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gcr aeverfil tlu&gA are vanted. It is in the ftiU 
ri^ar of Ilia lifo that ft niftn U beat dupoae»d to 
sacnfice it; &nd it h in brcud daylight tliut ve 
prefer to face ciuinoiiMf bayonets, aad all the other 
amiablo mHtmments of dcHtniction, It was eleven 
o'clock at nig^it ; the moon hud goiwi to bed with 
the chiekem, and the rtara only scrYiid to uuderhne 
the blackncw* ot the night. The ideas of the Parco 
wore a Uttle infcctimu. I eonld not, lidp indulg^n^ 
in certain mclaneholy rcficctious t!iat were rather 
unuanal to me. Every ste^ broufiht us nearer to 
mountains which vert bnatling vith hidlct-Ioodcd 
guna. \\''aft it likely our troofia voidd return «afo 
andeound? And fur whom ihen the hud uumberH 
in the lotlery? For Ix^opaJd? For me? For both 
of u«? They are happy rogues who have faith, autl 
imagine th^t a prayer can tnm a«id« a cannon-hall 
from Us straight t?oursc 1 Our school !ifu lal^ea away 
frcm us a little of this kind of cou»olntLou. T »m 
not, howerer, going to tell you thai I waa cfraid: 
this wfta my ninth campai^. Still, Komohow or 
other, I could not help lliiiiking uf a thousand thiagj» 
old and dear lo mOj which 1 could not lie perfectly 
«nre of aeeiu^ again on earth. I imagiued to my- 
eelf Mamma Brunjior with her silver apootaolcvj her 
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knitting in her bnntl, and her elhow on tlie window- 
ledge; and tte old honae pnititcd red, with the Hate, 
IfilO, written on tbe archway ; and the iim of the 
Three Kings, opposite; and the churdi; and the 
large room of the Town Hall; and the well of the 
sixteenth century; and the cbembt in the market- 
place, with bis pretty daughters and his wonderful 
cari'eil cases, I thought of our xme», and the grape 
barvGrt of '58, the Jaat at which I was present with 
Greteheii, otherwise Marguerite Moser, my cousin, 
who wa* ]it that time a regular tomboy. In short, 
my devil of a memory brought baek so much, and 
did it 80 well, that I felt growing stupjdj and ray 
heart was heavy a« lead, I would have given Sve 
francE to ht-ar tlie first gunahot of the Arab sentinels, 
because then one knows what oue is about, and has 
no time to be worrying oneself about trifles." 




THE TRADES OP PARIS, 



1865. 



PiBE&B Vtvf4ttD, wLo luifl uii<lerUkoti Co vrite » 
dc4cri[itiuti and utaliatical hiHtoiy of the wofklng 
classes of PAri«, uuder Uie auspices of & conimiAuou 
composed of liuo'iirD workmen and friends of workmen, 
httfl liiiDttL^lf i^ielded tLc Uummor and drivcu tho Hlo. 
He oomeA from a good stock of int^llif^eut toilers, who 
could rcllcot LA ircll lu work* Hi« uncle «ajig «ong« 
of Ubour, that found a wide and cordial acocptanoe 
among Kia own class, l*he Vio9arde, indeed, appesir 
to hare bci'u udmirjiblc rcprcftcntittiuii tocu -, of whom 
the author of the book before n* is the best known, 
and most practiBcd and accompliaherl mtii ln« pen. 
He 1i8s now been known in Patim (<>t nuny ycam m a 
terstr, »Hualblu nud euthusituiUc writer od the suifcr- 
ings ftiirl a;4}>irationA of the claw to which he and hi» 
family belong. His reputation drew a long lUl of 
•ubBcribera nhont hitOj when he undertook to dencriho 
the workmen of Forisj taking tho work&hop lu whith 
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he was born aTi<1 hre(\ for his point of view. He !ia(l 
become known to French literary men of all degrees, 
for the iutrepiditj with which he wrote cf the work- 
man's sufferings, which he had shared, and for the 
pGr*evcrance with which he sought to build, wp a 
syiitcni that should tnrtbo povtTtj ccar^e from out the 
laud. Emile de Girardin opened the columns of La 
Pressc to the workman who wiis fighting gallantly the 
battle of his cla.4a. He contributed a series of graphic 
papers on the industrioim claaseB to & jounud uow 
forgotten, Ibe Bwi Etre Univcrstl, Vin9ard the 
elder founded the Rucht Popuiaire, in 1839. In this 
orgim of the workers — of the bees in the great Pane 
hive, — Pierre Vin^^ard found a cbwmel exnetlj aditpted 
to the propjigation of his idetts. Twenty-seven ycara 
in hripf^ have parsed over the head of a brave and 
intelli^(>ot repreftentation of t!ie PariK workman, 
whik* Uc has been fl^htiuf^ fur ihi; i^ood of hih order- 
He ha* deiterved the great truj^t which has been con- 
fided to hini by a number of fellow-eitize^ns, among 
whom wc find Arlit£, Dnfuur, Ttouchnud.^tj Mnxizne 
Du Ciuup, lilrncst Desmarcnt, I^milc dc Oirardin, the 
fubliaher lletael, MiDhelet^ Payen, of the Institute, 
and P^nionnet, President of the l*olytechiiic Associa- 
tioiu Thovo gcDtlciDcn explain, in a jnodc«t nddrosd 
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to mbacribersp jirdixed to tbe fint toIuidc of M. 
Vinfard't labours, wLy tliej- bare wJced otic who Loa 
lived tmd wrought in a workshop, Uy hv the woriuniLn^s 
hivtoriui, Thoj ciuitiot bclicrc, jiid^ng ^m tlw 
failure of tlic many attempts wbicb have been made 
by Kholnrly enters, that the EDOcrt ocooinpliilied lite- 
ray nan, who hnn li%'cd M hk Uffr in nwy cinmni- 
fttauoes, aud removed from the working people, trotild 
ever Hucceed m paiiktiug Uie workman in coloura ab<ro- 
lutely true* He muj«t mis!) mucli detail tliat in uccea- 
aary to a complete work of art. lio cannot be inti* 
mate nitU all the eccTeta of the woikHhop. Nay, it 
is by iio means clear that he would ever succeed in 
irinning the work.inan*H eonfideiice. 

The workmaa who hsA liti^rsiry skill, starts with 
euormoiu advantages over the outside observer — 
when the rticc in for position, as the most ftucee»ftfuj 
historian of lahour, lie has that ready to his hand 
whtoh the outeidor must ooek with toil and Trot, aud 
whidi he will never ^l wholly within hia grip. So 
aome of the leading ?(oei}d doctors of Pariu have 
dubbed logothcr to start the littTary workman fairly 
on hia juumt^y thraugb the great work-n-day world 
of Paris* 

The firat volume only of M. Vin^ard's studies has 
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yet appeared, and by iU merits we may jndge wlietlier 
the atitUwr'fi baud of supporters are likely to reap the 
full harvest of useful kuowlcdgo to which tlicy have 
confidently looked forward. M. Vm^ard opeaa his 
labours with an eiplunatory preface, in which he 
showB that his cmmtrynien, whether dramatist.* or 
roraancwts, have set up a gallery of convention^ 
types of working raen tliat is completely nntrue to 
nature. While workers have, on the one haml, been 
<leserihed as "inferiors," mere brute* who were, aa 
Carlj-le defines man, "tool-uaing animaU/' and only 
that they liave, on the ocber hand, been paraded ns 
exemplars of every Tirtuc and all deseriptious of hero- 
ism. This ia true, to some extent, of English imagi 
iLAtivB writum; but it {» only u mild i^tutenit^nt of the 
errors of onai^on and commisision perpetrated on 
the French stage and in French fiction. 

The @eutiinenta1 school have made the dav-labourer 
H pure ided being — " *peakiag/* as M. Viu^'ard says, 
" ill refined language, ideas «till inorc refined or pre- 
teutioue than the language, and philoaophizing, on 
ooooelone. Like chsoiplt^a of Plato or Aristotle." The 
true worker ia not to be found in the clouds; ho 
must be nought at hia bench or in iU attJc> but never, 
a^icording to our author, in book«. Nor wilt Qying 
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viflts do to ocmplete a limoer oT the labouriiig mAli. 
M. Vin^ard »ays timt to know them you must lire 
their life, bear suffc^nng and joy in common with 
thciii*^ia fine, wucir tlui bUiu^o with them. " Weigh- 
tier reaacms," M. Vin^ard vrrites, ** hate made mc 
mdertako these studicft. The upjier claflscs art 
)|;aoraiit, aa a rule, of tho BuflTcrings of th«r indiutnouK 
oLaA&ea ; which ignorance is easily eiptauicd by thtnr 
eduoatioiij their huhitn, their entire life. Their fault 
is not a want of scnRihility nor a lack of justice-— it 
is i^orsncc/' Tho^e tnoderato intcrpretiitioas of 
the indi^erence of the rich are the kej^notea of 
M, Vhi^anVs argumrntp Acconliu^ to Vim, neither 
virtue nor vice iw eiLfrcndurcd by wcnith or poverty, 
A man is as good as his ncighbonr, althoogh the eno 
be a jobbing tailor and the other a Duke of Moruy. 
Not only, however, according to M. Vin^ardj do the 
rich sin towards the poor through ignorance of them ; 
a skilled and well-paid workman lives nnd dies with> 
out knowing how the day-labonrer — the homme de 
pnne — shifts his miscrnblc body through tht? vorld, 
In the same wny, a fnnhionabTe milliner will not 
believe that theni aie women in Fam who ^\y the 
needle all day to earn a few sons. M. Vin^ard hopes 
to dissipate a little of this i^omuce that lepajatus 
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class from daas, mid by diifiwing a Inic knowledge 
or Ills own cliiM to clcvste it in the vorld'ft eateeia 
aiid rleliver it from maiiy opprcHnionii. 

The method wbidi tbc uuthur hiu iIcTU!cd for tiie 
accomplifitimeDt of hi« praiscwcrthy and useful object, 
19 eAfcntJally French : the rmtmicr in wJncIi the 
mpt.ho(l U carried out in also purely IVcnch, The 
firet voluuiu^ wliidi treat* of Paria wyrkmcu who are 
oocapic-d in tho prtparatioD of aliments for their fel- 
low-cttiEena, ia divided into a «encs of scparato and 
dietiuct studies. The butcher b-taad^ apart from tho 
bftkCT, and the baker from the pastrycook. Each 
figure is introduced with au hirttorioil tlouriah; and 
iti DCf-ai^ionally serted up with piquant auecdoic. The 
hiatone« of the ancient tRid« oorporatioaa, irilh their 
foolish old laws, and grotCJtiiue ciiHtomn niid ]>roces- 
aiona, arc amuaiufr. These may suggest miiny bright 
bits to the hip(U>riaii who dourea to paint the pco|k1e 
as they workt^d, and frtu^ht, and fenced themselves 
about in the olden timc> Hic aathor hns mitde use 
of De la Mare'* "Traits de la Police.' of I>ulauw 
and Poland, of E. Lcv&«iicur*6 "History of tho 
Working Claascfc" — Hoason's *' Food of Pari*,*' and 
of many old books on l^aria trades. Ilia list of 
authontica ia loag and various- Now he gathers a 
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fiu-t fruiii ail obacun^ |>aiupUlct, and now be Icries 
contributions on tho pa'^^es of the Rc^ Book of the 
Ch&tdetp This Tnouuitg of materiiil from (lutant 
quut«ra is skilfully carried out, and ^n hUtoriottl 
fiffuro of a journeyman baker or a jounicyman 
buUlier iH built np, nliich does credit to the builder* 
The history, for in«tutiec of the part once taktn by 
tiie proitd >ind burly butchers, id high pageants, royal 
procea^ionft and political demomtratioru, is vivirlly 
and completely told. The three jollv actor-bakers 
whoAe popularity gave umbra^ to the regular nctora 
of the Iliitel dc Bourgogiic, at the opcniug of the 
»event<tenUi eetilury, make a good contract to the 
iDOuntful fratennty of broad -makers, who now pass 
Uieir brief and misp.mblc live* in fold cellars, at the 
oveu'a wwrchjEg mouUi. The chapter on Pitria 
pastrycooks past and present is most amueiiig read- 
ing. It i» ft complete history of the cake aiid the 
tart of the Parisinns, from the origin of the ffanfre 
and the oublic, to the craftily -favoured savarm of to- 
day- The pork-butchera are taken in liand from tlic 
time when the good PariHians' pigs ran freely about 
the streets of the eity, to the great inconvemeucv uad 
doDgcr of travellera. It waa one of these eitizen-pig^ 
tlial got between the legs of Philippe's horse, and 
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cuuscd the TttU tuid dc&th of iLe rider — Loub-lc- 
Groa' eldest son. 

We are referred back to the corporatioa statutes 
of tJie VinciffHer-mouiartliifrSf nud are reniindwl thnt 
time was ivhca they were stjieil Vi?itiiffneri'muciert' 
moutardiers^ But they had more titlus thim these 
when they were iucoorporated at the close of the 
fiftooQth century. They wore Vhtaigriere-mQutar- 
diers-^aucierjt'dhUflftieun en eau-de-vit^ et ^rit de 
vin, d hvjfdtersi 

The origiu and dovdopmetit of the art of pre- 
sen-iug food by dcaiccationt &c., arc discuascd at 
length; the diacas&ion preceding an account of the 
workraen who are now employed in the preserving 
tradea. M. Vin^ard traces the art of preserving 
vtfgc^t^blcB by deaiccatiDa to the pastor Eiecn and to 
Appurt. l^i&eii flourished towards the end of the laat 
century. Ho biiilt ovens to dry his vegetables, and 
published the results of his experiments, pomtmg out 
the value hib drietl vegeUblcB wuuld have in a ship or 
ft beleftgnered city. Tlie cooks, the distillers, the 
brewers, the sugar- refiners, the chocolate- makera, 
ami the ocnfcotionera follow. We have the wugoe 
earned \iv each trade, ttie trade customs and hahits, 
lidded to the hietorieol portrait. A more amuhiug 
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series thaa that M> Vin9ard has irrought for his 
coimtjymenj it is hardly poaaibte to conceive. But 
the work i^ not one that can be of much use to 
the classes with whom it deals. It does not define 
broadly the wants and aspirations of Paris workmen. 
It is without plan^ and lacks direct purpose. The 
writer, whose earnestness and talent we respect, tells 
US in his Preface that he has limited himself to the 
statement of facts. He should have disposed them, 
as a general disposes his men, to do battle against 
an enemy : he should have welded them into some 
general truth. 

Hootflf woodf barkt snd leavea, singly perfact idaj be, 
Sat, clap iLodge-podge together, they don^t moke a tree. 

However, M. Vin^ard promises that in his final 
volume he will describe at length the secret associ- 
ations, the mutual benefit societies, the free classes, 
&c., of his feUow-workmen of Paris, 
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Wb are to iiuderstancl tbat the superlativdy Icautifiil, 
fiumptuoua, elegant, and fptrituelle woman is n P^Lri- 
tti^n* Otli!.'!' cJtic* infty .-iliow lorely types of woman- 
hood j but tlie perfect tvoman grows only by the 
bankfl of the Seine. Tlie model Parieian is an honest 
woman. She ha£ twelve hundred a year; i» dree^cd 
by a ^ave coJiluAlre. She ktio^rs music tLoroLi^hly, 
yet never touches the piano. She is ncquaintcd with 
history and the poets, and nGver writes. Her hair 
is exquisitely bniehisl, ai;d her teeth are white aud 
cJeaiL She wears fine, closely -fitting 9ti>cliings,gloTe!»j 
Aud hoot». She has a dniuty hand, that can artis* 
tically group flowers and fruit for tlie table. She can 
give the tone to a eouveraatiou, and uhiuo iu it; and 
she aJone, amcng all the voraen in th^ world, can do 
these things, and have these attributes in perfection. 
A pleasant picture of woman, perfected accimling to 
French taste by art ! Many will prefer Lucy by the 
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untaodddD wAjB, or fomcthing more of warm Nature 
an<l Ic«s of Art, a» in an English lady; or native 
(^racc tiiiiX ffrow* among the buttercups hy the nirnl 
vicarngc, or uni!cr the yeoman's roof. Yet thp Pari- 
^icnnCf to vhom Art ih N&ttirc^ whose tonf^c i» as 
light am} a^lo as her hand, who "i« mistress of 
her«clf though China f&U/' arid i» mitiktrewt in her 
eifcle hy her unaffected j^rftec, hrr wit, jMid h<*r Ami- 
able hahit uf neekiiLg to please all who approach her ; 
tlua ejcqiijtfito creature, made to refine and gUiddea 
the holulnys of life, ha^ claims upon our rc^^pcrt as 
well fls Looy, If you waut an afiection th^c will 
wear well, and grow under trials, and be triumphant 
at the clone of life, take Lucy. Are you a diplomatist, 
aud would you chnrni the elect cf Hoeicty, take unto 
wife MdUe. de Ly», of the gloomy Paubouri;, anfl it 
shall be well with you. 

Introdueitig a gallery of thy Parijrifnrwx of Pnrii^ 
M. Theodore dc Banville leads his reader* to cipcet 
aaoriofi of portnuta of cxcjuisitc detioacy and finish. 
I h&d a vi^on of noble dtttrt^ and dmto\sdl€», — «oine 
lighly suBuscd with the rosy tints of sentiment, of 
love; othera Kwectly p<^nsive, with tender eyes, lighted 
to the very brink of laughter. 1 hoped to soc M, dc 
Banville lifting to his canvas the elegant licfiuties of 
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Paris ititi^tu as dwntily &» the Indian lift* llic *wcct 
*ceat of the rosea from the bosom of a stream witli 
the leaf of a liJy. But whom have we here ? Who 
are these PhtIsibtis of Parts ? Surely Paris has heard, 
has read enough about ce* dantea ! They LflVout 
honest women enough in public places. Tl»ey atarc 
Modesty out of countenance, and with their gaudy 
hticry and «parkluig jewels make the homely kirtle 
look Iiomelier. Much uih htis been spOt over their 
sorry histories^ that hat3 better have rcin^nod in the 
ink-bottle. The library of the Literature of Shanic 
surely fills shelvc^e enough. There is the where- 
withal at band to deaden ihc heart and degrade the 
mariners of all the rUin^ geueration< M, de Ban- 
villiT is a writer whose dramatic force, whose fniitfijl 
fancy and whose literary slciJl would be iuvaluable in 
hift time and couatry if he would exercise them ou 
the hide of deceucy and virtue, I find in the frallery 
of iHirtraiU of Parisian women before nic abmidant 
CA-idcDCC of poetic foncy^ of ttrong sympalLioij and 
of the rare power of extracting the redeeming bit of 
sweetness and goodness that licH, we would all of us 
fain boliei'e, in the most depraved and brutatiaed 
uaturcfl. la the "Life and Death of Minette," 
M. do K&nviUe shows hia powers at their be?^t. The 
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]ncturv lie draws of thi; clown and the ropc-dancGr i8 
a revolting one» over which the reader cries a^aiii 
and A^n, " EDOugh 1 enough ! " But he reud« on ; 
&r l!i<; ilniukvu clown reels pnJjiubly before hiro, ntn\ 
Adolphiiia, iiuder her shaggy hair, glares at him. 
Whfct tt ooiiplcl Each ha» tlie fiTorious itistlincts 
of a wild boast — the anlmiJ love and the pafisionate 
hate. 

The gallery opens with a Btarttin^ figure, that t>f 
Elodie, who Lu^ taken up the ideid a^ her nperinlity. 
She pltL}'!^ th(i game of innocence, wid thcre1<irc in n 
little mote disrating than her companions. The 
second fij;ur€, tlic "bonne dea ^randea rtcca*iion8," 
fit once 'ingpGate to us thp kind of cx^mpany M, dr 
Uanvkllc lia» provided for our amusement How 
were we not deceived by the ternia of the invitation 
in hi* Preface? Ilisintro<iuctoiy description of the 
manner in which the brown bread of innocence U 
dropjmd ft>r the white brend uf ehame, ia told in 
viriil, dramatic touches, Emerance, the mg^nttet i* 
hatuoreu«ly described; but she is not reputable aim- 
pany. The P>iriaianSj According to M. de Banville, 
live for love and luxury- Hence it is the paradise o1^ 
women who love dre^. Henriette, who was of no 
age, abandoDed her tover when he ventiux^i te ask 
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Iter the year of her birth. Valeutine of the Mitrhle 
Heart ia n figure that no English writer or puhhsher 
would venture to put forth; and lie would be veiy 
aniveuturoas who eliould submit to tbe English reader 
EeJthej tlie lady of the dreaaiug-gowjis, 

Euimeline, tlie noman thirteen years old, is a 
pitiful little ci^eature. She was the pet child nt tbe 
OporAj and was covered with kissea by MesdamcM 
Cento aud i^lhoui. The picture of ttie httlo inuo- 
cont ut the Opera is delightful, and cornea like a l^t 
of auDahiue in M. de Baaville's gallery of &hady 
cliUTuetcra, But u turn of the leaf parts vs from the 
iunocciitj to show us the ''woman uf thirteen years 
of age," — ft repulsive little monster of audacious vice. 
Her innocence behind the soeii4.>ft at the Opera is her 
hc»t ocling iu the theatie. Bui Emmeliue is not 
quite bO repuliiive m Claire, the \irtuoua ^h Claire's 
ahode, in the Faubourg St, Germaiu, and her severe 
bringing up, arc ftketched e^eoUontly well. So strictly 
viu% »1iL' guardtrd, thjit iti her unci^sLral park, tbe 
flowers she trod on would on no account have been 
permitted to rifte and turn to ]ooi at her. She 
ftppenn, to take up tbe younger ButniLe's illuEtration, 
a ji|R?okIei»4 peiufh, of the thirty-sous hasket at tlie 
very least At length have we lit upon a sweet bit 
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of honeat womanhooil. T}ie plejuure lasts bat for a 
moment. The apccklcss ])eacli is cast nmuii^ the 
O0«t damngr^d of fruit Cliuro'0 fatkor w ruined, find 
be fixea to Aiitttralia to repair hia fnrtnne. Diinn^ 
tu« ab»cncCj Clmre imd Iicr mother become acijuiiiuUtd 
ttitli misciy. An infamous old man enters the house 
to moku a hargninT and C'ltiin: goo» out one dtiy ntid 
TftuniB with a " jJorteuioiiDMC swollrn wilb bank 
notes." The hargaiiL hfla been acceiyted. Was it 
worth while Ijeartng uk off into the respecta}>lo iioli- 
tudes of the Fnubourg St, Qcrmam for tikis? If 
behind tlte pey watla of the^e quiet fltreet» good 
women arc not to he found, where in the pidJy 
capita of the Second Empire shall we look for 
tliem? 

Perhaps the naoat akilliil bit of painting is hueie 
Chardin. Her nccontit of the actress at home, mar- 
ried to the puor working journalist, is a tnie hit of 
nature. It ie the story of two hard-worked people, 
two types of Pariw lift, free fi^om intrigue or sbjimcfrtl 
episode- The old rope-dancer, Hebe Caristi, is cot- 
cecdiiigl^ interesting, tmd at ita cloae cxcccfliuply 
horrible. The re-appearanf?e of the old rope-danfer 
ia pitilessly real. Towards the end of M, dc Ban- 
viDq'b gallery, he inritcs his roaders to the " Pefltiva] 
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of tlie Titans,'' &t which Lord Angel Siduey, a Sir 
CliarteB Coldittream, with much more moue^ thui 
wit, playa the i>art of host. Tired of piny nnd (N^urte- 
saos, and indeed of every pleasure he ha» tasted. 
Lord Angel commands his confideTitia] eervaiit to 
prepare the noblest feast Chevet can provide, to he 
served upon iho seiilptured gold of Barye, To thvs 
feaat ore biddeu seven gueats, each of wLom la to be 
ft professor of some trade or calling of which hh 
loi'dehip had nc\erlicard. You aee that M. de Ban- 
TiUe, having an abaurd story to tell, doea ua the 
honour of iiiakiu^ an Euglialiuiau itJi hero. The 
guests a&scmbie, and include two woioen of whose 
ciiaraclcr (he less said the better. After dinner, his 
lordship tntimntca to his gueeta that he ie about to 
give £400 a year to the person present whoi?e mcana 
of gaining his or her livelihood shall be decided to be 
the moiit estraordiLBjry or the moat ecoentric. Toby, 
for this is t!ie name of Lord Angcl'a man scrvantr 
places upon the table rerttet representing £4Q\j a year, 
and 200 notes of l,000f. each, so that the winner 
way take his entire pri/e in CJiab, or rewive it in the 
more pmdcut form of rentts, Tlien each guest de- 
scribes bis trade : one i& a vamisher of turkeys' Icg« ; 
— but let lis pas* over the liat of eccentrics. To come 
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to the point, the prize ia ananimoufily given to a 
young man, vho says in a ftoft voice at the last 
moment, " X am a lyric poet, and I live by my pro- 
fession." I might pick out twenty happy bits of 
portraiture, or felicitous observation, firom M, de 
Bauville's gallery of the Fariaians of Paris; bnt I 
will refrain for the present, in the hope that this 
vivacious, humorous, and dramatic writer will some 
day lead us into another gallery ; among the gracious, 
witty, faaciuating, and virtuous gentlewomen who 
make the charm, and arc atill the ornament and 
rulers, of good society in Paris. 
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PEEPATOKY NOTE- 

The sketches of agriculture in Normandy and 
Brittany, the notes on Norman and Breton fisheries, 
and the paaaing descriptions of the way in which 
Norman and Breton agriculturists live, are a collec- 
tion of rapid observations, taken day by day, I have 
not attempted a complete study of the past history 
and actual condition of the serial crops, nor of Norman 
and Breton cattle, poultry and dairy-farming, I 
travelled in the autumn of 1865 in Normandy and 
Brittany, taking notes by the way, for a series of rapid 
sketches aa the Morning Post Commissioner, under 
the title of " The Food Markets of Normandy/' The 
object of those articles was to draw public attention 
to Normandy and Brittany as two great undeveloped 
food markets lying within easy reach of England. I 
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found the mere enlightened Norman traders fully 
altve to the benefits they vould derive from a vi^r- 
oUB devdopmeut of tlie natural reaourcea of the two 
great northern proviin:es of France. Ttieir porta lie 
oppo^te our coast. It is through theae porta that a 
great food -commerce irillBpiin^ up, ^ hen tlie French 
milway authoriti<^a aliail have been forced to ado^it a 
through system for the rapid conveyance of pemh- 
able articles, and when Korman and Bretoti farmers 
shall have been enabled, by an influx uf ca[iitni, to 
avail themselves of all the leneEts of modem agri- 
cultural science. Messrs. John Arthur & Uo,, of the 
Rue Castiglione. Paris, have cstabJished a ''world- 
eipress." They will despatch you a parcel or a ship* 
loiftd by the fleetest rooCe, to any part of the civilized 
world, When a great firm can undertake ao agency 
on this scale, and is able to aee clearly and wisely the 
directiou in which the world i» flpinning, the in- 
tjuirer is surjirised to find that great railway lines are 
s"till directed by m^n who put every obstacle in the 
way of the development of their goods-trafEc; and 
ioateod of being the ardcttt promoter* of interuatiounl 
trtde, make themselves stumbling-blocks in iu way- 
These directoru have yet to learn that lov rates for 
the carnage of inerchandiHe are, in tl^e eud, tlie more 
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remunGr&tivc ratcB, TItere areBugUalirailwiiydirco 
ton* ftft bliud tut their Freach cv^fr^n. Liverpool 
cotton is carried to Rouen by way of GrimBby ami 
Dieppe ! 

At ttic preaeat time, the importance of HMCGrtalti* 
ing the kind aiiJ eitent of cattle anil other food-trade, 
Eijgiaiitl muy derive from the fertile provinceH of 
NormfLDdy itnd Brittany, canrot be doubted. I pre- 
tend only to Bkim the eurlace of the subject. I do 
not for orie niomeiit ^cet to be a teacher. 1 hope 
only to Attract the attention of praetieal aiLthonti«6 
to the ground I have travelled over. They will iiud 
the ground worth careful cultivation. Those readera 
who may desire to acquire an intimate knowledge of 
Pr&nch ngriculturu nnd enttte- breeding may eontialt 
with Advantage :^^ 

Mauiice Block's "Statiatiqne cle la France;'* al«o 
a book he published in 1851, enUtlcd " De« Char^res 
do I'AgriculturCf <lana lea divers pays dc rKuropc." 

" L'Agrieultnrc ct les ClaasoG A^colcd de la Brc* 
tagae/' by A. du Chatellier. 

" Statiistiquc de rAgriculture de la France com- 
prcnant la Statistitjne des cerenlos, dc U vlgnCi dc9 
cultures diverges, des pAturages, des bois et f^ret^j 
et dcH animaux doatestiques^ avec lenr production 
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actuelle, compart a celte dea temps aiicioua, €t dut 
priijcipaux pays de I 'Europe." 

" Histoire de» Classes Ruralea en France et de 
Icura progrea dona PEgaUtt^ civLLe et In proprietc/' 
par Henry Doaiol. Second edition. 

" L'AgriciJture et la Population," par M. L. dc 
Lavfir^ni? Meiobre de I'luatitiit, et de la Sodj^t^ 
Ceutrale dc 1 'Agriculture. 

'* res SjBteraeB de Culture en FVance et de leur 
juSuence sur I'ecoiiomie Sociale," par M. II- PasJiy, 
Membrc de Tltistitut. 

"Precis du Droit Commerdal," by P. Pradier- 
Fodcre, avocat h la Cour ImpcriaJe de Paris. 

For special studies of departments^ or sections of 
Frgoch agriculture, aa it ie offered to French farmere, 
the reader may consult the list of the Bibllotli^ue 
dct Cultivatcura. }Ic will find copious ngriculturnJ 
statistics in the latest edition of M, Block'st Statis- 
ticjuc dc lo France, and the latent statistics in the 
writer's " Annuaire de I'flcoiiomic Politique " for eadi 
jetr. 



CHAPTEB I. 



rnR PLENTY O? NORUAHDT. 

Dieppe. 

If tlie iuftucacc of rnilway* and ntCAin-bcatA hm tioc 
lH?cn po nutrkcfl la fkt and fertile ^Jortnnmly nx it hiw 
been in Ucvoasiiirc, it is 8imi>ly bcc&unc the rommcr- 
dal pcwcr of ateam has not bceii so fully di<vcloT)ed 
iu Fnuicc liftit lukfl bceu i» Englund. The days fire 
long GiBce patt vehen people thmigbt of nt once 
vcuuoiulsiiig uiid fatttuln^ oa tlit: clieiip oroam aud 
poultry hud fruits of Dcvoiisbirc. Tlie tirualJeftt 
&rmer8» the praprietorH of the most modest hcnt^oop, 
the owucra <jf a single cow, reckon up t!Vory e^^, every 
tliiuihlL'fiJ uf milk, every spoonful of crcam^ with 
tJieir eye on the voracious markets wljich supply the 
arijitocracy of Toxquuy or Ilfracombe. Keen-witted 
dealers travel throtigh every Tillage, over moor and 
meadow^ and swoqi Che plenty from the face of the 
land. The great Uywii^ Luvc thrown out feelers 
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into the smallest villages. Go where you will, yon 
atiU find the couuterpurt of the Devonshire " re- 
grater/' who ift loth to leave milk or eggs enough h«- 
hiud him, evcu for the parsou'a children* The high* 
ways to Lonrlon imd to other great centres ef ]X)pulR- 
tioTi are *o many and so well organised for rapid and 
regular comin animation, that that which ^a^ growiug 
at sundown hundreds of miles away can be on the 
morrow's break fits t- table in London. Go where you 
will, the oompljint of couutry or sea-fanng folk ia that 
liondon, or Liverpool, or Maach ester, or GlAsgow, or 
Birmingliao absorbs all the native or local produce, 
and leaves only dear refuse behind. 

Gossiping a week or two since with an old and 
esperienoed proprietor of one of the Broadstnirs 
luggers, the conversation fell on the dearn&is of all 
kiitd^ of food, at the present time. He was a hardy, 
a nohle sjiecimPH tif the British sailor, who had lain 
many a storm} nighi in hi» tii^ger ufT tlie Goodwin, 
and had ateered many a homeward-bound vessel safe 
into ttie river. He had been fortunate, and had had 
his share of not a few vahmblo wreclca. Originally 
be was a Ashcrman, and a dealcT in fish — in herrings 
chiefly. Dut he gave that trade up, he said, for now 
nothing wua to be mjide out of it- He used to run 
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out iu his boat aud mc;ct the lodca smacks^ imd buy 
\m la&U of fish on the open seas. There waa flome 
roem for ft[>rtrMilntLOQ tliCQ. Timi yettm ngo he bought 
for tea pouudftj the quantity of hcningn vrhich now 
Hold fi>r tiftr- ThcnUicy were to bo bad three for a 
penny, now they co*t twopiyncc e»ch. In the old 
time the workpeople laid down a butter f rkiri of lif^- 
rings for the wlnier^ und :iow he cuuld uol poaaibly 
imngiue how tlie poor folk tibout BroiuUtaint contrived 
to iWe. 'Hiey could not lay in & atore &t that price. 
He should ntill Itty down hU klMnrkm, but thea he 
cx>uld manage it. The railway, the sidtor knew, had 
made thia clearness. He supposed it was all the 
better for the Loudoncrs; but still, he repeated, he 
could not imagine how the poor people about him 
matiAged to get tl]roitg;h the winter months. He wait 
no ecDnomi^t, thiG hsirdy old taltp who had earned for 
himai^lf a little eompeteue^ out of the Goodwin Sandft. 
It did not uixur lo htm tci inquirt!! whether the iu* 
creased price paid for fish, under the stram-hoat and 
railway ayatenia, had rai8(?d the wagt?a of hi-t nei^h- 
boara. It i», however, m ttrauge phase of the time* 
in which we live, that the country ia beeoiniu^ dear 
while the tuwn is becumiug cheap, especially in Eng- 
Ituid — that is, prices are the aame in thD coontry as 
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in town, or nearly bo, wliile the oountiymau has not 
the towDsmainV olioicf^ of fond. The- tov/Uf^mnn Jian 
the benefit of e}[ turns of the food mitrkct», whcrcw* 
the coantrjTnan's purchiacs of food are restricted to 
three or four articles of consumption, wliich vary 
Tcgalflfly in price, according to the pi pjiti fulness or 
scarcity of tlie.laat acaaou^ The compliiint made to 
me by the Broadstairs sailor, is echoed in every 
French fiRhing; port in the Channeh Here, nt Bou- 
logne, »nd nt Calais, and at the sranller fiRhing porta, 
you vaunt, as a rule, pay Paris or Londou prices for 
fifth f Ak the English farm-servant helps to send olT 
OQ r ail wny- trucks the milk produce of tlic farm on 
vhioh h« is engjigod, so the Dieppe fi^hcrninn h»ula 
ufthore, mid packs into those long rnm^hackled fi^h 
carts, the produce of ihc night's fishing, little or none 
of which he can afford to taste. Kucompaased hy 
vhitc ncas of tuilkjthe o^culturid labourer rnn o(Wn 
l^t none for hi» children ; and the fishermim, let him 
make a inimciitons draught, shall OEirry home only 
two or thrf'S little fiuh, daintily Bnspeiided by their 
gills, iiiHui Ilia hmivtiy fingers. The fisliennan'a case 
is by no means so hard a* that of the ngricultural 
labourer ; mnce the high prier^s ohtainp^ for fish must 
enable tht? fi^htirnmn (^rho hrte gimerally a direct in- 
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torcst iu the profit* of tbc cruft he hclpa in navigAte) 
to buy all kindfi of food^ vhereaa the poor bumpkin 
)iaa no meaiu of proTicliDg \m fnmily iritli & complete 
8«b*tituto~if indeed there wcrt? a complete ^iibivtifute 
— for tlic milk whicli they *ec cuustautly before their 
eyes, but arc scart^cly ever destined to ta>t& Un- 
queetiotiably the ^reat hardship of the agrieultunil 
labourer — iudeed the great hardahip of Ui© hard, 
vorkiug poor gi-iicmljy — 10 that the chiiice uf fowl tn 
restricted to tliree or four articlra- The agncultami 
lulKJurer lives upon the surue food^ whether it beched|> 
or dctir^ When it i* dcnr, lie Jtncl his suder; whtTn 
there is a 8uddeu and great plcuty of it, it is wf^tcd. 
I need not go Ait for an CMLm|i1e. In I)iei)pe, in 
1865, herrings were bo plentiful in the frcsli ht^rriiig 
scaaon, when tlioy are Ga.ii£ht uff the coast, tliat, aa 
my informant expressed it, nobody would tonch them. 
They were down to two francs the pir^e, wlieretw tlie 
average price ia 20f. They wi^rr miri^iul nil through 
the aurroundiug villager. They i^eiictratcd far, but 
still they came in shoala — in glittering boat loads \ 
Now, here was a sudden abundanctj of execllcnt food. 
at a tenth ita average vaJu?. ft eouhl ba prei^rv^ 
for a time of acareity ; only regular, rapid, and tibeap 
transit was Decessary to carry it at onee, at a profit^ to 
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6«hGrmaD and carrier, into distant parts, wkere U 
would be & great boon to the poor consumer, wlio 
rarely has a change of diet. The «inif1e people of 
Dieppe, liowcver, wlio, a few year* Bgo — long aiace the 
Duchcsse de Eerri gave a ceruio ion to Biejipe — were 
engaged in the honest and profitable bu^ioesa of 
ftaltiD^ or curiug herrings, now despise the old trade. 
Dieppe haH beconie fashionuble^ untl the roonu iu 
which the hemngs were cured, I am told, now give 
shelter, in the summer moiitha, to tlie Mte of Parisian 
Booiety. It in more proBtable and less troublesome 
to lodge Madame la Barooue for two montliE^, than it 
is to keep stores of cured tish, and trade in them, 

"You see," said a Dieppoia tf> me, "the townsfolk 
gain a» much aa thejr did before, atid thc^ have plenty 
of time, pour st prommer/' Indeed, the tide of life 
flows smoothly enough hereabouts, fcr all classee^ I 
see the fishermen's wives waddling home along the 
port oil market days, with their deep baskets tilled 
with tlie npleiidid vogrtabl^ irrown iu the Norman 
valleys. It is clear that they can command these 
goodly bundles of leeks and carrots of prodigious size, 
and turnips in plcniy. That wondroualy-picture»quc 
mar1<et-place, is bright aud sonny proof of the ease 
of human life. It is a picture of plenty. The mounds 
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of vef^ettibloH, the baskeU of frutt, And butter, and 
egp; the fat duckx, turkeys^ and fowls, waiting iu raWB 
to be bought and killed (for here ihc bird comes in 
the quick to market) ; the tilted cart*load» of potatoea 
agttiuat the oldcburcb ^ th« ripe yellow pumpkius, big 
as cart wh<?€U ; the ^ping moutliM of ^ack:^ l)ur«tmg 
ffith their crram of red omous ; the stacks of cuormoas 
pain» d^ mhiti^e at domethiuj^ uitder three hidf-penCG 
Jt pouitd \ tlifj rich arniy uf fruitn and choeM^r make up 
a sceuc, (^ulivencd by the crowds of Norman pcu^nti! 
and gaudily 'dressed risherwomeii, and dotted with the 
scarlet umbr^ltu that cover ihc ntnllii; that give a 
strange raock dignity to the heroic bronze of the brave 
Duqueane who stands in tha middle of the market* 
place, and i^ the centre of the itowc^ stalls- It may 
be remarked, the consumer is put iu direct rclatioti 
with the producer. At dawn of market-day, t!le& of 
loDjiCj low hooded carts rumble rdoiif^ the valleys, and 
•kirt the hilU of th*^ fat graKJng lauds Anit gardens 
that lie about the old city of Clmrlomagtte- Iii each 
cart lA the marketable store of a tittle farm, or gurden. 
Off paddock. A dosen head of poultryj a basket of 
lumps of butf^ cool iii eabbago l^avea, some chee«e 
perbapSj wUh a aiick or two of gardeu produce, arc 
the load. People who are well'to*do, and have plenty 
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oi crowns at their coiamnudj cotne and ataiid in this 
mnrket-plncc, and thcmselve& sell to the tomi house- 
wife the fleflli, aud fowl, and ve^table tliey rear 
with their owu bauds on their littJ«i terre. I saw 
lately a stately country matron of the Ijcttpr classj 
staiidingj mth the dignity of L&dy Maebetli, her 
hands croaAed, aud in each hand a live L>igeon, held 
by iU wings I In thia way only did aho lot her 
customers knew th&t she liad poultry and birds to 
scU, She did not deign to supplicate cuatom* Her 
daughter, elegantly cirf-saed, and with n prcrtty morocco 
travelling* bag at her aide [whoac external iippearancc 
was that of a visitor living on the /j/aj^ej, stood by the 
motlier'Et dbow, and took money and gave change, I 
nerer saw the oeremonj' of vL*Q<ling poultry iii an open 
market, condnnted by a tmgetly queen b(jfore. 11ic 
riehly-attircd young Imiy did not do her part of the 
bmineu with the air of one who was demeaniLg her- 
self. She rtud quite at home in tho markel-pltice. 
There arc primitive people still, in the*c Norman 
rallejft, la Uie market the people who buy imd sell 
aro mostly of equnl degrc<^ The market in chiel!y 
inad€ up of small vcmdom aud poor buj/era. The 
produeei has only his own profit to ttialte, so he can 
sell at a low price. A prime fat ^oose h to be bought 
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fbrSB,; a pnirof plump duckd ore vrortli hnlf-n-cronii, 
1 Atood hy while a houfifjwife iKtuj^lit vegetableft for a 
poi*ati-/eu, Bho hoA n liandAi] of fino Iccka with BOtnc 
tiob)c tiarrots nnd tiirnipft, and for all sbe ])aid two 
$ou». I could not Lc]]> iiictiiriitg to niystrlf liow w!tli 
& few inorci pencw tliis thrifty woman would season 
aud provi Jc a rich and wholesome fanily <lUh ; and, by 
her kno^rledge aad prudeuct, make plctnt}- in her 
Lome, where, with Iwr meaunr muiy ati Eaglieh 
housewiiu could barely keep the wolf irora the door. 
In tim market -pi ace, I »cu a thrifty and a «obcr race 
Th© farmers who come to town, do not repair to a 
market dinner and a booze nl1x-rward«. Tbu plaee is 
Dot Hurrotuided with low public-bouses, disgorpng, 
Iftte in the day, half iiK^bnated market folk. Thuro 
are little cqf^s and hotels round uboutj where the men 
oity Kgole tbeviicelveB with a little cider or weak beer. 
But there is witstc nowhere, aad there la saring on all 
Hidetc. It may ho tliat land ih as dear, that brickie 
nnd irtortiir arc aa dear^ that clothiu^ in ax dear hero 
as in an Eugli^h ^uw country town. 1 behere that 
all these neceaxanes arc, a^ a rulc^ as dear in Franee 
as they are in Enj^loud; nayj viititi^rB who enter 
Dtep£>e shops; whij oiid(?avourtobuy provifiiona in the 
Qraude Rue, or who make a ptctiic to the Valine of 



70 



TBBOUQII NOHMANOY AND BRITTANY. 



Arques, or to the desolate fishing port of PourviUe, 
will find that Dieppe is just a shade dearer than Paris. 
The Dioppois coolly impress this upon their visitors. 
Comploiu of the prico ihoy ufik, and they remind you 
, that Dieppe is not Paris, bidding you imderstuud thai 
yon should expecx to pay more here chan you do in 
the cfipitil, A Dieppe groct^r asks two franca and a 
hmlf, cr two ahillinga, for iui eightpcuay pot of mtur- 
malade. It is his price, he will tell you, with it shrug 
of the slioulders. He knows that uuder no circtim* 
stances would he pay audi au extravagAut sun, for 
uot!iiiig could ever make the bourgeois extmvug^uit. 
He knows, moreovefj that no lowusfolk of his 
would give him two vhillings for his m&rmalude. 
Tlie vieitow are the enemy, and pillage Is the cry. 

At the mouth of the Sde, beiweeu a break in the 
rugged rocks of this crer crumbling Norman coast^ 
lies A niiucd little fisEiiug village^ the inhabitants 
of which hav(^ not hud spirit coouj^h to keep a roof 
over the pariah churcii. Some twenty inioei'able 
little huta are clustered round the tUTubled walU of 
a roofle»t( churcli, choked with briars and nettles. 
Od the wftlts of one of thcac huta the words "Cafe 
dea Ktrangcrs" arc painted. Tlie peaaant^ who live 
in this little hut, with itB clay floor; and eerve 
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cxccr&blo beer uid the roughest blue (n'dinair^ to 
tbe touristo from Dieppe, fire m&&tcrfi in the art of 
char^g. Their brown bi^nd in oiily twice as dear 
a4 tliat of the Ijcrnt Paris rcstanrbtit, and thea<^ pri- 
mitive? fuik, fijr their GO-ccntiroc wine, n^k 3[> wuk! 
.People BOon le^ni, even in a desfliate aud ubaii- 
kI place like Una, what town priceB are. Ilio 
ftir with which tlic ftttUormaii's wife auawered, in 
licr bruad paioU, " Five fraiK*/' when I a»ltcd her 
what was to be paid for the brown bread and butter 
aud the wine, was a good study. Sut that womau 
will not waste one centime of the fivi* haticni sho 
will not buy a had imitJition of u Paris bonitct, and 
len^htn out her short skirts, uid gire herself the 
air* and gniccs of a toivn dame ; she will still save 
and aavci nnd hold her plflcc like the stately lady 
with the pigeons, in the market. Her daughter, 
vhoiis ekftcring about the uind floor in her sobotSf 
and h^r gawky boy, who if* striniig vacantly o¥er 
the betlgc with a block pipe m hia mouth, will find 
their full account out of all this cheating of the 
«trang(r. lliey live, for the prcBcnt, on aoup and 
hread and vt^getabks, with o<<c&Kional treats of 
pork; but they get varicly aud iiutriinrrit out of 
their hiunble kitchen which the British agrleultu- 
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liftt ctmnat eJEtrnct from lib. Life !» not to tpUcm a 
dulU never^ceajsiug iiglit, etiniiiUtcd by a fear of the 
workltouse iu the end< 

I am Anxioufi to deBcnlfe how the poor mhabi- 
eniitft of ihis fishing i>ort live, aud how the Norman 
peasants of tlie valleys round about live also. The 
Gcouoray of tlieir livts, and the economy of tJie 
Norman iLgricultiiriil Byatcm, may surely be etudit^d 
with advant&g&- Seeing how fat and content the 
people are, and how they are able^ year after year, 
to export raore of thr^ir produce to ns; we may 
^fidurUly approach floracthing liktj tlic rcaaou why 
the English working claaaes, who earn on au average 
at least une-fourth incire than the French working 
cluNNca, Buffer from lack of f<tot\, whih^ their ncigh- 
boan have, if not plenty^ ^lough. It haa been 
said a hundred times that a French cook, or a 
French labourer'a wife, will miike a {jiven amoiint 
of food of any kind go twm^ n» far na nn Knglish 
one. But uobody lias yd, as far aa I know, been 
at the pains of showing in detail, the ditierences 
whicli exiat between French houecbold economy Bud 
BntUh wasteful houeekoepin;:;. Beyond a doubt we 
are an exceedingly wasteful people. Every man Uvea 
in the expectation of bcoonmig richp We scatter our 
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the Americans do, but titill id acoru of prudeiice. 
Tho Frcnctiman nc^cr mlmitii bi» iiiiAptL&tion to the 
control of hi.t expeuiitarc. He doeH uot run (-\i^,ri 
weekly bilU- Day by dny lie pnys for his food^ ami 
Iw^ft where he can buy chtrttpcst, for he i** indepen- 
dent of ihii drftlcr He ha» uot a set of tradt^meti 
(I am ftfeakiug of the midHifr-rliun* Frpnchraen) who 
cadi ftjr oixlcrtt. His cook i^ocn da3y.U> the tDurkiH 
for all tliKi^ that are to he had cheap there, jiutAi^ 
tbehoutcwive-'xlo hcri\ It wUl bv icost intcreetiiif: 
and motit importvukt to thov how the «implor market- 
ing of our iieigkhoura hdpe, ha much aa thoir Bupeiior 
ccononty in cookiti^, to that general provi.sioii cf >iif- 
Acicnt food which make» the life of the niaK^ft* here 
leae burdirnsomc to thetn Aud to th« conimunity than 
are the lives of our work-foLk and our poor to them 
ftud to the rate-payera. 

There i& uutionnJ, there is interD&tiooiLh a^ well 
aa m^vidual wa«te of food. There ia na^te wher* 
ever there is a lack of meaaa of regularly and rnpidly 
trnUMRiitting food from the markets where iti# >upcr- 
abundain to the markctB where it is acaree. Il i» 
Lhou obvioualy tho duty of Ooveniuicnts, it !» for 
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tbc mutcriol wclfure of nations, that every posalble 
encoura^raeiit rIiouM be gircn to the perfection cf 
lilies of commuiiication among a^icuUural nnd maDit- 
fdcturiug imtbiiB, so tbt^t tic ^uclden nimts of each 
may be mppliei^ that the soperftbundance of one may 
fill up the deficiency in the other. Take an example 
I find nodtr my eyes. At this jiresetit ntoment 1 am 
tufortned France ia actually eiporting clover to Eng- 
lund, Ji^ve or six years a^o the mcreltaHdisc trade 
between this port and Ncwhaveu did not exceed 700 
tons a mcmtin The eompaiiy were glad to get even 
ttiJtt -A mouth, and now the frd^htn^c of Lhu liite 
averages 3,000 tons a montli, although there is oppo- 
fiitioii by HouHewr and elsewhere. HoufleiiTj for io- 
atsDCe, B6em« to have taken poesesaton of the old 
Dieppe trade in fresh provisions. The bencfila of 
rapid and regular intcrcomiuunicatioa become ap- 
parent wherever there is a audden plenty here or in 
England. Mackerel, (or tntitanco^ arc often imported 
here when they are in great quantities in England; 
albdt there ]§ a duty on them. It is curious to 
watch the effect of free trade, iijjd of the least rc- 
atrictiou or protection on goodci that are perishable. 
The obBeiTation tends to prove how great the benefits 
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v\\\ bo to liU when free trade nh&ll be the rule among 
the njitiona of the Cciitincut. I ^ivc yuu an cxanipk* 
I hcnrd ii dfty or two sJucc. 

At one tim<* aome tbirty Englisli liiggom wprr in 
Ukc habit of bringing loiidii uf o}«ter9 to ibie port for 
sale, where ihcy sold well, although a light duly was 
levi«] on thtmi. It ;$ceTnj4, however, that the »u«c(>pti- 
bilitiea of the Englisb were arooaod when Froncli 
Rsli-boLittt enOeavourad to do a trade at Kewhaveti. 
Thuy were warned off. Tlicrunpon the Englinh lug- 
gera were driven from Dieppe. The rcgult ha« been 
that wheu Krif^lif^h oyatcrb aro in dcmatid here. 
French J«>ats gf> to Newbaveii to buy them out of the 
Eugbsb boata. Of the oyster culture of Caueatc and 
Granville, and the abundance that ia likely to be 
found shortly in the Bay of St- Dricuc, I shall have 
to «pcuk prc^cutly. • 

But it ia impossible to walk along the bu.*y qnayn 
of Dieppp now-fl-days without being struck by the 
daily increasing importanoo of the trctde of iVanoe 
with Englnrd. Opposite tlie WcbHtu Railway Sta* 
tiott lie noble acrew-stearaers, that have lately been 
most profitably engaged in carrying Liverpool cotton 
from GriniBby to this port. This new Unc of com- 
municacion wi:h ub was for some long time an in- 
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ihht ure more likely to bold the two countricB 
togetlier than any irtteniatioiial f^tcs and compli- 
mesiU. The; extend imcneasurablj' the market of 
ihe producer of |icniihahlc orticLi^. Hy the inter* 
DatiouaL tftritl' just isnuci^, v^hlch lies before mt, I 
Tioc tliul by the Wo^jtorn Rnilway uf Franco, by the 
Diepiie stpiimcrs, and the Urijjlitca Hailway, heavy 
beuts mid bulky mcrchandiac, &nd Uiousrindfi of kilo- 
grammes of peri«ha})le market food, can bo piuaed 
froni tlie Pari» market to the Loudon market, or 
uire >wW witlitTi thrt^a daym. But tJir tnrilTiK higher 
than it need be, AltJi<mgh tliu gooils tnifGc ib in* 
creaftiDg rapidly, it woidd be at once doubled if tlic 
direetonf of the Dieppe and Nowhaveit Steanuhip 
Company would lixik for profit in a vaM, steady, 
carrying business at a ebcap rate, instead of a com- 
paratively tuioll and flitctuatinf* one nt a high rata 
The whole portion of ths importation of those d©- 
»ciiptLom of food which are chcnpcr in thU country 
than In England^ liai in the csublishmeut of a chfap 
and regular carrying agcney. Thia agency does not 
At tht* pmni^ut moment e.x\sit in ii v^atisfactory eondi- 
tiou between Bn^lnnd and France. If il did *sx'm, a 
hundred speculations in produce would tukc plaec 
which are now out of the (location. Gigantic tranv 
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actioufl witli very small profits Are tbc rule m lliuse 
days ; ao tliat a rise in the price of freight of Is. per 
ton is death to many iuteruatlonal cammcrcial opera* 
tionH. It acoms that it is very diificalt to maku^ not 
ouJy the protectionist directors of foreign railways 
see tlje impolicy of maintniniDg higli rate^ which 
restrict commercial operations, but Englij^h director* 
flUo. The rate* on the Wcatcrn Railway of France 
are low, fecaiiae tlie competition of tbe Seine and of 
Paris lUrect to London by the river is severe. But 
wherever there is no op]iOfiitioii, they who govern the 
land itnd water highways appear firmly determined to 
prefer high rates and restricted opcrationn to those 
low rates which would pve tliem a steady and ever- 
incrDaeing oarrying business. It le the reetriotive 
policy of these men which hampers the tnidej and 
especially the trade in food and articles of the first 
ncc£«sity, betwceii the two countries. Yet, in spile 
<jf theat* men and the custom liousca, the trnde illfii^ts 
upon increasing^ if oidy at a snail's pace. I find that 
the men who have guided nnd directed the ^at 
tradfi that haa sprung up between Paris and Londcin, 
tnd Nomuindy and our nouth coaiitj hare been un- 
ceasing in their endeavours to strike away the bu- 
reaucratic and otlier obi^taclc^ which are in the way of 
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a free and full circulation of commt^rcc between the 
two eoimtrictp They liavo also sought to extend 
their throiigh ttuflic in every direviioTi, Fnrimtiuict, 
they cndcuvourcd iu Mny Juat tu prcvnil itpon tJie 
English North Wenteru Railw&y authoiitieH to come 
to nn an-aitK^rment by which a direct through routt* 
might Im? <tttab!ialusl froni Paris to Manoht-'stcir nnd 
Liverpool, and all the north*weateni iudiiKtrial ccn- 
trea of the United Kingdom. The proposal was a 
most liberal one fi^r thi> London and North Western 
RailiTfty. These were the conditbnaj which I have 
on the best authority : — 

L That thf^ mt^ uhould be baied upDo tho taiid' nJrjwly 
in cxiiiioniM? brtwt^tu Ltmdtm, Diepjio. tmd Vixna. 

S. TltAl th^ f!io>l chnr^c for <^onai^Qiuent ahoul<t be 3a. 
3. TluLt Iho llirouf^L mtt^H should te Bxt^d u8 foIlawH : — For 
llip iindormirfti ioncid distanti** north of London to Dieppe : — 
Uiidcr loo tuiks liic London and Dieppe rau'^ iucn^ased 

by , .», 100 pnr cent. 

1*1 1^ 200 120 „ 

201 to aoo „ 150 „ 

301 to4oo « aoo „ 

Tor the unidornuDtioaod distanooB norlh of London to 
Pflfifl i^Cndur lUO miloi tho Loudoaai^ P&ria ntt» iniTcuflt^ci 
b;^ » 'U) per cont. 

101 to 150 GO .. 

Ulto200 « flO .. 

:£01 1^360 SO .. 
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aoi taaOO 100 per vent 

331 lo400 ^ r„„», 140 „ 



l*biM propoAitioii, baaed uu tlie mtex wliidi are in 
force between Pari* nnd London, wna most udvan- 
tftgoous to tbc London aud Xorth-Westtro Railway 
CompAiiy. During the uegocmtioua wiicli uumiecl 
tbe I>iGppc aulhoritiett tuAtle a furlLer cotic<?^kon, 
vhidi garo a still lar;^or per-cditagc to the London 
and Nortli-\Vcsteni RailwAy, but witlitnit iivnil. Tbe 
Loitbi of Guiitou-si^iinrc finjUly dccliu^ to open ft 
tlirough lotitc between IVis and tbc nortli of Etg- 
land, even on tbe libcntl ternin tbat were offered to 
thcTO. In tbU they imitated tbf |iemicionH and Rhort- 
blgbtcd example of tbr coutbicutal UucSj wLicb impede 
the How of prodncD frora one dUtiict to auotbeTj nad 
from one country to anotlicr, at every turn. Noh\ 
tbo Lowest rate of curnug<> is iiat alirnvs iiie chopett. 
Ttie lino wlikli is tbc oiont nipid and tbc niofit rcfo^iar 
utll prove more adrantiL^otM to tbe merchant than 
the low.r»terl lonjj route. The through route, for 
itistaiice, which might and should have beeu estab- 
liwh^ between LiTerpool, London, Dieppe, and Pniiit, 
«lbcit its rate* would have possibly been more than 
33fi. per ton (which I believe i^ the actnn) rate be- 
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iyrccQ Livcrpoul ntn\ Koueii vid Qriituhv), wotiUl Ua»e 
been the pr«fcriiiilc mot5c of transit in many instance* ; 
for this roaion, viz. : ihat whereas it is impossible to 
carry a bnlo of cotton from J-ivcrpool vid Grimsly to 
Die}i]jc uiul Itouuii in Icsn than ten dnjT^, such transit 
h pufi?;iltc by a tbrou^^h route vitt tbc Lcndon and 
North -Western in three (iuya- 

I hiivc dwelt somcwhni on tlio mcaDA of carr;ri'>g 
food and ochcr merchandise bctwwn the two coun* 
tricfl, beoaa*iO free and rapid intercommuaieation murt 
he tlie bimr* of Mvy extension of the benefit* of tlie 
Froncli fowl markets to Kiiglnnd. Wc arc apt to 
cbemh a contctopt for the foods peculiar to fon.ngii 
nations; nor are forcignerB free Irom this prcrjudice 
a^iti«t our^ilves. While, then, practical men arc ctJ- 
doaroiiring in every ilircction to break down the bar- 
riers H'hieh still impede t!ie rapid comm^cial intercom* 
munication of nations, ?nroly it is useful to knijuirc Ijov 
our hnmhl(t ninj^bhonis live and flourish ; how it is 
tbftt, althongli moi^t of the nccoHaaric9 of life are aa 
dear in I'rancc as they nre in England, a French jndge 
can make a ducent show in bis sphere of society on 
£400 ft ycur. There can be no reason why no variety 
should be cvcr.bnnij^ht to tht^ Irift1iiu;iu iv1lc> lives on 
polatoesj to the Scotchman's porridge, and to the 
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^eaus and bread of the Englishman, We wonder 
how our neighbours live becanse we are a wasteful 
race ourselves, and they that have tlirift which turns 
tvery grain of ici^d, and every ounce of txaixual mat* 
ter, to at^ount. Our population knows but three or 
four varieties of food, and will have no other kind, 
and rnuat have these whether there there be a plague 
upon one or all of them or not. Did not the ettiirviug 
Irish peasantry, when they were worn to shadowTS^ 
push the diet of maiae from them ? Yet was it good 
and wholesome food. The Norman peiisant lives fat 
und 8nng under Ills wnrni thatch, and the ^shermun 
of this rocfey coast rears hia hardy race uiidcr the 
cliffs in comfort, varying bia food and aweeteuiug and 
seasoning it, and wsing in itA preparation economies 
that are unknown to the working classes of our [jro- 
dignl mce. Wlien he fails — it is by drink ;— and 
drunkeuness ia atcalbig. like a plague, over Lc Pollel 
and Dieppe. 



ROVNEl ABOUT ARqrC8. 



This great ]i\n.tmu of the AUcrmont, lliat ia pflckeJ 
bt^wccTi the valleya of Kaulne and Bcthiinc, itud 
througU wlucli tUrt^iulii & nmd td icaat of Mcrovinpan 
origin, pn^tHMits to un in oxtrnordiiiukry coQoeatration 
both the industrial strength and Ac agricuUuni] fer- 
tility of Normaudy. The broad valley that atretchea 
frum ni(?ppc }illlier, aud which then hraik^hta to ilw 
oast nnd to the souths presents landscapes as rich aud 
fat aa any part of Kent. The broad green meadow* 
are dotted everywhere witJi cattle; the fiirm^hoiiwiK 
ULie trim, und snug, nut] solid; tvnd pungijut uduors 
steal upon the traveller from the cider preasea as he 
passes. It is & laud nf plenty, vith here and there 
bviay factories |;ltmted in the midot. St> Kichola^, 
for inf(tauce, in a watchmaking village, of 2,000 in- 
habitant*, where the work-folk flourish, the oece*' 
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wHe-s of Hfe bdiig ubimduut about tlicui. Hc;ru is » 
happy misture of the agricultural and majiufacturing 
deiijeot. The men can eaninhout 15s, a week, aiul 
the women between 8s, nnd ^s. In thia qiiict place 
chronometers and astronomical instruments arc madc- 
TaVe anothtr village tt( these vallej-s, §ay Machi^ii- 
viUe, It is of the earth — earthy, A hamlet afford- 
log a fcw thfltchcd ruoD to aomu old gardeners and 
cuittvators of vegetables (which flourish exceedingly 
i\\ this light «oil] ; its humble foundaticns are Hki? 
nearly GV^y cottage round about, on Roman or feudal 
nibs. It was n port aii or iwvcu centurii> ago, nud 
ve^tables grow where ships sailed. The old folk of 
the place have had a dim raumory of the ancient dH>"s 
earnod down from father to eon, and some among 
them call their ememld paatura^^cs »«/& to ilus day. 
Hence the view of the irrimC3i*e Norman meadow 
Unrls \& mugiiifieeiit, covered, as the entire landscape 
ia, with cattle browsing upon the rich hcrba^. Thcac 
flock* and <lrovi-s do not all l>eton^, it ^h<»uld be un- 
derstood, to ridi proprictorB. There arc the common 
land« (rominmiefi), gifts nf the dukeit or kings of old, 
where the poor man's ox or cow ho^ the right to ronm 
And feed, I am told that here there is a cow belong- 
ing CO each cottage — that she is the nurae of the chil- 
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drvD, th« care of tli« old peofilc^ nnd the Friend of the 
whole familyj whose entire tbrtirae §he frequonUy 
repr«»ent»— »o thatj in lookiiif; nt tlie*e hevA* of cattJc 
atretoliing far and wido, 1 see not oniy the wealth cf 
lauillonlii mid of farmers, but also the support aiid the 
comfort of the ptrasantM -, for the n^culturnl family' 
that U able by hook or hy crook to keeji a cow is 
prwtilcd iif:iiiti!<t all the flhrtrpor tit^ciSEvUiota of the 
labourer's life. The valtcryi^ about Arqucs, that of 
Varenne, which is behind the majestic ruiua of the 
rftHtlr, thi* nncient frtivnt ; lii^thiiiip, hpyond the fnu'Kt; 
nnti the nvcr winding thmugh nil the rurni wenlth, 
past NcafchaU'l, are aa rich iu historical interest aa 
they are wealthy from Iho a^culturi^t's jioint i>f 
vtirw. ThU llttli* town of Anpjt'% bmlt up upon 
Runiau and feudnJ ruiui^, wIu^to crnuibUa(; moaacit of 
walls meet you at every »tep, and where the new ia 
everywhere plji^tered and cobbled npon the old, with 
xU *hflinbliug street* of Fome, of Lonibardy, nnd of 
tbe BurguuUians ; where Uoiuun and aucit;ut GaiUr 
medals, and fragments of ciiapels and priories are 
plentiAil, is a scene of immortal mcmories-^a sceac 
poopled with the shades of Gcoffroy Plautageiwt, 
Philip Augustus, Richitrd Co;ur dc l^un, aud Henri 
Uiutrc ; to-duy n !«bow place from Dicp^ie, inhabited 
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with a ruddyr vrcU-todo a^ncultoral poptilntioDi Here 
Henri Quatre won his kingdom, aiid closed the mar- 
tial glories that cncDQipn^sed the feudal oiiKtle. It 19 
a grand rum perehed on 4 uohlc cminciice^ and ]icei>- 
111^ vVK't iu timiiiled luosncn of wall. On thia brecEf 
rfay notliiijg is to be aeen around save plaiu and wood, 
aud peaceful Uuabandi'}'. Hie onl; breaks Id the 
monotonous moaning of the wind are the blowa of 
Bcmo sturdy yokels who are stripping the wu^Qut- 
trcea in tlie ?a11ey belo?. The enceinte of the old 
feudal fortress is now a vast poultrj'-yard, niid I saw 
ono or two fine brci^iU poc^king ubaiit tlic ancient 
keep, aiid by the silent dungeon*. Everywhere, in 
a word, is rare natural fertility. Tliree or four old 
crones, leaning on heavy HticlcA, issue suddenly Irom 
the vall^r ^^ ^he stranger winda up the? uanow *tet\> 
to the caatle, and" beg in a whininv voice. But 1 
make bold to »tate that the^e micinit dames have nut 
bt-en pint4ied aiKl torn by poverty into the Uideoua 
fnrm&, covered with old clothe^, ^hicb are preeeuttd 
to the traveller be»eeclkiug his charity. They are by 
no tneans to be taken aa evidence that there is poierly 
round about the ancient bonrg of Arijucs. The^c 
ladio» of a certain age, I waJTmit, drive a very pretty 
busincs« when Dieppe's fashiouable visitors shoal 
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hither dnity. I ilrv]i|)r^ n few ifoua ia tht;ir liuitlit 
i» I passed^ and they were hoard, & few moment* 
later, discusAinjc the relative eioellenccs of " lea bonnet 
Uqueunt." 1 iroadoT whether tht!^ can gvt ChnrtrcuBO 
to their liking in thi« rjugh hut G&pfidoiis and noiay 
"Hotel du CliiVtunii d'Arqiits," where the landladv 
u making a prodij^iou^ salad under ihe eye of a donkey 
boy, who hita just arrived with a party, and ia waiting 
for hift mug of cider> 

llie Bgricultiira.1 mtcm and agricultuTEil life is 
rapidly chau^ng throughout thin <ii«triet. Th« aim* 
pie ouatonift of titc old time arc faAt fading avray. 
The raih'oad, the sltuni-power hi the factoriea of SI, 
Nicolas, the rapid transit of agricultural produce, 
the^e an chnnguLg influvncev which the PatfS de 
Ct^nx is hcntliug every day. The people of thi» 
region are a hardy, burly race, quite diltering lit 
many e«seriti&U from tte raceji on the other or 
eovtcru sido of tho vtillcy, who nro Celts. The main 
dilTerence wtiieh old men who have lived hereabouts 
Dotiov urtd d(!(i]ore ia the disappearance of the patri- 
archal, the family element, amoDg the ugriculturt^l 
populatii>u. If the Norman pcaaaat, if the Cauchoi* 
la not devoting much time to his mottal improve* 
iii€Dt| or caring enough fur the Hchooling of hia 
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cliildrcn, he is becoming knowing aa tis master, and 
tlie people vith whom his mafltcr deals arc becoming 
kiif^wing uTulcr tlie keenness of <^onipetitioii, and \rjtli 
the duily s|>rca^l of mnrkeU. It Is still thf-. rule that 
all the men who work uu a farm cat nil their iiiuhIb 
at the homrsteiwl. It is true tlmt they gpt very little 
fre^h meat indeed. The pig is the raaia provider of 
Biiimal food hcrOj as he ia in oiir s^ioidtural diHtriate- 
But the farniera' maids know how to chop op masses 
of vegetableSr and to caat a lump of ment or ]>ork or 
grease into itj and with ah^ap and simple materials to 
muko a ^rcat cauldron of nonriahiriL,' soup, rouiid 
whichlbe sturdy ploaghboys wiU ^atlier hun^ily and 
heartily betimes on winter mornings. -With an an- 
limited Bupidy of stout whcaten bread (the pride and 
ithff of thtH couiitrj"} ft mo6t nutritious and ample 
mejil in made. Tliere i^ no vtint of bread ; each man 
may eat to his utmost of it. In the middle of the 
day tlie homemti-fld la prepared to reeeive all thi? farm 
fforkcr^ for diunf^r. It la one dish, a pot*tttt'frrUt 
sometimes lish if the supply be picntifut on the coaeti 
sometimes *oup again ; but there is always the abun- 
dant (jroad find good oidcr, Tlie suppi>r la the tliird 
meal of bread and cbee«e or bacon. Thi» cntiitg iu 
common hai great advantages. U eau be cheaply 
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done, and Uie aaup, vrhicli Ui<! farmer's wife know* 
how to mmkc £;nitcfiil to the palate of her husband's 
Iftbotirers, can be varJM). To-<!ny Uie ehicf mtn- 
pouotit part is lOTTcl, to-marrow it i» onions; but the 
poUtye EfOTtrvarin and comforting and ^iLst^iamg. 
The other day, dropping accidentally into the com- 
mon riw>m or Iciti^hen of n fana, vie. fonnd thr 
i^^oiutiti Matting furlli upon the beard for dinuvr a * 
great <t(Jw of mu»»t'la, Thcftc, with tlft unlimitod 
supply of bre^d — on vhich 1 muat alvnys iiiviat— 
were the mon'« dinnor of tJm day, 

Tt vfon the cu»tom of tlic? farmer to prc«i(lo at the 
repasts of hisnKrn; and in that old time'the wife, 
witli her mnids* «cn'cd all before they themficlven set 
down. But, juat as in Gngland, the «ifn{llitity of 
farm life ia diaappcariugj or has disappeared^ so even 
is tlime valleys madamc la fr-rmib'e hk» fraught a 
touch of gentility, and ftlieand her lord now <!at their 
tueala in a ruoin aynvt, Icavinjf; the workfolk alone lu 
the kitchen. Wlien the wive* or djtnghtcrw of tbc 
workmen arc re<^UirIy employed round the fami, 
they also have their meals ui the eommon room. 
But Uie woaieu aiid childruu are inontly i-iuployi^l in 
wld jobs, and provide their own foorl This they can 
do much better tlian the English agriculturist's wife, 
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for the reason tlint they are mUtpeaaeft of t!ie art of 
making cheap tiiitntions food. In offering a man 
liospitality, we tender Irim a knife and fork. The 
Prencli connttymnu vruuld tender Jiim u spoon. The 
Bretoii head of a fitmUy i» bound always, Jitx^ording 
to ftQ ancieut sayn^g, to find for his hrothcra and 
auters n b<?d and a spoon unrler the- |jat.erniil roof. 
An old gentlemnu lamenting the other day to me t\xe 
whirr and atir of tliese days of unrestrained competi- 
tion wldeh, among otlier calamities, had brofight 
about, he eontended, the destruction of the fame of 
the Dieppe herriug, uoLody earing for reputation 
now, and everybody histing after money; this old 
gentleEiian said even the attcient and poetic veneration 
for tho shepherd, which was general all through theee 
historical districts, anil had beeu so from time out of 
date, was &diiig out of men's minds. Some yeara 
ago, when a barrel of herrings left Dieppe with the 
Dieppe brand upoit it, everybody knew that it eon- 
tained the bert herrings in the world ; and now tlicy 
are packed off anyhow, the great object being to wive 
time and make money fast, lu the same way the 
commc^rcial spirit was invading tlic country, and the 
shepherd vras not now venerated as in tbc old time. 
SliU, be i» to tlua hour reapeeted aTid looked U]> to 
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beyond every otber agricultural laboui'er- Pas^g 
Itifl life out in th<:sc broad prairica among hU flocks, 
with the little hotue on vheE^la for hia oaly Bbetter, 
be in the lirf4 And chief care of the homostt^ad. He 
is sened first from the farmer's own tabic. He i* wi 
authority^ There ix oi fire in Uku villiL^^ and tlie 
shepherd is serLt rL>r to put it out. I have a story of 
a cert;uu ifezif;iriii|( man of Dieppe, He lud bceii a 
pilot. He had becu in all things a |)rosperou« raaD. 
The fiea had ever been kind to him, and his locker 
nrA& wril etorod. lie modLt venturer in &ih, bought, 
1 spprcbcnd> a ship — jicrliapa for the Newfoundland 
KHhcries* — and thai on a wtulduJi his g*jod fortune for- 
sook him, evcrytiiiug went wrong with liim- liis 
{;oklturuod to lead. Mbfortimc melted bia property 
into tbin air Hw nergboiirs woJidered liow it luul 
come to pass that the old lucky pilot had suddenly 
fallen on such <layA of unmixed evil. Tim oxplanatiou 
— to iht^m tLti all-Minick'ut one — crtmc iu due time, 
lie had on a ctrrtain occafion passed a flight on & 
ihephcrd; «iLch watt the faith in i^hepherds in thi« 
country vrithin the meraory of liviug meu; but, 
according to my old friend, it ht all dibup|>eanng 
before the Icnowin^acsa of the present time. Eren 
the Poltrt fi«hcrmcn> aceording to him, are ^tting 
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this moilera shnrpucss, at the same time that they 
are degenerating, and the elderly fii^Iiwivcs will na 
longer tftll the atnmger any uf tlie ancient legeri<1ft of 
their racG. Tliey have become R&liaiuec] ofLbciu^ 

Let lis hope that aomethirg of the simplicity of 
these ancient pallpys will be left tti thcra, when they 
are brotigLt into cloeor contact with the feverish 
sjieculatiou of modern times, by the railway that is 
deatiaed some <lay to run through these nohle*pn,stur- 
age9, atid open up such fine producing districts ks 
Neufcliatel and the luJjaeont arrort/tijusfTncnis. It is 
estrnordinary, indeed, that this higlily.prodaclJTe 
district has been m long left Avitliout a railway. The 
plans of one have been accepted, and the concession 
has been awardcdi I fiud, to the Weetcni Kuilway of 
France; bat the Wealem authorities are in no hurry 
to proceed with the work. Had such a line beeu 
wanted in Euglaind, it would not have Iwcn hftadcd 
over to a compAuy that 1ms already a harniful mono- 
poly of these districts, and that impedes the develop- 
ments uf their great nsitural riches. With such 
ma^uifieeiit auO vast cxteat of fruitful soil stretching 
ill noble ralkys away from Ihv port uf Die|Ji>c into 
the interior, the food production of thin part of the 
country will no doubt be doubled when it &hall please 
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the Woiitorn Rdiitwn; Company to lay down the vaUoy 
line along a tract which 1 heard an enthusiastic 
DieppoU Miy ibe other tUy, teemed m if it Uiul boon 
d&siguocl by tbc hon JHeu far u rbiuip mid highly 
advatktQgcQUa iroD wjiy^ Av it u, it appcjirB that 
Ituuen and Dieiipe conciume all, or nearly M, tlio 
farm proiiu<.<c of tbc diitrict-s that He between them. 
Tli« vnllcy railway^ bowrv^rr, will it in br^licvfrd, oikul 
up A new and Abuadiuit food nmrltctj by bringing u 
splcudid agnciUtural district itito direct eommunica- 
tioa with Dieppe ant] England on the one liand^ and 
with PsiriB on the other. The [wjorer [jtoi)!*? {>f tlie 
agncuiturni villagca that arc within reach of the 
Dieppe market, uudonbtedly turn the produce of 
thcip cow or of thtir garden into money, and the 
result ift, that they huve not an abundance of milk for 
home coiuutujiiiua. Hut they p^ct the f;ood in one 
«hape or the other The petulant women, who take 
their baskets full of butter and eggs to Uieinw, buy 
meat and groceries with tlia sale-money — luxuriCB 
which tire of vast importance to them. Morcorer, 
the market inciter them to turn every inch of their 
tand to good account* The splendid vegetable j^nr- 
rleus of this district show the strong tendency of 
accessible tuorkcts to atiiiudnte production in ovcry^ 
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waj. Yet, with tins lesson under their cyc», with an 
export aud import trade iucrea&ing every year, in spite 
of them, the Cauchoia people remain utterly without 
enterprise. They have )n> notion of opening » new 
market for IhcmBdvcB, for their fisheries, nor of 
mukiug imprnvcnients, Lor of embarking in trade 
spocnlations of any kind vhatsocver. Through these 
splendid lallcys, opening to tlic coast opposite Eng- 
land, ft grent trade is destined to roll ; but it is said 
strangers mui^t takr the port and town of Dieppe in 
hand first. Tho natives will do nothings They have 
ncillLer comniercial coui'agc noi- personal ambitioiLi 
The seafaring population, btith Saxon and Celtic, are 
degenerating rapidly. Tlie tmwlera have half de- 
stroyed the noar fishery \>y tlieir reckless system of 
fiaMiig. The Ptlkt sailors who go forth to seek their 
bread on the banks of Newfi>uiidl:md — the Terre- 
Neuvians, as tliey are calltd^ — cnrrj' their loads of 
cod fish, not buck to thcnr native pkce, but to Mar- 
seilles, to Bordeaux, and to Cette. They bring 
tiotlitug Iieme «:ive ditieaaes, which undennine their 
constitution^ and conscqupntly those of their children. 
TUcy are away ^even moutla in the year, yet they 
bring no tmde to their uative port. Some time since 
an extraordinarily enterprising Dicp|>ois f>pirit rceolved 
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to iBalce a Tcnture in cod fisb, and to luring home p^rt 
of !ii« takings nt Nevrfoiiudlatid, to prepare ihcin for 
a market at Dieppe, aud to send them thence for *ale. 
Ho had a notion thut he would havo a 8i>cdal ivlvniL' 
t!ige III Ui«f nuirket by this meana. But t\w foolish 
fellow only knew of one murkrt. He went hi» Ssh to 
Toura fliui thereabouu, where he pat them iu dircet 
compctittou Trith hi» oiva fUh, whick had been cured 
and sent from Cette and Bordeaux, lie found, la 
other vurd«, that he was ondcrsclliiig himself. And 
00 this httte ent^rpriad was brought to a ^pt^^edy con- 
cluaiou. Whjr, it was oljHervfd, did wA thia m^cxu- 
UtWe lishcrmati send htJt cod lii^tij any, to the 
Uauubian PriucipalitieB, where he would have found 
k large, ready and highly prolitable mnrkc-t. The 
lULswer is, he wu» of Diiippe, and hail uo inure idira uf 
finding out a new market than the tra^vlera liavc of 
< sendijig fifth anywhere suve to Roucii Jind Pam. A 
inodt intcUigcut gcntlcmnu, wha hntl been horn in 
Dieppe, aaid to me a few days sinee : — 

"Life 18 very simple here. We have not changed 
so much as they have iu other plaees. Our habitB 
■ wujewbat ancient date, Wc breakfast at eight, 
our dinner iu the middle of the day is jmt ^pot-au- 
feu and some vegetables, and then wc have a aubatantial 
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ouppcr curly in the crentng. The worltpcoplc of th« 
town arc better oQ* than they were: they eat meat 
three or four times a week ; vegetables are cheap, and 
aometitae* there U plentjr of the cowsw kinds of fiah 
— a^uk^tt:, &c. ; for drhik they get a wholesome cider 
fit Id. a Ltre; but the habit of drinkiikg }i«a spread 
all over the town. The increaac in tlie coiisuinptiQn 
of brandy ie alarmingly rapid. The workfolk — even 
the fl&Jiennen now, the trawlers eapecialty— are spend- 
thrifts, and come ashore and ent and drink what they 
have made by their last voyage. Their nets have 
drft^);ed up and clieturbcil the bcils of the sea, so that 
the fish no longer cojne as regularly a« they did. 
Tlicrc ifi not, therefore, the steady income to be made 
that eouhl be retietl upon twmty fir tbtrty ycn.nt n^, 
vhcn m »im|Je fiaheiinan could cftm his iiCO or £70 
a year regularly. From lack of proper rrgulatioiis 
and precautions, a splemlid, mid re^lar^ aud reliable 
ftoiiree of fiiod has hwn spoiled aiul broken — a hardy^ 
and *obcrj and steady race uf uicii Iinvi; been broken 
up, »o that Tiow the Dieppe fishcnuati is careful not 
to bring Hs sons up to the sea." 

Tills la a mcUmeholy coaditiou cf thing*. Other 
facts hear oat the truth of the foregoing descrip* 
tioii. Dicppi^ (it L« an old saying) m built upon 
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oyster fthelb. The itne roiid utretcfung away to 
, Puurvillc ia a vast oyster-bed. An entliiiaiiutic 
consumer said to roc, that lying off Pounille, the 
wrecked little village on ttie Scic (the name of vhicli 
livM in mcn'it memon^e only bccnUBe the Diich<?sBe 
de LoDguoiUc escaped thence), are the very finest 
Dystera in th« world. "And," he added, 1 fear, 
oil LiisiiiEcicut evidoDce, "they arc positively rotting, 
04 they will wltcu left undrodfccd, the upper layer 
destroying tlie under oue. I ciurnot t«ll you why 
all this food ia left to destruction under the eca, close 
to our flhore, I can only answer you tliat it U no- 
At one lime n liutidred Eiigliah oynter bouts might 
be seen busy off our coast dredging, and a fa&t abip 
came regularly ami collected their curgoei!; and carried 
them off to London. But our authorities warned 
theui off, and ttov the beds arc left, and uobody has 
the advantage of tliem," This statement is in Strang 
contradiction to all that we have henrd rf late years 
of the Emperor'a de«rc to introduce the oyatcr as 
a general article of food in hb dominions. We have 
the learned labours of M. Costc, and h\& activity at 
St. Brieuo, cppoaed to the Dieppois assertion. I 
Aoapect, Ikowever, the truth is that^ while M- Co»te 
can show, in the tieldti of hia learned operations, 
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hijrcllcH londcd with clusters of yoiuig oysters — nny, 
even 20,tKJ0 ill a single hurdle — sponger and worms 
have been busy along the shores by Dieppe and by 
Pourvill?, and the dre^ni f>f covering every rock from 
Die}>pe to Brent with healthy oy»ter-seed is very for 
from Ijciiig realised, 1 cannot iind hereabouts the 
least activity in the oyster trade, nor the least sign of 
at o}«ter fishery. All whom I question on the aub- 
ject ahrug their sliculderSj aud just poiut vaguely to 
the Pare am Huitres^ a small space where the 
French procees of "greening" oyBturs goes on< We 
do knov fcr certain that the oyster- bniiltB of the Bny 
of St. Brieiic once gave employment to two hundred 
boatti, and that now they barely employ twenty. It 
is interesting to the economist, as well as to the 
scdetitific man, to know ttiat a ainglc oyster willeafrt 
ibrth a ^uj^t-cloud conaii^ting of 2,000,000 of cgga. 
But is it not a pity^ while dreaming of the days when 
every rack is to ba covered with tliia fine food; to 
allow tlie foo<l that i» ready to our bnnda to be de- 
stroyed by the sponge and the worm? The day will 
come when the paml>:iing regulatioua whieh ai^itear 
to exist between thia country and France in tli€ 
mattor of opteis, will be recollected with iioiaething 
Hike shame in both countrieti. Que stormy morning 
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last u-cck, vbca I was at PiqipQ, 1 found that be- 
tween 60 and 70 Hnj^liiih oyi^ter-hont* hud run for 
(hdter into the port* The brawny English fivher- 
mon Kwnrmod in the town, ^nd looked vciy much 
out of their element indeed. Here they were; with 
their cargoee of oystcrsj not one of which they were 
P^rmittrsl tfi liind, Kltltmigfi thf^y vrOTild hnvr h<*en 
e4^;erly bought up, considcnng the price which 
oysters fetch at this moment in Pans! But the 
iiio«t liberal cf^nceasion for whicli they could hope, 
if they wcjrc detained in port nome d&y» and should 
become dii^trciacd for want of naoney, wouUI 1w 
the pertni>4aion to sell two or three thourF^und oysten 
by Auction to provide for their neccraiticfi. 

M- Coite can produce 20»000 oyatera m a ftinpU' 
hurdle uo larger than eue stalk of com In a field* 
Than how hia viuon expands. Twenty tlioiinand 
oyster* ttre worth fl6. One oyatcr producer 
9,000,000 oyetcr*. The Bay of St. Bricxic is to 
bcGomu one vast ibod-bed; aad yet the sponge and 

_the worm are destroying not the oysters that are hn 
air in the vivid iroa^uation of the pliilosopher, 

fhut the pcrftct oyster tliat is ripe for red pepper, aiul 
that yearns tbr the lemon juioe. 

Let mc flhortly describe bow a certain race of 
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workmen live who, while they dwell in Tillsged 
■Dme league or no away from Dieppe, iiovcrtheless 
continuously pursue some towu tnuloB, The Dieppe 
niOMjUB, for iuBtituce, come frcio od? dllagc, aiid the 
Dieppe carpenterH from another, A skilful masou 
will caru from 2fl, to 2s. 6d» » ilay, while a conimon 
Iftbonrer will get Is, a day. The manner ia which 
these meii live differs in OTery respect from the way 
iu wliich an English masoD or carpenter will exist. 
The English mason or carpenter is better off than his 
French cotifrhre; earns more wa^a, and prctcTids to 
enjoy a more getieroue diet. But* given a certain 
fium to live upon, sec how much better the French- 
man turns his money to ari^ouut in the shape of food 
than am EngliahioaQ can. To begin with: when the 
French maBon or carpenter rises in hia village home, 
say on a winter morning long before sunrise, his wife 
prepares for him a nteftuiing bowl of onion or other 
yegetable soup. TbiA, vith his lump of hretul, gives 
him a substantial start for his day's labour* When 
he Beta forth^ it is his invariable custom to carry 
with htm to Dieppe an enormous lump of bread ; 
thiH, with a bit of cheese and a litre of cider, repre- 
seuta hia dimier- In tlie summer he will get fruit 
in plenty, instead of bis cheese or piece of bacon. 
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His work clone> lie retuntH home to hw villa^, and 
lierc finds a supper of aoup or bacon. He gets 
sometbiti^ likt; variety fu ve}\ ait chcApncis in his 
Het^ lie u fortan&tdjr utuatcd in this rc^pcct^ 
tiut he can vary hia tabic with musBcU, or skate, 
or conger-eeL Tlie liiel he gcta altojct-ther (loe» 
not produce, it may be, that »nimal boat and tignur 
^hich arc accu in ttic Englir^b race of workiiieu, but 
he ia Bufficiently fell for hi» chinate and his work. 
He is not reduced to that horrible monotony which 
IB the saddobt part of the EuglisU workman'^ r^jime. 
flU wife htu* m&ay reftouroes, and iiL-yer cries ilmt 
the CHptesird is bare, and that there is abaolutt^ly 
nothing for him to dip hia fi|K>ou into* Tlie Cauchois 
[QosoD twenty years ago wa* oven an t^ccedingly 
prosperous, and a happy and hn lionounible man. 
Twenty years ngo he vould have deemed himself for 
ever dishonoured had he been found in a sttate of 
iiitox]cntioii> zLiitl spending Lis Hubatniicc in a IMeppc 
cabaret on Stttiirday nigJit, instead of taking it home 
to his villaj^e for his wife and children; and now all 
the younger workmen, ufter they are pwfl their 
wa^es on Satimlay njgbt, go to the cabaret, and 
om make their way straight out of the town on 
~ttie road home. Even the boys (who are put to hod 
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work when they should be at school) drink. I am 
told that only a for of the old men, who will not 
forget the di^ty of their fAthors, and the fiobor 
h&bits iu which they were hrought up, keep clcir 
of tike brandy*bottlc. 

The Predcli delight in what mny he culled striking 
statiaticb. Some 20 jeWH ago M. de Oaapiuriu pre* 
seated a aeries of ingenious statiatice, through which 
he arrived at the concluaiou thst there were at that 
time 4«,000,000 of fowls in France, and thst they 
laid auiiually 1,920,000,000 of eggs. Now, if instead 
of such flights of figureSj French &tatiHticiaii» would 
Iceep the record of the uatifjual exportations and im- 
portations brought down to the latest poaaible moment, 
90 that we might l)e able to contraat tLe progrcst« of 
trade in this year with that of last year, iu this quar- 
ter with that of the last qtiarter, the}' would do work 
more uaofid tliau that on which they now cng;ii^ 
their eminent talents. Bat how stands the case ? 
In the Annuaire de rEconome Politique for the pre- 
fieut year we get the French exportatioua and impor- 
tations of 1863 only, Thi* table is excelltntly 
arranged. The single tadt 1 have to find with it is> 
wluit I m&y call in these days the antiquity of its 
facta. On one page I find that France wni u& good^ 
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tu tlic extent i>f :e30,72O,000, aad, on the oppOHitv 
page, that wc &ODt goods to Fmnce to the value or 
£18,^10,000. The inri-eoAe in our imports from 
Franco hoot bcuii prodJgioiL« tluring tho last two }*oara* 
In prtK)f of tJii« i have obtained a return of i!ie pro- 
risionfi whicli have heva Mfiieii by tho Dieppe and 
Ncwhavcn i^tcam Uric to Eiiglanil trom the forruer 
port ID tlic months of July, August, au<l September 
of 1S65. namely :— Oxen, 38; <!alv«>, 123; ihecp, 
148; pigs, 631 ; l)utt«r, 680 tons; c^n, 547 tona; 
fruits and vcgirtabl4?«, 145 tonn ; flour, 841 tona; 
aaltcd pork, 16 tonft.* And this in f<pitc of tlic loner 
freiglitEt of the Honfleur and LittJehampton liiuv 
wluch haa drawn a ^cat quuitity of tn^h food in 
that dirrction. These fi^rea justify the belief of 
enlightened traf^c tiii^uagera that, wheu a elii^tp nnd 
ref^iilar tlirough goads traffic is established all over 
France, and is perfected m Eagliud, an enormous 
uicroaso in the ititcrnatJonal prorisioTL trade will take 
place. 

• Tn fha flmt nlnvon mrnithn of 1864 wfi importRd 14.1.778 
oxtfu, bulK ^nd coiw ; and 1{^0,[)3O in 1865. In the former 
year wo nlsto imported 4lS|H39 ^lieep, and in the latter y«ar 
733,0S4. 
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Let me draw a comparison between the esportations 
l*y the Ncvhaven and DiRpp*^ steam-boats for July, 
August, and September in i8G4and the aame montba 
in 1865, I have already given the figures of tlie ex- 
lioftations of 1865 during tbc three moutha in quea- 
tiou. I will ndd tbe tables for ]8G4^ which euablo 
tuG still rartht:r to confirm the aaaertioas of those 
who are intereated in the tradeof carrying food, on 
the vital importance of n rapid and re^ar system uf 
iiitpmatioiial transit. In 1864, m tlie months of 
July, Au^at, and September, the ateam-boiit carried 
from l>ieppe to Nevhaveu no less than 455 tons of 
fruits and ve^table^. These fruits and vegetables 
were <K>mparutive)y cboiip on this dde of the Uhanuel, 
and the supply vns deficient in England ; whereas, 
this year, fruit and vegetables have been abundant in 
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England. Thu coDacquenoe lias been that during 
tbe Ijut three monihH only )4i5 tons have l>cm 
camod cid Di<!p|)cto£ngtiuid> Let mc note anotlwr 
contrast- In the three Hummcr montliaof 18(>4 onJy 
10 tans cpf flour were exj)orted by this route, where&s 
this }'enr .'U1 tm« have been sent to Kugland, 
There ia anothrr contrast between the two yeare 
vhich n suggestive. In 18G4 the ftrticJcf of expor- 
tation consisted of firuits and yei^etahlcs, butter, e^gs, 
and flour 6n1y. But in 1865, oxeu, calvet, sheep, 
pigij and salted pork have be«n added to the list. 
The exportation of" cattle, vid Dieppe, is quite a new 
trade— one that has been provoked bv the presence 
of th<f pla^KT m Kn^lnnd and its fth^etice from tlie 
^rc;at ^jtzing liimls of the Dorth uf France, in a 
previous Chapter, I drew the reader's attenliCD to the 
desinibtHty of e^ttablinhini; on a wide bnsU cheap and 
re^lar through rat^ for the cnrHnge of food and 
ether perishable urticles, and I remarked on the 
decrease in trade suffered by the Dieppe aJid New- 
haveu route iu consequence of the competition of the 
ehoup IlonHcur and Littlehampton Uncj but 1 wns 
not prepared to lind so greot a change as that which 
has taken ]>tace in twelve months. The export of 
butter in July, Auguetj and September, 18(J4, 

6 « 
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tmountcd to 755 tons. In the corresponding mouths 
of 1865 it had fallen to 680 tons, beiag a dimiuutioa 
of 75 Uiom. lu tlie same months the e^cportntion of 
eggs had fallen from 1,593 tona in 1864 lo 547 tons, 
bting a diininntion of 1^046 toLs. The losa of trade, 
thcDj to the Dieppe and Newhavcn hue has been, in 
coDscqucncc of high freight^^^c, no Ic^ thoii IJSl 
tons in three months. In short, attracted by tlic 
charm* of cheap carriage, butter and eg^, to use my 
informant'R expre^ion, "have taken anoth<?r route." 
It ia irhcQ we couaitler the ettcut of the commer- 
cial tranaactioua which aonuaily take place t>e1weeu 
France and England that we are thoroughly awakened 
to the importance of creating as many channels of 
commuaictttiiiu ad puHsible, and of making iheae a» 
cheap Ha poaaibie, between the two countriefl. in 
1863 tlie value of French exportation^ to England 
re^icWd nt^arl^ thirty-two millions sterling, bcisg more 
tL»ri thr viklue of the c^iportis to the wlioEe of Q^i- 
uanyj Belgium, and Italy put together. lu the same 
year tie importations from Eu^aud into France 
amouutnd in monetaiy value to about tvronty-throe 
millions and a half atcrling ; maJdng tlie value of the 
trade between tlie two countries over fifty-five mil- 
lions Bterling per annum, lliis glgatitic trade, which 
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b ei-er iiicrcafliDg, which hns indeed greatly increned 
withiD the liwrt two years, is surely one which should 
iLimulat^ the fner^ira ofr^lvnyand stc&m*«hip com- 
pany directum, Xcwr ttttd cheap mtauA of trwuit 
must mdiibitably rt^^awaki'n the i-nterprise of oommii- 
riiticH thiit now permit their traile to languiiih, aiid 
will Hot gather the iihundouce that only awaita the 
industry orUieir Imndcf. lu my ]u»i chapler I louch«i} 
upon the litngnishiDg and ncf^Icctcd oyster trade of 
this coast. [ ob^^erve from the «tiUisti<» of Freoch 
trade jD-eiivrftlly in 16413, that there was b d&dint;, muI 
a serioti» one, in the profLiictiau of Frcnrli fiwhtTie* iix 
this ytiiir Take the cod ti&hery : tbe mimher of men 
engaged in it wore (11 R less thaii tie avcraijc number 
of the five preceding yvar^j axiH the produce ahowed 
a dimiiiiitioii of 38 per cent, on the same averaf^. 
Th^ whale fisiiery »1iowh a Dotahle decrease, The 
herring fishery wa» 80,465 loctriad rjuitUatw leas 
t)tiin in 1862. In this ycftr the value of the tish ex- 
ported txoiD France was .£644J,0OO, We arc told that 
ttie Emperor, briiigiug once more to bear upon the 
prosperity of his subji^ts his knowledge gained in 
exile amaiLg the English people, took ineaeui-ea tot 
the spread of a tnste for oysters among the Parisihus, 
It is said that to this end he ordered oysters, packed 
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uj atriw, to be dlatnbutcd regularly for sale at the 
Paris wine-shops, with stones laid upon tbeiu to keep 
them dosed* Be the atory true or false, there can be 
no dcmbt thet the anle of ojstera has become an Piior- 
nious one uuder the Stroud Empire* lu 1856, M. 
Jloreau de Jonn^^ gave tbe consumptiou of oysters 
ill Faria doue, for the yenr 1851, aa aiuounhng in 
value to j£2C,848. I ilnd the conaumptioa of oysters 
(or 1832 valued at £29,240; aotl that, in 1847, the 
snnaal value bad risen to £09,930, You see that iu 
1851 Paris consumed almost tbe national supply of 
184?; juid eiuoe 1851 the cousiuoption hoe much 
more than doubled, with prices as high aa those of 
London. It is estimated that the oyster beds of 
Cancale, near 8t, Malo, yield 100 millions of oysters 
annually, and that 60 millions are produced from 
CouTseullea, near Caen. This ia without talcing into 
consideralion the oyster beds of Dieppe, or Havre, or 
Dunkirk. You have seen already how much in to be 
eipcctcd in tho way of oysters from the cncrjfy of the 
Pieppols, or the poor abandoned people of Pourville. 
[ find that M. de Jonn^s, so far hack as 1854>, found 
reason to expr<>sH hia regret at the neglected nchea — 
'* pjoep^rit^ d^iai£»^e«" — which lay alou^ the coa^ta 
of his country. " We thould remember, however," 
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he sft^a, "that it mis bv tlic help of their Tishcriefl 
thftt the Dutch ruse out of their tnarBho, put tbem- 
aelvcd at tho head of th« nmritime and oomtnerciul 
Powers of Europe, and, in the iTth century, miule 
themsolves govcrDors of the deatinics of iho world. 
It WHA with hf^r finh^rlM tint Engtiunl Uld tltr^ founda- 
tions of her empire, iLnd thnt ehc now commaudfti 
with lucceeding generations of hardy itailor», an annual 
food product of £3,000,000 " It was in a work by 
the same author on the a^cidturo of France, which 
appeared iu the revolutionary jear of 1846, that he 
fint drew the attention of his countrymen to the pro- 
ductive power of the French soil ; and deduced, from 
the ^frvat incrc^&c m production which hod beeit 
accompli shed siuce the time of Louis XIV., strong 
reasons why the attention of all his enlightened 
conutiymeu should be ^ven to the grateful earth 
that waa atiil ready to double her produce under the 
care of akiil and acicuce- He showed that the hec- 
tare of land which produced eight hectolitres of coru 
in 1700, produced more than thirteen hectolitres 
with the skilful huftbandrj of 18*0. Having surveyed 
the agiiculture of each division of France, and seen 
that the north produced almost double the cereal 
crops of the south, and marked the various kinds of 
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tbod men of the ncrth niid men of the jioutli, ci» of the 
east and the vent, were compelled, by the nature of 
tlie aoil about themj to coavuiuer he dwelt on the 
^reut j^utxl that must comelrom the establisliTijent of 
mnny aod rapid Hues of communication between the 
distant provinces of the empire. He remarked that 
the corn thnt coulrl Ik- bought for lit. in the north 
cost 1 7t in the south ; and he shrewdly obscivcd that 
this dilfereuce of 12 or 14 |)cr cent, applied to vaat 
quantities, coiiM not hut have a mriHt hflrmfiil effect 
on thcmiiflsof coDsumers- He bcldtbat casicrnacfln* 
for the diHtribution of agricultural produce, by the 
Gpeniiig of new roods, woiiM be an inestimable benefit 
■ to ngriciiltnre. In the north, in the rf^ions where T 
writiiif^r ^^ the gi'eat granary of the einpirGi Vast 
fttridea have been made liere since Arthur Young 
vi*itcd it, and dt^scribcd part of old Normandy as 
" iincultivatt^ and poverty -stricken.'' Could his 
hbade glide ovur ihc hills and ihruu^di the valleys, 
and wander hither and thither between Dieppe, 
Havri.', and lionfleur, taking; Ucuzcvillc, kno«Ti often 
as BcuKcvillc the Granary, on aocouDt of th« fair 
and rich eropci therealx^ita; or surrey tho cIobo* 
packed garden cultivation that «tretche« away upon 
the plateau ea«t of Dieppe, aud dips to the little 
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batliiii^-jjlace of i*ujr», and even creeps up the rugged 
sides of Cnsar'a Camp or tlie old Celtic Cit^ de 
Lime^; be would mec tlie iturdiiiett mid lotcUigoiicc 
and proapehty of the modcin NonuftD mcc. Tbc 
patches of kek;!, And S:ivoy cabba^e^ and tumipftj and 
Swedm. and carrots that iirc ctdtivatcd behind the* 
ftUaista by Ncuvilk, arc magnificent crops. Not aii 
trtcli of aoil &])peara to be wasted, aud not ati inch ol 
it appeun to Ije uiigratcfuh Corn U abundant^ and 
in largely conADintHl, as I have already hud occasion 
to remark fFhen describing the diet of the Noniiun 
fann-Ittbouren There ts uo stint of gcxKl wheaien 
bi-ead in this northern rciiion. Iq the two northern 
rt-gjoiifi, or ihe nortliera half of FfMiiei;' — and i»lU*it 
thi^'tt? two rc^'iona produce nearly Jifulilc the amount 
of wheat that i» grown in the wjuth — the inhabitants 
Iht-uistelves ctjmume 65 per eeiil. of their cereal pro- 
duce. The people of the south, oti the ooatrary^ 
couBume only 35 per cent, of theirs^ making up their 
food supply with buckwheat and chcHtuiits. It iJiould 
be uudcrsluud that lliis eoiiKumptioTi incluJes that of 
the animaU kept iu each rc(;ion, M. dcJoiiuos makes 
a curious compariaoii between the eiutcra half and 
the western half of Fraucc. lie shows that the two 
equal popuUtioos consume an equal tjiiuntity of agri- 
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cultural proilnce, but that the nuturc of this produce 
varies remarkably- The west of France coasitmes 
Beveu per cent, more corn than the ea^t : 25 per cent. 
leHS potatoes, aix times as much backwheal, and four 
times the quantity of chestauts, It is this compa- 
Vison which led this writer to make some eicclleiit 
rom&rks. Hi3 says t — 

" Food is the most difficult thing to reduce to the 
science of statistics. The reason is that there is a 
perpetuftl movement iv agnciiUural proHiice, and that 
it travels in all directions in search of conautocrB. A 
fimall rise in prices, a new land or water comixiuTiica-* 
tion, the shifting of a maas of troops to a gireu point, 
aoinetimes even a faUe ptiblic rimionr, will draw 
masses of food in n new direction to supply the iu- 
ordioate demand, and will utterly chaiige the habituul 
proportiona of the alimentary supply in the locnlity 
whence it has been anddeiily withclmn-n The cadc 
with which an equilibrium is (Lgmn estubltsbed in these 
masats of alimentary substance, by the substitution of 
one protluct for another that is deficient, or baa 
increased in price, is a remarkable phenomenon in 
our aoeial economy, it wa« known long ago that 
wine might take the place of bread ; hat in our days, 
corn has found n better auxiliary in the patato, and 
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in tbe rftried productJOnH of Tegetnble ^ftidena. Tlio 
moru vegetable gaydeus arc cultiratcd tnd improved^ 
the greaUr will bn tlu; uifiHy of the maaM!3i sLgauurt 
■earci^ or fAiuinc." 

The growth of Kftmcli whcftt crops has t>epn im* 
menso of late years iti the great centrta of it, in 
Pi«ir<1y, in PoJtixi, in Nominwly, in nntrirnt >1ftu<lerti 
and in Artois. There u 50 p«r cent, mere com for 
eveiy iubabitioit, than th«re was la the retgD of 
Louis XVI. Most French cconomiHts, and M. de 
Jooni^ is aiuong the number, attribute thi^ ^mt 
Lincrcasi: of eoru production to the revolutiuu, whicl) 
'put an t'tid to the lnw of primogeniture, and jiarcrlled 
out the l&nd among all the members of a family. 
This ifi n subject beyond my proriiiee. I will only 
*ay tliat the enortaoiifi increase in the number of 
Email, of inliniteaiittal landed proprietors, had the 
effect of drawing vaat iiumWft of people to the soil, 
and of Attaching them to it. This rcvolutieu of 
properly, according to the authority I have already 
quoted, raised the prodnee of each hectare of corn- 
Isnd from 7 heetolitrodi to IS. It inereaa^d the 
number of Freiicbueu living on wheaten bread fnjtu 
85 in 100 to 60. Aaotlier fact which indicateB the 
improvemeut of agriculture, and the lucreased com- 
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fort of the niTtf] popiilnLioij, Im tlic tlecresa^ in the 
growth aitd consumption of me/o^, a mixed cr<^ of 
wheat and rye. Rye nropn appear wlitrc the land is 
poor, as in Champa^e nud Brittaijy. Great crops 
are growo aIno in CalvndoB, but it dwiudlea where 
iraprovcmenta in ai^riculture ap^iciir. It is not lo be 
aeeu where potatix^H atid garden crops arc plentiful. 

The great subdiviMons of proi>crty Tvhich tutve 
been goiuf^ on aince the flr»t Revolution, appear, 
ttccordiug to the geiioral atatisticA of Prance, at any 
rate to have greatly inf reaped tlie itja^ricnEuiral pro- 
duce of the soil, hy Icadiug possessors of putchcM of 
laud to cultivate the heat and the most axlvantageoua 
cropi. It is estimated that during the hut sixty 
y^an wages haTi? increased Sii the agricultund dia* 
tricta lo t}m extent — that where the workman 
formerly earned C7f. he now earns iOOf. Tlie wide- 
apread cultivatiou of vegetables among the agricnltural 
lahourers ttud ^mall ])Toprietc>ret iu thin comitr\' appears 
to he the Ibiiiidatioa of the new comfortH thiy enjoy. 
It is estimated that, of the 24,O()O,0O0 of the agri- 
cultural popiiljttion of Frjitire^ rlividivl ititn 5^0,000 
famiJieti of four and a half per«ouo iracli^ uut- lialf — 
that is to say. half the&e families — owu UlehI that 
t^vcs an average annual yield of produce of £4i 4a> 
What ia this property? It is a tliatched cottage, 
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vrith a gurden, a bcmp-field, and p&tcUes of poUtofi* 
and clorer &ud buckwheat. Tliere are tiro miltbiis 
and ft lialf of prnp^^rtiw of this modo»t ch«nict4?r- 
TbcM arc in the hauda of foiuttica vbuBC earuiiigft 
average about £i'Z lOr^ per antnink. They, howerer, 
briug tlie iucotne up to £iK^ or £27 p<T Httuum, or 
about 2f. a djiy. Tlit^ pat«b of land itt tho nholc 
queitioa. It represents f^ood and «olid food atwayt 
ETulablc *o the familv ia return for ita labour. The 
potatoea and the pijff, the buckwh(*at and the clover, 
oro aliout the cottage. It n thin patch of ^ouud 
which the >:nghab a^cultural labourer i» dways so 
anxiouK to rent. HU greaX compkint ia that hU 
liinillnrd will not rent liim, oven at n \iij^\i price, tlic 
littlt; Aeld out uf which, by dint of ciin;fol ciittivation 
before and after his regular work'timea, b€ could 
produce for hJA family tlie fooi) which he cannot 
afford to buy for them in open market- Whatever 
may he Mid of the principle which haa rthed up two 
and a half milljc^u^ of pr^u«arit propricrtora in thit 
country, it seems to be beyond a doubt that it ha& 
iocrcuscd the production of the soil and g^i^cu com* 
fort and prosperity to l(J,(]00,U0i3 of tlie agncultural 
population of Fruuce. Tlie agnculturnl population 
of FrEHCe are fully aliv? to the benefits of i>0flR^8]Dg 
their own patch of land for vegetables, and buck* 
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wheat and cloven It js in orcler to buy a bit uf laud 
and a thatch that those crowds of auverffntttx quit 
their aorry province year after year and travel to 
Paris to make themselves wnter- camera aiid charcoal* 
dealers, to live a life cf hardship and «e1f-dcuiul, in 
order to retuni ultimately within flight cf tlie village 
church with a leather bag heavy enongh to buy the 
field find tlta hut. TIic otiportunity of having patched 
of land to cultivate, iv of iiicstiniahle aclvftntage to 
men of the labouring claas; and the Celts who 
flourish along the eoaiit between En and Dieppe, half 
Miilom and hnlf gurd^ner!^, or ploughbovB, proaper 
because tbcy have profitable use fur tlieir time on 
laid as well as at seji, They prosper, raorcorer, be- 
cause they are stiU comparatively a %o\xt race, as it 
must be admitted the bulk of the Norman folk nrc, 
who hold to the aoil and draw their subatancc from 
the land. They learn the art of besotting thcni^elvea 
when they go forth from tl»eir villaf^c to work in a 
town, like thi^ maaQua who work in Dieppe- Their 
Iforman cider, which, according to their poet's song, 
makea them " ffau^ai," without getting into their 
hcAdii, i* their beverage. Thr^t of th<i Vallcc d'AngCB 
18 of Cine flavour, jm is ahK) much that is not of the 
ValUc d'AutiCea. Uut it seem? to me, tliat the 
nnsophiiticated pidnte re(|uires a great amount of 
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educAtkOD before it is Mb to enjoy tho ddcr th&t u 
found at tlw fimt little Normau auders/e. A hundred 
time* Wttcr U the worst of it, hovever, than th^ 
brandy, the consumption of whiclij According to the 
■tatirtical returns, in increasing in Frnnce vith 
fiightAil rapidity. On this hctid, M. ile Jonn^ made 
a ttvr edifying rcmarkft aomc yeori* ngfi. S|ioiiliing of 
bmndy^ lie aaid: — "The increase of thi« Bpirit ha* 
been 50 rapid, tbitt the quantity mBUufactiin^d now u 
four tim^K) that whirh vas produced in 1788. This 
ii a {lublic c&lamlty, for which there i» no conso^A- 
tioa save in the knowJeilge that the Inereaae ia worse 
in En^liujd, and tfuit our brandy i:* of a better quality 
than that mnnufactured anywhere ol»c " Amifthlc 
GODfiolatiou ! I doubt, however, whclhcr the autlhor 
ha« much sabatantial hmh for hi» conftolation now-a- 
d»ys. I am sure I do not know in what pwrt of 
England, in whnt comer of LondDn, & n^ore detest* 
ahle, fiery compound could be lUscovcrrid — I won't 
aay than the camphrc of the ^goulicr, but than the 
common briiody which ia sold to aailora on the coEiHts 
of Normandy, op to the artisuna in the manufacturing 
villages, aaj of this Pays dc Cnuatj assuredly this is 
not an article cf consumption of which we need 
deaire to posacss a thimbleful. 



CHAPTER IV. 



FROM KOUBN' TO HAVRE. 



Between Bonen and Havre the ogriculture of 
Normally ift seen to mlvantage. The laud laughs 
with its pltmty. The villagra twinkle in tbe fat 
vaUe}'^, and seem to be literally siufciicd ivith 
pioduee. The gardens climb every hill; every 
field is lively with cattle; every stream murmun 
over mill-wheels. The heights nrc crowned with 
aohle wciod^ ; the luiplou^hud laud is lively with 
grey ahcep browsing About the sky-blue bouse, upoii 
wheeJflf of the oiild-eyt^d shepherd. All the cottages 
hreuthe uu air of comfortn None are squahd. The 
warm red Ijrivli wUb wJiurh their while walU ore 
pointed, when they are not veined with black beams 
of wood, give happy bits of relief to the intense 
grocn of the priLiriot and the ruddy nummitn of the 
trees- The railway passes incessantly over well- 
known liivtoric ground. We catch a glimpse of the 
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Hnd Dotv ire tu^ at St. Victor, where WUliam the 
('oiJ()ueTor founded an abbey, aiid wh«re a ttatue of 
him mny ha «ecii hy tho»u who have Icwurft 
Neither ihc isttv of tlic ubbcy uor the cRi^ of the 
fjfrent Xoniiaii ure the atlractiou now. St. Victor is 
tiie nearest station to tlic ffunoos IXeufchatd cliceae 
nuukcU But &1) ito hvi»y ^.tipeci of to-day will &d« 
(frbtin it shall have plcaned tJie WcHtem RaiUuy 
authoritica to connect Ncofchntvl with Crcil and 
PuiA on the one *\Ac, ktxd Die|)pe and the l-InglUh 
m&lkct ou the othcrr. Here U Cicrc«r iiotublc 
chiedy as the point whence it is proposed the 
Western Riiilway KhiUl join the Northern Railway 
fit AmionB. Let the reader glance for n moment at 
the railway map of France^ and [k will be cDnnnc>ed 
not only of the im|K)rtAncc of thin connecting line, 
but of mitjiy otliej^ necessary to the development of 
this most iruitful comer of France. There 13 no 
way of travelliag from Kcucn or Hayrcj or Dieppe 
or Fecauipj to Amieua, or Boulogne^ or Cakis by 
railway, save hy passing tltruugli PdHb. Omnvillej 
the great oyfttcr-ccutrc, which, According to M- 
CoEte, presenta at the preeent moment such a apt'c* 
tacle of productiveues»r is without railway commuoi- 
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cation mth &ny part of tbe empire. The nearest 
(Wiut of comniimication from tho north is St. Leu, 
aad from the south is St, Malo. 1 have been favoured 
with the opportunity of examining a map of the 
railway a^stem, which, it U Rgrccd by competent 
authorities, is necessary to the proper development of 
the riches of t)ie Normiin and Breton soils. The 
gcntlctnnn who ehowcd mc this mnp did so with a 
fthrug of the shonldt^ra, lie said it wa^ well-aigb 
impossible to stir the people. Tliey could not or 
would not understand a large, general system of 
r&ilway intcrcontmunicatioQ. They vctc the crcatarce 
of routine, and it took many years lo introduce the 
Bmallc&t improvement among them or to give them 
a little extra energy. It waa indeCTi Kngliah energy 
and coxuinerdiil enterpriae which h&ie pushed oa 
railway matters in the North of France to even their 
present imperfect condition. Wc arc ever pushing 
a field for itirw outletn and for ttoah markets or 
jMjurccv of wt:uJth. The prusuncc of ihe British 
element, of the Britiah spirit, ia conspicuous bo^ at 
Havre and Rouen. The suburbt of both tlie Man- 
chester and tho Liverpool of Franco arc covered 
irith anhatantiaJ, comfortable, garden-encompassod 
merchants' viUan of English lupcct, U|> the steep. 
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behind the Hotel dc Vttle at Hftrn, tliorc nre street* 
and roads so £n;j;luk in aspect tliat it U difGcult for 
tliA Saxon triLvellAr to belu-Tv* that he \* not moider- 
ing about the better port u( St. Joltii'ft*wo(id. 

Kemnrk, ntor^vcr, that the |WopLc of ITk«<* regions 
arc old Mends and blood-relatives of oura, aud Ui&t 
BritUii iiumeM aud the fame of KuKtiali deedi of 
cJiivailrj aiid vadgur, hvv idotig tlit- Normuii valJevH 
and give interest to doseas of silent, worn-out little 
dties, 03 well m to the ^at local monnmentv- 
Turn whrrc wo wiJ)^ in Komi&n taIc or oq Norman 
height, we find some landmark of the fight or tri'nty 
in which the two races Mere conccnwwl; whether it 
be Saucy Cofitle, built by Richard CcBur dc Lion, or 
Uie litllft town of Vernon, or LongucvUle, whence 
some great Engli^i faniiUes derived their namea. 
Fahiiac Inw St, Talbot's Tower. The name of Bed- 
ford is familiar in Frcrnch Manchester ; and in ancient 
Cacii the memory o£ \wor old Brummcll lingcn'?. 
Hereabouts, iii short, the Knglishniim feel$ himself 
more at homo than in ftny other part of France, 
On ihe eonntant intercourse which has been kepi up 
between the nonthem Goaat of England and i\it 
French flhorc, from Calais to Havre, naany curious 
theories aud historical dreams have been based. 
VOL. n. G 
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1 had tbc advautage, wMle at Dieppe, of coiiTers" 
ing with a getitletnan who liiid bccu the lihruriaiL of 
the town, and hfttl devoted hia 1eiiriie<1 leiFiiire to the 
atUiqnitiea th&t lie thickly atrewn about hb natirc 
place. He prcJ^cDted me with a pamphlet he hnd 
written bearing this startling title, " Loudon : The 
Daughter of a Continental Towiiship." Having hi* 
studj^ on the text of Ceeear^ and of the proj^reas uf 
tlie Celtic ract-s from the east to the west, aud noting 
that Ctcsar on hia landing in Kent found there a race 
which had come from the oppoaito Bhorc— from the 
ancient Belgium — and had ottuMifihal themselves in 
phttieti tu which they had given the naiJie of their 
old home on the Continent, he arrives at the con- 
clusion th&t two littk* villages on the bauka of the 
Aulne, a little way to the east of Dieppe, called 
Donvrend and Londiniftrea, peapectivcly gave IbciP 
namtrs t^ Dover and to London. Again, where the 
-valley of these tvro places rcachcft tlie sua, ia the old 
Cit^ de Limes^ now called the Camp of Crosar, and 
which, according to M. Fi^ret, the en thufliastic author 
of the pnmphlet I have lieforc mC, has given ita 
UATsic tu Lyme Rc^itt ou the cojust of DorAct»birc. 
Uc rcUes for the ej^tablinhment of hiB pofiition^ not 
on the science of words, but on the exact rcktire 
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positions of the aii places he nnmes on tlic wind 
wliich prevaiU f^cncrallr in the ItriUsh Channol, an4 
on the text of Cseanr. While he vchultA that there 
may W a fninclntion of truth m the legend that the 
word London is dcrircd from a great chief railed 
Lud, he nui*eji the hy\K}i]i^»hi that Lad might he the 
immc given to men who had f*omr from Lonchnicrca- 
At any mlc, whether wc orcqit or reject for London 
the oripn given to her by thi» Dieppe antiquary^ 
we r»n mk? in the i'ortfiahty of hii tone, and in the 
oiithnnD.nm of his itumminft up^ somcthinf; of the 
kmaman's warmth. No inhabitant of Normandy 
has i^reatcr confidence in the splendour which i* in 
store for hiji imtivc province than M. Fercl, nlio ha"* 
made »o many learned ciploratioua of Iilt ruiiiii- 

Normandy, be-^idea beJug a fmitlul natnral garden, 
is cstraordmarily well aituat^d^ lying exactly bft«eeu 
the two great centres of the eommeroe of the world. 
Whenever there ia a icarrity in an nrtiele of food oa 
the British side of the Chaanel, our energetic pro- 
vision merehanta make their way to a Normau port 
It i« from til© plenty of this part of the <*ouiitry, 
which HO richly rewards even unskilled cultivation, 
that the great flcetft of merchantmen whidi Ilarrc 
sends forth are victualled. At this time of the year 
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Korman produce markets, provided from llie in- 
mimerable market p-ardeofi wlsich creep up every 
slope, and Btrelch Ihrougli all the low lands, and 
surround every cottnge, ure & picture of plenty. The 
"cmnibua " trains aeod forth at the market statbns 
crowds of Riddy-faccd men and women, all of whom 
appear tu be in the best health and Lighcat *pmt«i. 
The ddings of the Btatioiis display wagg;oii* loads of 
apples and swedes. On tie rich slopes aronnrl 
BeiizeviUe the ploughing ia in progress. The "fiery 
fingers" of autumn htive touched the rich arrav of 
ferns in the woods and on the railway banks, and 
have seared tl)e crowns of the trees, hut llicrc i* 
plenty of green by every cottage. Tlie loekc^ an^ 
celery, nnd artichokes are sovpn in rows, tulndght as 
arrows; while on the steep cuttings of the line, 
evtrvwliere covered with rich verdure, fi:oat4 are 
quietly browslug. Nature has done nobly here; 
And TDnaj we are told, not by half so much as he 
might have done. 

A gentleman, who epoke to me with the cxperietice 
of 20 ycar& paeecd in Kormandy, instated that the 
agricalturAl development of Normandy and Brittany 
were retarded by the subdivision of property and tlie 
cutting np of land into furni* of from five to ten acroM, 
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ttt teres being a. Urgci lioJding. Ou ihc importMit 
quciitioti of oitiuou he WW very cmphatiCj and 
thought that, whatever Kn^land's AistresAeM min^ht be 
in coiiiteciucncc of the cattle t>1>F"^' **"C would never 
earc much to import FrtTtich mutton ; it wun thin 
aiul tough, and toet^^lcM. "Why/* snid, he "the 
sheep you Bnd grazing on tike hilla in thia Tieif^hboiir- 
hood ore Just the rlircet dc«ec!idaiit« tyf the slieep 
that were killed here in the time of the Romans. On 
they go, fW>m generation to generation. Nobody 
thinks of croftsiiig, a»d tbey nrc poor little tliingn, as 
you might «i;p(^ot — gi\"ing joii a htg nf mutton of a 
few pounda, and thia ia'nt worth cAting. I cau'l cat 
it. Their beef ib better; in the cold weather it ia 
vwry fair. But tlieir mutton, neither in frost nor in 
the rlog-dnyn^ w fMMti, I'll tell you uhiit T do. I 
gel my meat from Southampton. I have it hung up 
on the deck/' 

Wiile giving this opinion on the meat of Nor- 
mandy and Brittany, my informatjt did not forget to 
add that the bad mutton waa aU the fault of the jog-* 
tiot, old, and poor French breeders, who were content 
to go on &otn generation to generation, ainkiii^ ilo 
cbangeft^ Infusiitg no new blood into the fold. This 
old obfteiver of Kurmiui mid Breton fuming waa, I 
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pcrccircd At onoCj im (mcompromiftijig oppoQcnt of 
»niaU Earms, He gave m^ a ^phic aiid somewhat 
humofous ftccoiait of the owner of some 10 or 13 
arras, who, with hia wifi^ and daughter, aud sou, and 
nou'a wife — a fwiiily of some aix or seven — wooM 
scramble together, bit by bit, without syatem, the 
crops of tfatnr tew acres. He described what he tad 
hirasolf eocft over and over ognia : — " First thoy bei^iD 
wilh one CTop," he B^d; "before that ifi got in, the 
farmer will discover that the borlc}' is ripe, and tske 
a turn at tliat- Then they will get home some of the 
Ha\, aud at last the rain will como and tiiid them in 
utter confufliou with all thdr little crops. And such 
crops ! Why, here, sir, they tliink 18 bushels of coro 
to the acre very good indeed ; while we, with our 
high Arming, ^t 40. Surely that v> wadtc. But 
they are alow to move. They miatruBt every man 
who irittrfcres or oBers them advice- Suppose 1 
were lo go to them a»d to say, 'You might, with 
proper care aud Bkill, ^t out of one acre tui much 
com a4 you uow mtHe oil two^' they would »hakc 
their dull licads^ and only wonder what purpose of my 
nwn 1 was trying lo serve in giving them tlua advice. 
They will iitiprove, lecau»e the times will be ulti* 
mately too stroiig for them ; but it'-i no use worrj'iiig 
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or forcing tbcm. You are arioniMliod nt tbc (tlownoi* 
nitli wliich iuttrconimuEiictttionif iiiv vfTcctcd, with 
which roadfi are made, and witti vhicli an; improve- 
neat is iutroduci^ ; but, hAil jon passed 20 >ejir» in 
thcM? diatrieUi, you wouJd agroe witb me that ^e wbo 
would bring ulwui uu iiuitroveuicut auioiig tlit»e peu- 
ple must CQCQC with a vjiut fund of puticnoe at his 
command. I know of many Govcnuuent |]rojecbt 
that arc m band, aud it i& pateiit to everybody who 
knovr?^ unyilLiiig of agriculture in FriuiiT tfiat there ia 
a desire in high places to improve the breeding stock 
of cattle in erory part of the empire. The thing is 
being done, lir, only very groduallyj ta it mu»t be 
done here. 

Your KiigliKli plan of debating; an improvement, of 
tlin^ itj nncl thrrr mid tlitm (tarrying it out, U not 
plan here. A change li of very slow growth. 
There can hv no doubt about it. Tbc magnificent 
Cunntry aboul Hane would produce double its actual 
yield under Eoglisb farming; wLerefiA Havre ilraiiis 
it dry } but> the beginning of n change for tbe better 
implies capital. These r^gnuao and Breton farmers 
Aie poor. Capital 1lu4 been drained firom the fields, 
and the peasant has been lef^ to get wliat he can out 
of the »oU, amd ao it ia a seruuible. The^e putty 
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fiurmerfl ha.vc iwver seen got out of the ]&Dd more 
tliuu thuy can get out of it — if, indiH^cl, *o much, 
(^neratiou after gcncratiou cornea and goes, and the 
sons are copies of tbeirfutb<?rft lu all tlijn^/* 

This cspcrieuce of a twcoty ycare' observer set-ms 
to point to the conciusioo that for very many year* 
to come the moat fertile piirts of France are not 
likely to be much better cultivated tboii tbey are at 
the present moment; and tlmt whenever the dtar- 
neea of meat in tie En^LIi^h market shalJ tempt 
dealers to look to France for an extra supply, wc 
eJiall again goo Scotch cattle- dealers mRke tlieir 
appearance in the Nonnan ports, and go trudging on 
tlielr wny thrjng}i Brittany to collect a drove of 
cattle, almoKt head by head, from the pwr tcn-acrc 
larmera. 

The cann^ Scotchmen were on the alert laat year, 
and pasM^d through Jlavie or Dii'ppe, en route for 
Hrittaiiyj aijd in qtiost of the nmall Bretoti enttit;. 
The Thursday market at Poiesy* had special attmc- 
tiona for them. They literally forced themselves into 

• Aixt in Provpncf, u tlwj lni"g»^st oitttle market in Trtuicv, 
willi Hio cxc4>|>tic>n of PoiAity, wliiali mipjitiiia Paris, At Aix 
ihc avenme wci'kly tiipply in 600 to 700 oxen. onJ tP.fXX) to 
10,000 ab^op. TIio price of beef (February, i&6Q) b 6d. per lb., 
mid muttoa 6d, Th& rrlail prioow arc 7d and &d. 
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the French morketn; and were not daunted bj 
pOKtliug n»triction« uid rvgulations, dot by tbe 1on|^ 
journeys thoy had to make among the scattered licnb 
of Bnttany. Umlt^r the Ctcry heat of the summeir 
9xu% they patitialy toUccted ihcir drove, and directed 
it upon their port nf etrihiurkfitioti, 

I haTC already ^Tcn the reader a Hit <tf the 
exportation^ of eattlo fW>m Dieppe to Newhai^en, and 
I am now unablcd^ through ihe courlc»y of Her 
Majesty's Consul at Havre, to add the exports from 
Honfletir, from June 18th to October 20th, 18C5. 
Doriag thi'^tic f»ur months, fftramcrx cnrrii^d from 
Honflcur tu Littlchfimpton 706 bullocks 55S sheep, 
and 800 pig«; hi ull, X>,148 head of Uvl* stock. By 
the steam route from Houfleiir to Southampton were 
earned 1^94^7 bulLocko, 12 eJiGCp, and 198 piga; in 
al], 1i,l&7 auitnaU. The export, then, of IhT slock 
from Honfleur to Cn^iland ha6 been 4>,305 head of 
eattle. Taking the cattle eijMirt vid Dieppe at the 
rate I have ah-cady given, we may sjiiely reckon that 
the cattle e?Lports trtym the Norman ports to England 
duiing June, JtJy, September and October, 1865 
reached to 6,000 head. ThU JinportEmt exportniion 
of auimal food from tbt; uurth-west provinces of 
France, is surely of sufiicient importance to awaken 

6 * 
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ineti ou the EugJish aa well tu the Freach side of tlie 
Channel to the necessity of cultivating a trade whicli, 
iu an uncultivated mid disordered tttate, abawe fiucb 
cxccUeut rtaults. It is tho Eugliahmon settled at 
HavrCj or Dieppe, or at oiie of the Wormaa lowna, 
who are watching the ever-increaaing provision trade 
which is heing carried un hetween NonoHiuly and our 
southern ports. It is these men who inaiat upon the 
great future that is in store fbi the iiorth-we«t 
provinces of France, when all their lines of com- 
mitnication shsM have been thoroughly opened u{i, 
and when the farmers of Normandy and Brittany 
shfiU have the light to see the advantage of ftiljy 
cultivating th«ir land, and of intelligently croeaing 
the breads of Ihetr cattle. Then will a steady trade 
be kept up, and not a fitful one like ihc prestul. 
Supplies for the British market will be deliberately 
grown and regularly forwardeil, and we aliall not have 
mere hsp-h.'Lznrd importations of perhaps 3. thouBsitd 
ba&kctfl of fruit front time to time. Before a great 
and steady provision trade can come, many alterations 
iji the vexatious rule^ and official intermeddling whicli 
now afflict French trade inu«t have eetued to exittt, 
A vaat length of what we in Eni^huid call red lape, 
but which must be here ciilleJ grcun tape, has to be 
gathered up and tlirown avay. 
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Suppose some nnmistalcable ej-mptoia^ of tlw 
cattle pLa^e were to be officially ileU^cud In some 
corner of this ilcpEu:tni(!nt of the Lower Scinc^ the 
official could utter no word of warning to ttie ptihlio- 
Ho mwtt report to bin miptrrior^ who will report to 
the lOUH-prefecrtf who wilt ngaiu report to the prefect 
— the prefect bdng, in his tum^ bound to report to 
the miniidi^T, in Pnriii. No fart in to he got at 
directly^ or within rca«onabIc time. It must be 
filtered through aous' prefects', and prefect^', and 
iQiniftt«r»' otlicei*, and must travel throuf^h the «am4^ 
circuitous route back, A little time since it was 
reported thai scmt- Freuch cattle, which had been 
landed nt Newliaven from trance, had shown ua- 
mifttflkablc sig^rjs of the cattle plague. The case wan 
one which uatur^lly creatpd very grent anxiety 
omon^ all who were iutcrested in the trade hctirctu 
Prance and England. It was of great moment that 
the U-aih of the report should be fLilly and rapidly 
*C3tcd, and tliat Euglieh importers and the English 
public generally should know on officiul authority 
whether the plngnc had broken out in thoae pro* 
viTicea frora which we were importing live stock. 
Tlic delays luecpajftblc from the Frcjich ccutnilisA- 
tion of authority over the moat petty details adbrded 
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US a Cne example of llie Larm it is capable of doing 
to commerae. It will be aatiafactory, in tliia in- 
stance, Iioweier, to the rtfLdcr to Icom (and I have 
t!\p fitct from the tig^lie^ aatljority) tlidt down to 
the 20tli of October, I86rj, i)<»t a fciugle case of 
disease amoug cattle had been dUcovcred throughout 
the department of the Lower Seine. It ultimately 
turued out that the cnttlo which had been reported 
aa afflicted with the disease, were only worn out, 
having been driven through the broiling heat of the 
funmier fi'om the fanns on which they were bred to 
the port of embark atiou. 

Tlie French are so methodical a race tliat they 
mu«t go through & number of fonus before they 
uuderlakc even an improvement, the value of which 
hftB been completely made msLulfe^ to their upder- 
fttsnding. Contrast an English with a French rail*' 
vvay station, for instance. In the French station the 
ei-*T(*mi>ny of gt?tting your ticket, nod then of waiting 
your turn to liave your luggage rtgislered, is pain-' 
fully elaborate. It is as elaborato when yoa are 
traveUiuK u distuikce of only 10 miles ^ wheii you 
ore booking (vom Paria to Marseilles. I went one 
day froni this cit}' to Fdcomp, something over an 
hour's journey. My portmanteau was duly regis- 
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teiod ftiter much wrutin^ at llnvro till my turn came. 
It is not witTiout reiutoa you are warned in the raiU 
v&y gtiidc to be at the stntion a <|uurtcr of uii hour 
bdbre the time appointi^d for leaving. But thu wm 
not ttie worst part of the journey, nor was the slack 
*iwed. Arriveti at Fficanip, vliere I intcuiled to 
pass only a short time, I vrtu, aa usual, ushered into 
the 9allt d'aitenU to wait for my portmnutcuu. The 
hour^ Aiid huurs tbat^ in the courts of my French 
experience of traTelling, 1 have wailed for that same 
portmnuteAu ! English travdiers he^u u-ith wonder- 
ing why there ia this deluy of h;df nil huur, duHng 
which tliey urc hufldJcd ainoTig m crowd of dusty, 
irritated pasflcn^rs^ in a di^mftl nalie. Our neigh- 
bours are revelling on the plutform, and hc^hiiid the 
long, low cuutLterJt iu tlie regions heyoud the firuily- 
closed doors they are gently and biaudly going tlirough 
all the delightful forms whic^h they d^cm proper with 
A trftTpUer's luggage, lie will find it presently, when 
the oHicialB have cume tu the cuEKditsion that they 
are quite ready to receive him, arranged iu exquisite 
order along a Beries of low couutem, with the boxes 
and bag« of hie foUow-travetlurB. The luggage ist 
divided and sub-divided, raUcd iu pyraraida under 
om phicanl, or strewn along in open file under auo- 
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thcT. Tlierc b plenty of time, TliU is t!»e lesson 
the Fa'nch railway official leaches you. Even when 
yQU have no kiggagCi you are liis prisoner. Directly 
yon hftvo pnid for your tictet he pens you in a first, 
st'cond, or third class waitiii^-n)om, and keeps yoo 
there, with your nose against the window, until il 
slialt please him to admit you to the platform. You 
ttrc cut off from your friciida. They cannot sec you 
oil" should you be going to the Antipodes, Tliia is 
all very ordcrlyj hut it is very slow and rigid ; quite 
unlike the starting of the pxp^«a laBil from Ea^ton- 
fiquare or King's- cross, ivilh itr* irrowds uf passtngers 
and mounds of luggage, all whipped as by loagic into 
tlieir proper van* and places, without traable to the 
traveller, or the leu^t impoaitiou of drill upon him. 
This is the kind of dillereiice that exists between the 
conduct of trade in England and tJie slow aud need> 
less form* aud cereuuouies which burden it in l^Vanec, 
An another iu«tanoo, take the coui|>hcation3 of tho 
French poat-oflicc, where the posting of n newspaper 
i* n matter of very nice calculation, aud where it is 
weighed up to a centime 'a worth of carriage. Yon 
take a Grand J&urnai, for ijjfitance, Juto a bureau dc 
postc (you must not drop it into tlic box outside)^ and 
ask a gentleman behind the pigeon-hole what the 
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on it u to London. After carefully noting 
tliG liuiiilwr of gruiiiuitA iL wcigliv, he will prubablj 
say Id ecDtfij being '6 »o\.i^ and 1 centime. Now, 
this stum cannot be cxpirssi'd, According to Frcucb 
iKH(t*J regulation*! with 1cm tban iliree poaUge stamps, 
jiiunely, a 10 c«iit one, and a 4 cent one^ and a Z cent 
one. Your chimge out of the 4 sous which you tender^ 
moreover, canuot be ^ven to you in money, since 
coritiiiicM in coin uro rare. Tlic clerk, therefore, 
bands you four one centime statiipa, making seven 
stamps neccsaaiy to the; porting of one paper. A few 
days since, having poi^trcl n iniwspn|K.r in a Uttlc 
market town, the clerk, n coniuscd country boy, 
having managed to collect exactly 16 ccnU' worth of 
stamps, and put titein on the paper, fouud himself 
quite unable tn give mr my prniier change out of fouf 
sous* At last the lad eaid, " Monsieur, I must give 
you back one sou, and put up with the loss of one 
centime out of my pocket " I objected to this solu- 
tion of the difHcnlty^ and w&t conritraJiied to nmke a 
present of four centiniee to the imperijd treasury. 1 
went awayj puzi^Ung my head, I confess, over the 
whole affair, and wondering how that [Toor hul, and 
hundreds Uke him, could keep such infijiitcsimal 
transaction^^ clear und straight to the centime. Let 
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the reader imH^ine for a mumurit pOHtuge stamps ior 
the tenth of a penny, for two*tentha of a penny, for 
four-leuths of a peony, and our postmaster set to 
woi'k to weigK the grains of a nowapnpcr, and to use 
no less than seven stamps in aooompliahiug the poet- 
age of one copy of thU jonruHl» 

Let thenj iuiiginc thU kind of petty dealing carried 
into eveiy department of coiumurce, into the manu- 
fartory. and into the farm ; ihey will get a not unjust 
idea of the spirit in which much of the trade of 
France is tranaacted, aud th^y niU nfimitr^heud why 
tt is that we, who tnVc the initiative in. the eatablish^ 
ment of new trades, go straight to our end, while the 
Freuchmnn larriefi at every iioint with hia slate in his 
hand, scratching bis head wiatfiilly over the ceatime^ 
for wliicli he cannot account. But because he is not 
so quick or adrentnrous as we are, he is not statioimry 
like llie Chinaraaa, He ia ever moving, wrapt up in 
his forms though he be- 

If the sbeep now grasin^ on the hills round about 
Havre, or in the meadows tliat peep out of ihe water 
SBVCD miles off on the opposite hauk of the Seine to 
that from wtiich I am writing, be tike degenerate 
clcseendarLis of the lloclts tljut gave meat to the Ro- 
mans^and my exporicncc of the Norman mutton 
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. me to the belief tlint tlcy nn^-loi ua not ruu 
away with the idea that the? l?Vciich GmcmnnMit have 
done little towardvL iiDproring the hreed of cattlfi. 
Tboae Engltshroen who went ovor th<^ Intc-rnDtiona) 
CaiUe Show held iu 1805, where the FrcucL oxhihit^ 
a thousand \wsj\ of native hrcccU, knovr tliat the Im* 
perifd GuHTDmcnt ha« douc much alrc^acly* Tbo 
regional comp<:titiviT oxhibitionH (ftgri cultural Frn.uc<i 
bmni^ divided iuto I^ rci^ioiiBJ of cattle have excited 
emulftti^m anioug the hruudern in varioiu departmentv, 
ftiid have buen on the whole (^rej4t successes, TIib 
oittciition of scicniific men and of a^riculiurftl mitho- 
ritics, as well fl£ of the richiT clasa of fanners, is being 
led to the atudv of the race* nhidi contribute to ihe 
food of man. French n^riculturol authorities, like 
M. Dclavci^c and M. Baodcmontj have uurcacivcdly 
admitted that there ia no beef -yielding animal that 
cau cornpan* nitli our DurhrkOi nhurt-shomti. Thi« 
mcc ia grarluftJly spreading in France, It inay be 
remembered that the Maniuia dc Tulltauet, an iiitel- 
ligeiit agriciiltuhat, of the dejiartment of tbe Sarthe, 
I the pitrchuAcr of the bull that obtained the firat 
prise in 1855. The national breeding estnbliBhmeuts 
of Pia and C^ieti have nplendid &ai;r]|3]c!t of lUe Durham 
breed. Sueh adeiitific farmers a^ the Marquis de 



138 



T^ROTTGII NORUAXDY ATTD URITTANT. 



Torcy of tlio Ornct and M. dc Bchague of the depart* 
meut of Xioiret, tire Rndlng imitators where a few 
years ago they found opponeuta wlio would not admit 
thp Biiponoritr nf our short-lioma over thtir indige- 
nous boviuc mce. It scema tliiittliedepjirtmeutaof La 
Mnyenne and Maioe-et Loire have led the way in 
a^cultural improA^ementa, But> by the help of the 
Governmeat ealabhshmcnta and a^ few leftdiug tgri- 
ciiUurist9, our Durham breed ia being ^roduiJly 
spread, and crossed with various native breeds, as the 
Chamlais, the Norman, and the Loraine and Bretou 
r&ees ; und Anjou bids fair to be Xti Frdiicc what the 
North Riding is to England. Our Herefords and 
Gevone have made little way; but our Ayrsliircs 
have made extMordinary prngreaa in ten ycara, for 
tbcir xnilk and the superior ijuality of their flesh. If 
the little Breton can flourish as well lui the native of 
Ayrshire, on poor pasture, the meat of the latter is 
infinitely better than that i^f the Hretou animal. 
Thtto two EiigUbh races, tlieu, arc those whicli our 
neighboura have adopted for the improvement of tlieir 
native horine breeds: — the huge €0W» of Uolland 
(which ar« described aa yielding mouiitaiim of fle^ 
and flouda of luilk) liavin^ a|>parently faQed where 
their introduction ha«becu attemi»tetl. Of the French 
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race*, that of Nonnatidy appears lo be beyoud all 
compariaou the most volimbLe. It ia thia race wltich 
usually provides the Parbtans with bm/f-gras. The 
CharolaU breed wji«, bowevcr, tnumphaut this year. 
It U to tie Norman race lliat Paris in chiefly iudebted 
for beef ami buttur. Sdcdc of tbcAc XorniJiD oxun, 
which have bcc» paraded through Pariw ntrei^ta orna- 
meatcd vntb ribboUA, hay c weighed 'h^OOO kilogramiucs. 
There are two varicdca — the large aud the small; the 
larf^e beiag that fcrown for the butchers, the amall 
being tht^ be«t milk-yielderK. But neither the amall 
uur Uie largt; l^ave all the qualitieii wliich iiiake llic 
txcellcnce of th<! Dnrhnm ox and the Ayrshire cow. 
The large Norman oxen are too bouy, and tlie little 
Norman govs do not yield eo abundautly tu €ur 
Scotch breed. Cm^s-brw(.ls of tht^c varieties, how- 
evBTj have already produced the moat aatiafactory 
resiilta. " Biit, whether pure op crosseil," ohnervcw 
M. L. Delavcrg()C> "theKormau race is the bcsi aud 
most profitable race we Lave, and will remain so," 
Uc calculates that Normandy ought to prcnluce annu- 
aliy 100,000 fat oxen, or oue-qnarter of the meat 
which is annually constuned iu France. Half this 
quautity goes tu Pahs, aud the other half is spread 
over tlie five departmcJit^ of which Normaudy con- 
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sista. In Normajidy tltere nre half*a-niUlion of cow^^ 
m tliai this ancient province includes one-tcnth of 
the cattle of the empire. Moreover, Nnrmaudy sends 
forth mttle to ttp adjacent depnrtmentB round Vnrift, 
This race, called the " CotenliiitV* is trstiiuaUd at 
between 3,000 and 4,000 !iEad> 

M. K. de Lavalette in a cnticisni on tlie exhibi- 
tion of fat c&ttle, held at Nevers, in Janwary, 1865, 
dwells on the great qualities of the Chnroluis breed* 
This fixhibitiou of fat cattle was a novelty in the 
department whore it ^^aa held. It was a great 
eiicccea. A few ciiliglktoncd Qgriculturists, headed 
by the Comte de Biniille, stirred up the landlords 
and farmers of the Nievre, and opened a subscription 
to defray the expeuae* of the exhibition, which beii^ 
limited to 20f. from each individual, brought for- 
ward the puur a& well as the rich. Wlieu the milk- 
white Charolais oxen — the cows and tlie cross-breeds 
of Diehlcya and Southdown — were ranged in the 
corn-market of Kevcrs, crowds of country people 
Clocked thither ^m neighbourinjs; departments. On 
the day when the priae* were disstributed, the cmwd 
was immense, and the ejigemeaa wa* great to ^e& the 
Charolaib orNivernoIa boaatSj whom M. de Lavalette 
prefers^ "on many aecouuts," to our famous Uur- 
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Qft, M. de Lavalette dwelt with enthufiiaam on 
tho beasts )ic«Dw at thw N«vci^ frxhibition, and par- 
ticularly on the oxen for the yoke, vhioli W oontendB 
albeit bi^-lKiiicd and full of iBuacle, woulil fatten 
•niuly for tlie butcher. He &flk» whether the over* 
praiser) IiIut^UBh races can be made to combine these 
two uaei*. For liimMelf he doubtit it, and liold* that 
in a fcA- ycara, the C]iiin)1uis met? will be lint among 
the French races of oxen, as a race for the joke and 
(he butcher. 

A few words on the diifercncn between Chnrolait 
anil Nivcriiais okuil The fomipr are the fare race 
carefully preserved and bnrf. The Nivemais are a 
cross-breed of the Charolais and our own DurhumH. 
M. dc Lnvalcttc statos tliat the croiafiiug has given now 
and then pretty g[>od results in the way of elegance 
of form, smullucss of Lead and horm, and fiticnc»»s 
of bend mid bide. In abort, the Nivemais have au 
air of "distinction " wliith uinke?^ them favo1lrlte^ 
at exliibitioiis. M. de Lavalette, liowever, appeals 
to ''serious men" to consider whether it is not 
better to have a care of the jiare Charalus breed, 
and to maintain it oh bi-ing Htnjiiger in the yoke and 
yielding cheaper meat than the more elegant Ni^^er- 
UU« or Charobiis Durliam. He remarks, in aiip* 
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port of bis opinjonf — '* The Cbarolais cattle -breeders 
generally seU their oscn to the bect*root ftiig?ir 
growers of tlie iiortli, vto sell their o^en at very 
high pricta. Kow tliose men of the north require 
from the beasts which they bay in the Nierre, the 
Morvan, the AUiers, und the Ch<?r, both liibaur and 
niesit. The oxen must do the labour of the turra, 
aud of the sugar factory, WhoiL the work ia at an 
end they are t'atteDed at n cheap rate. They ha?e 
already produced a profit by their labour. Thi« 
profit goG& towards the process of fattcnin^^j vhich 
take^ froifl ninety to a huEulred d&yti. Formerly, 
oar sugar growers worked with horses. We con^ 
gratiilate them on liavitig discovered tlmt they could 
do better with good oxen- Well, it is not to be 
feared that the infuBion of too much Durham blood 
in our Charolais breed will produce a lymphatic 
temperament, anH lesson the animni's power of 
work. I submit ihia important question to breeders, 
and recommend thcoi to use Durham YAood with 
great reserve. Thus our fine CharolaLi race will 
retnin ibt dutinguinhing charaoteristics whieh are 
admired by all who know them ; 1 ma}' add^ by the 
English themselves.'^ Nearly all the oicn exhibited 
at Nevers, however^ were of tlje iiiixe*! Charolai«aiid 
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Diirli^xm breed. M- <lc Lft^'alcttc i^uarreU witli the 
jury for liaviiig awunJcil tin? [►rizcs to some perfectly 
fonoed beasts. At tho expense of others that bad 
inoi« wolid ijiinlitio, niiH timt would rniike mcnt 
more: mpidljr and at a cbrnpcr rate. He says tlicy 
were too mtidi iatluc»ce<l by ideas of the B(euf tie 
CamavaU—^ "privilege" that the CharoIaU need 
not ettry Normaiidy» Tbere were ciily Sve ptn* of 
sheep at the Ncvcr^ exliibitioii ; the finest being i^ome 
Soutbtlovn Bemcbons, from the Hocks of the Comte 
lie Bouill^. The Disbh*y — Metis ;ind BiTrieboiiw-* 
Oxfordabire — Down {whatever thc*o may be) wore, 
according toM. tie Lavaletie, very paor iudccd. Next 
yeaTj I am told, all the central depitrtmeuL^ m\\ have 
a great eichibitioi] of fat cattle — an erhibition some 
of our a^kulturUtb wouhl do well to vlait. 

The French arc vcrj" |>ruiid of their I'lcmish race 
— of those fine herein which are the rhief richea of 
Prencli Flanders. In this province lliey aboimd, 
and flourish in the raidst of fiiiciy-cultivatcd landa. 
The five departments of French Flanders and of 
Picardy coiitaia 500,000 of these fine Flemish com*. 
There are 200,000 in the department of the Nord 
&lone. In the arrondiHAemeiit of Lille it ia esti- 
mated that there ia one cow to every hectare of land, 
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und tliat cacli at theae ajwn h lit^r^cIT tlie support of 
a iamily. It is from these and the Cotentine cowe, 
that Paris U mainly supplied with milk. But, if we 
want to SCO »n cstrftordinwy tiumher of heads of the 
bovine race, wc must repair to the Breton peninsula- 
It ia true that a Breton bcavSt i» not more than half 
the yiKe or weight of a Normun or an English ox; 
but of this little race there are a miUion and a half 
head. Their value liaa only been feirly appre- 
ciutcil of late years. They had proveil their capsunty 
for Living und yielding abundance of milk on poor 
paatura^; but they have shitwu uf Utc that ihey 
vill fnttt'u rapidly and richly on ^ood pastnra^e, and 
yield a luo&t delectahle quality of beef Moreover, 
Durham ' Bretons and Ayislure-Bretonit hiivo been 
great siicccfiaes. 

The consequence of the discovery of these qualities 
in the little Breton covv, bas been thut its prieuhas 
doubled m ita native pliiec. Olanciu;^ eouth from 
Brittany, we find the Chollet and the Partlienay 
racfiii flourishing in La Vcndfee, where the auatcrc 
Trappists devote thrmsclvce with marked kucccms to 
4;tLtt1e-hrccdiiiK, These races arc not croB»ed, The 
proud Veiid£anB vill not have the purity of their 
race sullied. These animalis nrc workers a« well an 
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mejit-growei^. T hnve now hrirrfty tfmf)n>d tipnji tlic 
rnccft and tlic dc-partmeiiU irhich fiinii«h the best 
breeds and tlie best meat to be had in Fmiicc, which 
are the graiin^ districts par txcdkncv^ and wlierc 
the boriue race ie st-ldom put to Iftbuur. Thin north- 
west region^ in short, euppliei^ hulf the milk and Imlf 
the meal consumed in Francep The races of the 
south are m all respects inferior. To the east thpre 
ifl tliG Charolaia — u fint; racc^, which has of Inle yrnr* 
becu brcil vpeutully for its beef, nnd kept from the 
yoke. It U said that, when kept from labour a»H 
well fedj the Cliarohiie come* Tit^arest among Prctit'h 
breeds to the Durlnii]- Tlie annual jield of fat 
CharoIaU oxen is now more than 50,000 head, Tbc 
central region of France — Aavcr^e, the mouu- 
tamoui Limousin re^ou, tlie department of Pny-de- 
Dflme, of Cniital, and of tlie Upper Loire — abown 
throughout neglcctetl agricultural waste lands aiirl 
poor live stoek- 'Mie want of roads and railways 
appears to bo the cbief caune of this waste. THik 
region is in tic bauds of mtwse? of tlie jwortsi 
proprietoj^. It is a diamal contra^ to I^cardy 
and Normandy, and Flanders and Brittany. Tlie 
poor Auvergnnta dopi.^nd almoet csolu&ively upon 
their cattle. They have no liigbways to great 
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nmrkets, AuvargnAt cattle are bred i>ii the volcanic 
motintaiiia* They arc emiuccUy adnplaUc creatures. 
They B»pply laljoiir, iniik, and mtat. The milk ia 
richly caseous. The Auvergiifit's plau is this : He 
kc^eps Lib oows, sella his bull i^alves, makes cheese, 
>vhich he scEle with the milk^ ttud he rcais bea»ta> 
which he sells in the neighbouring provinces to he 
yoked to the plough. Wlicn theae osca have worked 
their seven or eight year», they are Bent farther on 
thcdr travcU wcat^ to ttic uoiirishing plaiaa by llic 
Keftj where they arc fattened for the butcher. The 
Limousiu o]ceii, wliich are tisually ovei'worked and 
naderfod, arc fattened, whon tli<ty nrc doHtired i'or 
market, on the generous pastura^a of La Vendi^e 
or Normandy. In the departments of the Haute* 
Vieiine, La Creuse, and Con-^sie, agricidtnre U slowly, 
very Bluwly, progressing; and the hope of its fiiture 
proaperity lies in the increasing dcjnund which Puris 
is making for Limousin heef, la the twenty depart* 
meats of the south, there are but 1,I>00,000 of the 
buvliic race, and thcAU &re benstri of buitlcu; fur ilie 
peojjie of these n^gions — the citixtrns, for instancCj of 
ToiUouse and Bayonue — care little about beef, and 
are very small ccjusainers of milk. Their milk is 
uint!. Again, tJiey use very little butter in their 
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cookery. Tliey eiit, for animiLl footi, larfie quantities 
of poultry, which can. be easily and abundantly 
rearefl; and the cultivation of whinh ih so generiUly 
and fooiiehly neglected in our northern regituiB. 
Their me^U are mutton, ba<K)n : but of animal food 
they take, becmiae they requmr, less tLaii is nece:s- 
saiy to sax iuhabitaiit of the north. Some ten yevjrv^ 
ago beef vrn» mil worth mure ixi Toulouse, or nl 
tiayonne, than aomcthing between 3d. and 4d, per lb, ; 
no th&t the cattle- breeder, to produce meat tor tho&e 
DiBxkets with a profit, muet have grown bei^f at 
nbout 2jd. per lb. In such districts, where, more- 
over, die pasturage is poor, it i» not tturprisiug that 
little attention should be giveu the oxeu^ except b« 
beasta of burden. In thia ehoroctcr the oxen of the 
LandeB and the Bearu^ Ere admirable, as every 
traveller will bear witiic«a who has seen them ia 
their dainty nets and fancifiil harness, drawivig c^ta 
bulen with corn, xnd gently and affectionately follow* 
mg the wuiLd of the diguilied Bnsijuc pciisunt. Thu 
Basque peasant has not the least desire for tlie beef, 
which is the chon?e morsel and the /ite day mtfal of 
thu ruddy lubourcr^ who tillj« the moint and neh Muil 
of Normandy. 



CHAPTER V. 



Bj^vue and thereabouts* 



Wkh-ic our TieigliboTiTfl have not neglected altog:ether 
tfie Icfiaons of nur experience in the brecda of the 
bovine race, they have aJsn paid some nttentiou to 
oar Soutlidowns, iHid Diahiep, and Cotawolds. At 
the Kfttional Shrcp-Brerfling Etitbl>1iRhm(^nt <tf Mout 
Cn%Tel, in the Pas de Calnis, there is nti annual sale 
of X^Yencli descendants of our best breeds. They are 
Ijraduaily spreading:, tspeciully over the tiortherii dis- 
tfirta of Pranoe. They are bred with great oare , — 
for iD&t»i)ee, ut t!ie Agriculturjit Pcnitcntinry of Pt^it 
Boui^, The French are, moreover, Tery proud of 
their own merino raee, reared from the great parent 
cfitnUifihmeiit of RiLin1>oui11et^ ^fMcIi hng been in 
ciiatimec uearly a century. This line and protit&blo 
race i» to be seen in great Ruinher» juAt sontii of 
Paris, on the plains of La Beaucc. There are 
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4,000,000 head of it in five departments; nnmdy, 
the Seine et-Mame, Seine-ct-Lottc, Aisue, Oine^ aiid 
Eure-et-Lotre. ThU rAco, it ehould be remcmhcrRd, 
IB grijwn diiefly tbr its line wool, which rivals that of 
tlie famous Spanish mprmos. No mutton, it may he 
fearleswly mid, gtovm in France, cilh he comimird 
with our SouthduM-n. our Welsh, nnd that of the 
Nulvcrnhilli^. Pjiri&^t'arrwe^b(ja!*tofthcirPre8al6, — 
very small mutton, indeed, fed on tho salt pastiiragtft 
by the western consit; but J ilon't thiuk wiy English- 
man ever found the least line flavour in it. A leg of 
it weighs 4lb. or &lb. It is a^ tastelesn, and ulmcst 
OS vhite as veiil ; mid, indeed, about IlavTc and 
other Anglo-Fpcncb places, \*i sold a* Ismih. ^fhe 
rea^un why thtf muttuu of PiiriE^-^it Jimy hv suid of 
Fninee — is »» poor u, that it is the fleah of old 
menno sheep who have becu doing duty ns wool- 
growers* Many Freiiich agric7ultLiri«tit arc making 
experimtfnb in crosH-breeilk with our UUhley*. 
Troops of Norman and Flemish Diahleys are to he 
seen. Tlie struirglc is to create a race that sliidl 
grow csccUcnt meat as wcU as Gue w<xjI, Then 
there iw the Channoise race, wliich originated in the 
department of Loirc*€t-Cher, and which is apreudinec 
much in the central deparlments. Tlnft prococioua 
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race, a croaa between the Berrichou and our South- 
donn, is fidly grown at fourteen montliB, and has 
irequeutly gainod the prize for fat sLoop at Poisay- 
French pigs cannot bear com pariaon in one particular 
with oar Hampshire, Esses, new Lciccstcir, or Suf^sex 
breeds, and the inteUi^cnt French breeders neknow- 
Icdf^c tbifl- They do not adTdcalc even a croBs-brccd, 
hut the introduction of our pure breeds into their 
fnrmfip Somt of the leading French agriculturiats 
have already obtnin^d i>rise8 for their nattimlised 
EjLglisli jioreme rocerf. 

Let me now offer a few ohsprvationB on the goats 
which, in aorao districts, the French tnm to such 
wonderftdJy profitable acccomit- The tnilch sheep 
of Itouerg^c are a highly profitable race. Let the 
gourmet reraemher with gratitude that it is to the 
milch sheep of Roquefort, in ATcyron, he is in- 
dcbtod for the famous cheese, which is thfl nearest 
P>eneh approach to cur Stilton, The ahe-goat, 
some French authorities insist, ia The most prodoc- 
live domestic animal a poor man can take into his 
posscMion* The goat, if wcU fed, will giTc 600 
litres of milk per annum^more than an ordinary 
French cow will gire, albeit the cow will eonsumo 
very much more food than the goat. It ia estimated 
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that the goat* of tlie Mont d^Or, near Lyons, are 
worth £5 n head nuTiuaUy to their proprietor. Tlieip 
bnir ADil akiii arc of great value, and the cheese laude 
from their milk is far beyond tliat made from cows' 
milk in delioacy of flavour, und coTuequently in 
money vnVue. The French undor«t&nd thti value of 
the goat better than our agricultural labouring 
population, 

ThiB is vrhy I have noticed them »o often browsing 
oven along the welUcovcrod railway ombanlinicnt*. 
It is anid tliat tliey are destructive, which ia true 
enough, but then, here they are not allowed to 
indul^ their destrnetive propensities, sinee they are 
tethered, cr enclosed where they can do no harm, 
and where all they consume will return to their 
owners in moat profitable produce, Rabbiti*, again, 
are made profitable, although there is no system or 
activity iu this part of the uouutry like tliat which 
supplie±« tike great rabbit market of Osteud, Many 
of yoar renders will remember the celebrated treatise, 
namely, *'The Art of Making an Income of 3,000f. 
a year by Rabbit-breeding;" the treatise of a most 
sangiiiue calculator. Without going hia length, tlie 
breeding of rabbits may be recomnieiided among the 
agricultural poor as a means, which they now neglect, 
of providing themselves with good animal food. 
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After peeping into roauy poultry -yards, and 
ranging over not a few poultry markets^ I have come 
to the iKmcluston that, the poultry herenboiil* will not 
oht^n b<rar comparUcu for size vt weight with ourn. 
I know that many French agricultural authorities 
nill not liave this to he so; that they believe their 
fowls, and duck«, and geese, and turkeys, mul 
pheiLsaata, iiud pigeons, and guiiieu fowl lo be 
superior to that of any other country in the world. 

"Nothing in the world can come up to our pool- 
try," enthusiastically cries M. L. Belavergne, The 
value of Fre!H!h poultry nud tgga lus beuii set down 
eoiifidenlly at eight tiiilhons sterling ainnially. The 
consumption is vast. Tlic iiunual exportation of eggs 
is to tho value of nearly one million atorHn|f, This 
U wonderf^ wealth got out of the poultry-yard. 
The French poultry-yards include fine breird*, as the 
Cr^vecorura, and tho»e of Moiib and Barbazteus. 
Wc iuiporl, it ia true, frum Louguodoc those fme 
Toulouse geese which are B«;en in our jinirkcts- Tiie 
turkey* and guinea-fowl arc gcntTally the great 
ornntn<!Dt of fhu FVench poultry -yard. I lutve cMime 
BcrotH some One breeds of duck* by the BtreamB 
along tbese Noiraan valleys, Conceding the French 
verdict on our Dorkiugs — namely, that they are not 
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worth the Cr^ecooura— 1 cannot honestly ngroe 
with thenij that thdr poultry aurpafiacs that of the 
reat cf tK(; world. It k notorious to trtLvellen, that 
thdr av<?ragp pouJtry is poor, and fmnJl, and flavour- 
lc«*i, T!ie Akfleloiis which figure at tht clieap(;r 
tables d'h6Us in town anil couDtry couh^ nowhere be 
matched in Kn^chnid. The lean and long-legged 
fowU of no breed whiLtcvcrr, nhich I have aoen by 
thoiiE^nntU during the last few weeks, arc the oflsprLnf^ 
of the |HJor birds that do duty for poultry at the 
boteb of IJavre, and FiVjimp, nnrl Di^ppo^ mid Bouen. 
The gcC(K? oud ttirkcj'.* nrc fine, and plump, and well* 
growa. But 1 have faded to notice tiic least care as 
to breed amoog thu fowls of any of tfie Korrnan 
villages. I make an eiteeplJon in iavour of tlie old 
military custodian of the cruttlu ruiiis at Arques. He 
had two or thrLis fine breeds, and whs uot quite of M. 
Qelavtr{foe'» opinion aa to the complete supremacy of 
tht? Fmnt'h poultry-yard ; for her, if I runiombcr 
rightly, had soico liuc ]>urking«r and certainly son e 
eKqiu»ite baatama in hi» collection. It ia only at 
rare iutervaU, and nt very rare intervals, that the 
trnvcUcr come? across n fine breed of fowb in a 
French poulti^-yard. The rule is lon^-leg^d, lean, 
nondescript binia. They arc v^trong numuncallr» \m% 
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individually disgracivu:^. Seeing the grrat com- 
mercial reanltB which the Freocli have obtained, even 
with tlieir poultrj-yards as they are, before they have 
paid mudi atteiitioa to breeds or to poultry ecouoniVt 
or to poultry farming on a large scale; our active 
demand onjheir Norman coast must lead them by 
degrees either to cultivate oarefully^ theif best native 
breeds, as their Crfivecoeura, or to reconsider their 
decision, that French poultry have nothing to gain 
by cross-breeding, even with the finest stocks of 
Bntiah yards. 

Their leading men have already tatteu note of the 
Knglish imd American syRleins of agriculture, which 
produce enormoiia quantitreB of the first necessitiefl of 
life, of bread and meat, as the beat basca of tratcnal 
prosperity. The French grow a httle bit of everything, 
and ffead to a local agricultural exhibitiau an eitra^ 
ordinary variety of vegetahleH and fruit, and col/a, and 
nk»i]£?, and wine; AYhilc the Bu^linh ruriiicr will be 
content to exhibit some tew bandfuU of irhcat, and 
onte, and barley. The Frenchman niaices up ths 
more picturesque stall, but the En^Ushnjan ihowit 
the bt-'st commercial result. In the saints wny with 
the Americans- Their farm products are few, but tho 
prime necessaries are iu enormous quantitieN. They 
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coLuit their pig>ij for instance, by the miUion. U'he 
French have at)nic viTy great fiirras, it Is true^as that 
of M. de Lisse, wLiicli mcludccl 2,500 ocrvA of beet- 
root, aud 1,000 hoad of cattle* The luaoure of these 
raised him 10,000 hectolitres of cora. In another 
department at Brej^les, a compafiy with a capital of 
£32,000 lias gone largely iuto beet-root cultivation 
and tlie fattening of cattle. Aa long back as ten 
ye&rs ago this company wm f!iiuri«liing und returning 
16 per cent, to its shareholdera. 

The most uotable and moat Jiopeful cLange, how- 
ever, tLat has come over the euligLtoiied and esperi- 
metital French agriculturist's dream Bince his distresses 
of 1848^ has lieen^ in hift opinion, on the subject of 
free trade in corn and cntUo. He l^aa, in the flrat 
place, been watching narrowly the renult of free trade 
in corn in En^laitd; at the same time he has been a 
Btudent of our high farming, and h&a recogiui»ed ui as 
the greatest i-attlc-produdnj,' farmci-a in the world. 
He liE^ applied our to^ie to hh own case. He hini 
said to iiimself that the foundation of the agricul- 
tural edifice reposes on the backs of cattle. Cattlo 
furnieh the moat valuable food, aud milk, and wool, 
aud hide*, and manure. It is by them that a fjirmer 
is eujJiled to ^et eropa of com off his land. It may 
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be said that that country is the most powerful where 
cnttle most abouurl. Tie cattle riches of France have 
been doubled Hiiring tbe last hn-lf wntnry, but they 
Ttmnin far inferior to this ilescription of wealth in 
Ei^laid. Under the OovernmcT\t uf Jnly, and alao 
under the RL-etoration^ the French public nml their 
rpprc*ft(nttJitiTes, the French Cliamber*, had a most 
imvtionaJ hurror irf the iutn^diicLtou of foreign eattio 
into France, Did not Pcre Bu^i^aud txclm'm timt he 
feared the iava^ion of cattle more than the invaaiou 
of the CoAMtiaks? Before the Restorutionlhe duty on 
thir importation of foreign cattk vmn low, A trade 
in cattle had opei»ed up — chiefly cu the Swisw and 
Oermun frontiers. It secnis to have prospered to 
the extent of some 20,000 oxen, 250,000 fllvoep, and 
80,000 pigs, in 1821. In the foUowieg year the 
French Chambers, in their enlightened iieairc to keep 
np high prices on all agricnltnrul pn^duoe, paaned a 
law imp(i>in^ an importntion duty of £"2 a bond on 
foreign oxen. Tliis lai was deemed a prehiljitory 
one. Its eWect was to have been to keep up prices. 
Rot it liad no rfTeet whntever on theu? pricrAj inn«mijeh 
a& the luiportadon bad been loo aniall under the old 
rc^ipie to influence the general prices of the French 
cattlo market. The German and Swiftt importations 
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hod been only a little loco3 tnuliiig* Umlor Llie new 
tariff till* petty commerce flagged^ but biUI some im- 
portations were kept wp, Dunug tlie thirty years it 
wnn in force, it docronBod the importntion of ibrdgii 
trattle to tlie extent of 270^000 head per aTiiiuin. Of 
courc^e thii» Irifliug difference could have neither good 
uor bad effect on the great cnttla niatkoU of France* 
Id the same year, when the oUl prohibitory tax of the 
Keatoratioa was swept away, the tLbwnrd prcdictioiu 
which liad been indulged in as to the reduced prices 
of meat were not realised. By tlie iiimeriiil decree 
of the 14th 3ciitcniber, 1853 (whco the price* of oiCRt 
had alarmingly inere^ed), the duty ou tho imporU- 
tiaa of cuttle per heatl wus redueed to 3f, for oxon, 
If. for 4^ws, and 25e. for nheep. At the sacoo tinM 
the import duties ou vrool vrci'c greatly reducedj iw 
that it may be said that mncc tJiat time the farmers 
of France have not been ijrotceted against foreigu 
importatioti«. 

Maity rt-udere iau»t rcmcoiber the outcry that vrzu 
Diftde tNvelve yeara ago iu the Ibrraidable ranka of 
French Protcctioui!4t«, ^vhen it wiui v^ml to them thai 
one of their o^ii eommissioiicre had proved to them 
that neither in Bt.d^iuai, nor Oermauy, nor in the 
east of Europe did eattk exiat in quautitiea that could 
overwhelm in '* a disastrous competitieu " the cuttle* 
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bpeetJers of PicardVj aud Normafidy, aud Brittany, 
and Anjou, They retorte-d that the American conti- 
L^nt, thcin, would bring miii upou the Frcucli furmor. 
They described the railliaiis of wild catlle of the Para- 
pas of Bneiios Ayrea^ and the millions of Arn«rican 
pigs that w<^re to he j^alted Hown and sent in iniinite 
quantities into the French markets. From Hunj-ary 
and Poland enorniouji quantities of meat in the car- 
case were to be directed upon the frontiers of the 
cropirf; for the decree which had reduced the dnties 
upou the importation of live ntoek had ilI«o udtuitted 
freah and salted foreign meateiit nominal mtes* The 
reduction of duties both on live and dead stock natu- 
rally increflsed the importntion of both, but to no 
extent that could aeuaibly affect the general price of 
meat in the great centra! miirketJ*. Two years after 
the de^ee bad taken force the importutiou of dead 
tftock waa oaliuiated at tliC rate of four ouncca yearly 
for every French atiljject. In 18f>4 the total vjilue of 
dead stock imported did not exceed £450,000, while 
that of the live stock wuh _€l,3^5,00ft, making the 
total meat importations of the empire for laat year 
£1,775,000. In t^^G same year, the French imporla- 
tiom of cereals were only £2^080,000. These figures 
are complete answers to the alviuibtH of iS53. 
The bread and meat markets of France have now 
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been open twelve years to foreign corai^tition, and 
here is the restilt — the truth being that there i» no 
ftiiintry, tlie produce of which u so greatly in erccos 
of its wants, that it can alTurd to uiitlerhell the French 
farmer on a large flcalein his own markft place, Oa 
the contrary, as French agricultiiral economiftt^ are 
beginning to ace, there is no rcMon wliy Fruricc, oa- 
pecially the north of France^ with which I am more 
prirtieiilnrly dealing, ahould not, by improved cattle- 
breeding nnd materials of agriiniUun*, be able to find 
fttuoat protitnble mai'ket in Eiigland for cattle, poaltryi 
fruits, &c. Free trade ha\ing §atiafied the French 
agriculturist lltat he may invent to any extent i« live 
stock without the lea*t fear of corapetitioji from any 
qunrter; thut a r^muucrutivu prict: will aWujfn Iw 
within his reach, he may now take courage, nnd raise 
the cattle-breeding in France, both in extent and 
tjunlity, to the level of that in Eughindn There 14 
every reason why Nt>rmaudy and Briltauyj Picnrdy 
and French FlaiiderSj slioidd be deriseiy stocked with 
the (ineftt breeds of cattle, »ince they lie between the 
grcnti?^t meat markcta in the world. Bnt before thia 
can Iiappen — it is the old story— capital must be at- 
tracted to the soil. 

It is not possible, for instance, oti thi^ mptcyer sya- 
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teiB of farming, where a poor family of setller* lake a 
cerlain number of hecture& of land, and get what thuy 
can from it, talviug the proilnee with the proprietor. 
The settler, or mclaycr, keeps a coLiple of cowh aiid 
a few wretched sheqj. His half of the tlax makes 
the liiieji for hia family, and bf sHIs his few calves 
nnd sheep, nnd his old eattle, TUev are so muoli 
profit to him, for they have cost him nothing regarded 
B9 meat. The sheep have kept up a wretclicd exist- 
ence on his faUow laiid»; his cows have given him 
milk, and have done the farm work- The farming of 
this wuetefiil description may ;^o on for pver in the 
hands of men without capital, neither improving nor 
doterioratiiig. Rut as prices rise ihe poor metayer 
nxM^ di&appcar^ An agricaltural capilaliat appears^ 
hringing with ]iim all the scieiitifie improvement*. 
He turns the farm into a manufactory of corn and 
beef. He uniierstand'; the mtntion of oropa, mannres, 
ami hrt^cds. Ta ^hort, he tpmilruplrs the produce of 
tiie farm fVom which the poor mHayer could jiiat 
8crupu food L-noujjh for his family, a:id linen enough 
to cover their backs. Au addltioTi i« made to tho 
huiiiau food stuck; mul bo long as the demand for 
beef and mm '\a sbiirp enough to ^ve the com and 
beef producer a rcmuuerative price, he uill continue 
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to put money in hi» laiiil and iu h\» cattte-aheds. He 
Iins been much oii the alert of late vcars, wlale the 
price of mefit lins beeu continuously on the uktchac. 
In 1859 the iiunibcT of cattle whidi were entered 
for prizes at the regional com petitions was 4,301. In 
the following ytuir, S,289 lieful were entered; 7,155 
in the following yi^ar; mul Iswt yenr tlit- numher 
reached 7,789, or Almost double that of 1859. Within 
tlie aame penofJ the number of agricultural niQchineB 
entered merctiifed from 1,(>42 to 2,911. In atunminK 
up the reasona why the French farmer ahcnld rcso- 
lutt-Iy eiittr ou the path of iinprovcniculj both in 
cattle breeding and in com o^wiag, M, L. Dcla\"ergne, 
who ia one of the most liberal writers on French aj-ri- 
uultnro whom France posece^^, dwells a^ his crowo- 
iug argument on the uciglihoiirhood of the English 
market. England liaa opened Ijer gate^ uow and for 
ever to receive tlie cattle the whole world may Rend 
her. Meat ia dcaivr in France tliou in Knglmid, 
although Euglitnd prodnces more thitu France, for 
the simple reason that Enghahmcn arc ^rcat meat 
consumers. What has the French cattle breeder, 
tLeUy ta feair? Meat, Ukt? any uLlier pnHluce or luer- 
chandi«ej will go where tlie liigheal price is paid for 
it> Tlie cattle of Uolsteiai of Mecklenburg:, and of 
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Holland are grown Tor the British, and not for the 
French market. M. Dclavergne beseecHes his country- 
men to enter into competition with Hohtein, Mcck- 
Icnburgj and HoUaad; to turn their great grazing 
lands of the north to the fnllest account; nitd tontakc 
thoir appGarancc in the markets of perfidious Alhion 
with their Korman and Breton DurhEm<i. Both this 
Norman and Breton invasion will be welcome. Nay, 
while Frftiini* is exporting cn.ttle in the north, sTig may 
alio be importing it in the southp It is a mere ques- 
tion of the neighbourhood of markets. For instance, 
in 1856 Prance imported 49.000 oxen and 300,000 
sheep; and in the same y^^ar exported 12.000 of the 
former and 50,000 of the latter. So that at owe 
point her price was higher^ while at the other it was 
lower^ than in the neighbouring forei^ market. In 
1854 eht! imported cattle and exported none, accDrd- 
ing to the official tables. On the other band, «he 
exported more cereal produce than she imported; 
while hur exports of evei^- other variety of fo<xl were 
larfjoJy in hpr favour; and this after all the aombre 
forebodingfi of the Protectionists who saw her sliding 
aeiJe fall to the ground m 18fiU Surely this result 
nhdwx that the less the Mon'ttfur apprun in the mar- 
kct'placc the better. Our free trade example has, by 
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its leplcTidid ftuccpssc!*, corapcUed rariprocity. Tlic 
French »cc this; and that even if the free trade in 
corn should lower the price of French com in the 
Aouthj fVee triLcte in wine will ^ive them a rich com* 
pcnsation- The Government of the EmpcTor has been 
iQorc eulifchteiied than that of any of his predere^sop* 
in rcdtioing duties, tn setting up n^icnihurnl vchools 
and brei;ding cstahlishmeiits — in on con raging, in 
*hort, every kind of agricultural improvement. In 
Jannary, 1855, to tak.e an instance, the duty foolishly 
leried on ^rino imported iti foreign 5hip» vtts reduced 
by one- half. 

But it is ihe official meddling, tlie itiveterale habit 
of wantin;j; di'icnnictits, deai^in, and t?<'-rtkric^(it(-a with- 
out number, which ia the imprdiment io the fTAy of 
Cree commerce; and haa yet to receive ita death* 
blow. There are imtancea where munufactureni of 
formgn agric^idttiral machinery have absulntely rofikHcd 
to execute French ordtJn*j oa tlie ground tliat the 
French Cu«totahousc exacted ao many petty forms 
and ceremonies, certificates of origin, &a Theae 
papers are ueceeaary to the life of oiBcial France, and 
are the consolation, I have do doubt, of the dii^cum- 
fited Protectioniats, who have watched the imperial 
legittlatioii of late yaarsj and have huen impotent to 
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stop it, T should note, aa evidence of the liberal pro- 
clivities of Normandy, that it was a Norman deputy 
of one of lliG richest jimvinees of Normaiwly — viz., 
M. de Kergorlay — who alone spoke i[i favour of Iree 
trftdc during the debate of the Cori)f*i Legislatif in 
]8o6. The aj^cultural body was even then, Pro- 
teetioniet lo tbe bitcltboue. Only four yenw pre- 
viously the Council -tie uerpil of AgrioHUiirc tttid Cotn- 
merce had voted almost mianimously for protoction 
— that is, for the priiicij^le of protection — aaaenting 
at the aarne time mo«t ndiculoualy to petty appliea- 
tioiia of free Irnde, as lo the import oi" cattle, &«;. 

The Gctrot syalem, whit?h dates bark to the four- 
teenth ccnturVr waa ori^nally estJiblinhed lo provide 
Che local or municipal expenses of tovras. Tt i» wA 
that CompiegiiG wo^ the first town that obtained the 
royal authority to levy duties on provisions bronght 
into it, on the oooditioa that mm qunrtcr of the 
rcvriuic tbu« obtained should be banded over to the 
public treasury, The royal ma-^lcT'* of France were 
not *Iow in perceiving that by this octroi system they 
oould oa»lv spcure lar^ rev&naeB to themeelvw. In 
1663 the King issued a decree^ by which he baldly 
took haJf the *iims produced by the octrois. After 
heitiff suppressed in the Revolution, and again re. 
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blidied, odrvi uOlccn li»vu Iweii :iow firuily 
planted in every part of Prance. T^cy w^ un<I«r 
munici|ml control^ and the GovenJiuent take^ one- 
t4mtli of tbo not prodaco. TLcso custom Iioumv^ 
which are at every entrance to every town, are tlie 
dcapair af FriMioLmt'ii. At puribt and in pruvJncial 
towns, very few men oeih speak of the octroi with 
patience. Every mnrkct cart h aeiirchcd Ijy tlni 
ocf/ot of1i(;er4. The man who has a cartloiul of miivd 
mcTchuidise, has to unload it and spread it about on 
ttie road-side, nnd lay ham every liltle box <if noiip or 
Gutiillea 1(1 tL<; nmni(;i|iid Ukx-gntUercriip The octroi 
ofiiccr pokes hts Acjin into every private carria;:e that 
pUiises witlnu the town gate^, and hns the right to 
lift the eushioua and look uuder the seat^. He is 
panieiilar^ luns^iDUEib as the octroi duties arc payable 
upon all articles of couHiuaption. Take this preat 
city of Havre, with its 60.000 to 70,(N)0 inhabitauta, 
and lis vast ftaibr population; thia Liverpool of 
France, where ahip> of all eountriea are rictualled for 
long Toyagea, and to which, aoi I liavc already 
oliserved, the farmers for many miles round carry 
their produee* It ha£ an octroi cordon about it that 
must act as a bowstring, ITie municipahty and the 
GovemoLent raise a tas at tlie gatcH, en every neecH- 



ICG 



THROnoH NOKMANDT AND BEITTANV. 



sary of life. I txavc the oclrai turilT for the town of 
Havre, as approved by a decree dated the 21at of 
July, 1863. A few of the articles taxed at the gates 
of Hayrc, and the extent of thia taxation, will givo 
Uie reader an idt-a of the prtssure the octroi eiceraiaes 
on the food markets of French provincial towns- 
Wine in cask or in bottle, pajs Sf. 60e, per hecto- 
litre, zuid pure alcohol 161 One sou per litre is 
raised on lemonade and other gaseous waters, Seers 
pay 3f. 30c. per hectolitre. Toilet soaps^ eo&metics 
ftud pomutiinia, aroniaiie viiiegars, and aceiita pay 35f. 
per 100 kilogrmuiiics* Oieu are tiixcd to tho extent 
of 3f. 20c. for every 100 kilogrammes they weigh; 
and so are calves, aud slieep, and goata. Pork pays 
4f. SOc. per 100 kilogrammes, and suc'kitig pigs 6f. 
The tariff is most ingenious and far-seeing. Thus 
fircvli iseat prepared for the butcher'» ahop, killed 
outnide the town, jtays 5f. 80e, per 100 kilo^^rammes 
on its entrance, while fresh pork pnye tif. The 
French mind delights in dE^tailJti nnd, m an octroi 
taiiff, it revels. It takes note even of the varieties of 
sauBages and, midtir the head of charculerit% distuu 
guinkea Uic block pudding from the vrhitc. All cfitir* 
cuterie pays 7L per lOO kilograimnes at the gatei! erf 
the city of Uavre; and ao do lats of all kiudfij which 
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are bon ^ manner. Salt or cared fi»h paya E»f fiOc. 
per 100 kilogrammoti ; while on every francS worth 
of fish s(>|j3 ill the public market-place of the citVi the 
octroi takea four ceiitimee. It is im|>ossiLle to escape 
the octroi officc-r, or to evude the fineness of his diB- 
tmctiouH. Let the ilcnicr put Diackcrci or hcmiig« in 
oil or vineg&r, thereby giving them a flavour accept- 
able to the gourtiiel^ and he is nlrai^htway culled upon 
hy the octroi to pay three sous per kilogrivnirae of the 
d^nty. Ttie rtLrer kiiid* of IihL^ as »dmou, turbot, 
trout, mcludinj; (the Meardiitig octrtn tiu-ilT ^n^*) the 
ehrirap, dit staHcoque, or prawn, pays 75 centimes per 
kilogramme, iuoluding; tho veight of the p&okm^. 
Havre oysters are taxed 15. centimes per 100^ wldle 
tbo*e from exterior oyster beds pay sis aaus. No 
£ock or hen, duck, goose, partridge, whether red or 
grey, siopc, plover, or oth<T paliidpede, can cater 
Havre without himnjj paid n duty of aix sous per 
liead< Even hirks do not escape. The octrm officer 
moat hftve 9^v^ centimes for every ten. Turkeys and 
hlureA pay nine sous entrance money each. Meat 
pastes pay tivepence tlie kilogramme, if not flavoured 
with truiBe». Let the pi^le or pie include a truffle, 
and nt once it ia taxed one Iranc a kilogramme- 
Macaroni ia all ita vaiictiegj whether dried or pre* 
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flCTvod, omitgcn, IcmoDs, cbc-atnuta, nU \t3iy. The most 
precise evplatiHtloaa accompauy tliia list of taxes on 
the food of tie town people. The import€P is 
reminrlfd that anv mixture of wine and wat^r will he 
cotiaidcred as pun; wiuc; Lli^U small cidrr wi\] Ln.ve 
to pay like full cider* A bottle containing cherriea 
preserved in brandy will pay us tiiou^h the bottle 
contained only brandy; no account will be takt^n by 
the octroi of the cherries* A lisl U givoo of the 
essences which are to be taxed as perfumes. Then 
follows an ample specification of the manner iu which 
tbf woif^ht of various parts of frceli moitt will be caU 
culatcd for taxation. The hoof of an ox is taken at 
one kilogramme, while fear calves' feet make one kilo- 
grumme; and six slieepa' troltcra, bullock's bead or 
cdvc'e head, if the tongues be cut out, jmy only half 
the regular tax. Should any JifHcultjr be put in the 
octroi i>fficer's way, whea ho desires to prove whether 
ft pastP or piu be truflled or not, Jn> iimy Uiki^ it for 
^i-auted thut it ia trufHed, n.nd charge accordingly. 

Ill the same wiy, fuel of all kiudti, and fodder, 
and building materials, are taxed at tlie town gates. 
In dieeo times, when almost ovcry articlct of food in 
at a higher price chau it ha« ever been wiUiiu the 
memory of the living generation, the reader czui 
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undcriftftiid the vexation* wid Iieurt- burnings to 
whicli auch taxation as tbU ^ms mc< Apait from 
the oppressive weight with vliich it falls npon the 
slioulderfl of tlie poorer class of people, there is its* 
iuoooajiiit and vcitatioua intorfcriiiicu witb c^ory little 
tran^ction. It ik an irritnting inquisitorial taic, that 
nifQes the temper of tlie market- woman every mom* 
itig. Oi\\y u fpw weeVft a^ t saw the system in full 
Operation at one of the gates of IMeppe. A Iwgc 
cart bad been emptied of its €ontentS| and these wfirc 
strowa in cnst^s, nnd baskets, nntl parcels ahout the 
robd. The citrtera wore patiently repacking the 
candle aud aoap boxes* The uiipacklug had Leeu so 
minute that the work of raloaditi^ and of reaching 
the shop for wbirh thci^c go*'i^ were destined in the 
town could not h&^e taken less than a eouple cf 
houi^. 

It t;; where a vigorous spirit of commercial activity 
haa bceu implauled, it Is in a ^rent port, in short, 
Like Havre, thut the bnd cifcot of such an jnatitutiou 
M this octroi is most severely felt. The octroi 
belt is round the city, and every day tlie growth 
of trade tends to its expannion, and here Gtands thin 
little two-ioumed custonihoLise on the high road in 
the way. It represents our excise system applied to 
VOL. u. & 
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every article of foodj to coals and caii^le*, and l>utld- 
ing matemU. Mavrc aspires to a great future. Slie 
has ^eat from lier dockyards Bome of the finest aliips 
in tlie imiiRrial nuvy. 

The impeHal jAcht, the Rcinc Hortcnsir, in IfAvrc 
built. Tiie King of Pnissia'g model yacht is tram 
this port. Ou th« cftna] Vanban nrc the livah in 
the conKtnirtirin of mAnne engines of Alr^p^icr^, 
HfiudbJay^ Fieldj & Co. Tlie cordage which gained 
the medal of honoitr m the Exhibition of ISiil yrm 
made here- Let lae not forget one local iudiistry- 
It iw iL bottle mamifactory, where two kinds of 
bottles arc mjidc for the English market^ viz., one 
in imitation of the real cognac bottles, ajtd another 
of th(2 coloui" and Kbajie [which, it seeiua, our bottle- 
raakcra cannot eaccesHfuUy imitate) of the Bordcaiut 
bottles. The first are destined to be filled with 
ispurions French brandy, and the second with manu- 
facturrd or doctored clarot^, The art of mannfftctur* 
iog on a great scale is understood here, and it applied 
to hre^pd-makiug. There i» one Cftablishment that 
grinds about 30,000 pounds of iloiir in twcaity-four 
hour*, and roake^t ften biscaitj which i« of admirable 
quality, by Ateam power. Thia bi»cuit, which Keems 
to be far above the ordinary sea biscuit, I saw d»* 
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appearing iii |[irgc quantities m sailorit' bags on the 
quay*, a day or ti^o agn. 

To tlie free growth of mduatne* like tliese I have 

just iudicated such an iiiBtitution as the octroi mu^ 

be a veiy serious impediment ; tt is the impediment 

agaitiat which every FreiiehmflK's hand is nu»(!<l, luid 

wbicii be helie\^ must le dealt with before Priinttt 

can resolutely enter upon a commercial competition 

with England. You see this ocJroi is & tax upon 

€vfiry article in the worlcman's cupboard. It i* 

levied on every ounce of butter, on every red herring, 

even on his pennyworth of pomatum. They who 

have ranted agajnst the income tax as inquisitorial 

would surely go xnnd under the scnitiny of the octr<»i 

officer. French frcD-^tradora say that it is logical that 

the octroi barrier should fall aftcrthc triumph of free 

trade with foreign countries. They begin to see the 

might of agricultural Prance, and that her happy 

position and various fertiluy ma? some day make 

her not only independent of foreign markete, but 

ft large contributor to that of Eujrlaad. She hn» 

got rid of the abauid reslrit-iive laws of the first 

Revolution, of prote':tioa, and of the sliding-scale. 

She bus hecome liberal and modest enough to get 

from abroad for the improvement oi Jier a^culture 
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tilt machlQea and the races «he hful not &t home; 
Hud mjw she is eager to hnve coiii|ilet6 free trade in 
exports. Kot only h^ the given up nil idcA of 
seeking protection tLroa^lL the coalom-hoiiac for the 
high prices of her nntivc prcxlufie, she urges the 
complete and final removal of those export hinder* 
aiices wbioli wore set up by territorial protectionists 
in tlie int^^resta of high prices Hiid of high reDt,i, 
She now says that free exportatiou is the true pro- 
tertioii of her agricuiturc. French ngriculttiral au- 
thorities call upon ail lauded proprietors tiuA faruiera 
to defend the pnudple tjf fi'ec esi>ortatio]i. Thu^ 
maintain that exportation, even hefoi-e the sliding* 
siiale fell, was a support and a benefit to native 
o^culturc. This exportation, iwjcurding to them, 
aloTie atti'acted <wme httle capital to the soil whcu 
BO many iuHuonces vere at work tQ draw capital 
from it. The Aovr, the nlmo^t imperceptihle, in- 
rrcftsc of population in France is a &crioiia item to he 
taken into account, French agricultural writers say, 
and with much force, that aiuce their population is 
almoat stationary, it follows that, if agriciLUnre h to 
prosper nnd iucrcaac with rapid atridcv, this im- 
provcmcut or increase muatj as a logical avqucuce, 
come from exterior markets — iu other words, fiom 
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a free export of that part of the increase of their 
agriciiUnre for which no profitable market will be 
foTinJ at home. They go farther, and add, by way 
of encouragement to their eompatriota, in order to 
direct their enei^ea and their capital to the aoil, 
that should the population resume its normal rate 
of increase, agriculture^ made prosperous for a time 
by remunerative exportations, would be in a condi- 
tion to supply amply the new demand in the home 
market. Already the greatest wheat-growing country 
in the world, France would become so Ml a granary 
that no increase in her population could consume it 
aU, and she would be always able to deal profitably 
with her near customer and ally across the Channel. 



CHAPTER VI, 
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Iv itt a proverb id tlieai) pnrts thut at the Touesaiut 
the uoru should 'w sowu and the fruits be garnered, 
and that henceforth toCbmtma^ there oannot be too 
much wind or raiu. Faire k Tvmmint ia iu these 
parts to sow the corn. Aak n ploughmau in the ficMe 
wliat he IB about, and he vill answer he is doing his 
TouHsaiut. We have the wind and the rain here to- 
gether. TTie faUlows are tumbling with a deaFening 
rottT upon the steep coast of this rock-bound RHhiog 
port. It ia not easy to conceive anything much more 
dreary than the closed anil drcTiched wcmdcn Gu«ino 
of ffLiitflntic Hhape, with the empty orchesti-a, the tables 
aud chairs of the salons and cabinets, all turned up- 
side down fufcd packed in comers; and just one little 
room left, with a few scraps of furniture and n muslin 
curtain, whoroiu a dismal couple aro bound to spend 
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the winter ia the character of housekeepers. There 
is no ancient air abf>ut F^'camp, no trace of the Con- 
queror, no voatJgo of St, Waniagc'ft nuniiory, nor of 
'WUIuLm's huge palace; and was not even thia built 
in pjirt with the stones of nn ancient Basilica? Yet 
thcKi? dreary winding little streets thai stretch between 
gigantic rocka iato the country, and tliia shamblirig 
place, where paij*ans are cheapciiing rough wooden 
bedsteaila and chairs, have echoed with the martial 
dang of great Normans, The dust of Richftnl and 
Bobert of Normaudy are mingled with thia soil. 
Here Cauchois peasants and fiaht*rmcn of the coast 
stared at the long liglit-liaircii Saxoos who came when 
the Cnnqiiemr William feasted in the puliinn. The 
mofit lloui'Uhiug estahli^hiueut io the to>vn now ap* 
penriA to be the hqueur manufactory of the BeuediC'- 
tine monks. Time wel9 when the mouks possessed 
the whole town of Fecamp and thrived on it. But 
Fecamp hax loii^ dnce tncaped from them. As the 
iigurc of thi» utilitFiriaii age, Mrs, Browning has 
shaped a clown, who "culls «impleH with his hack 
turuod to the etare/' Theao monks of Ftkiomp not 
only cull simple!} upon the hlufT headlands with their 
backs turned to the stars, but they keep their eyes 
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strictly on busiuesa. Tliey nrc no vtrungers to the 
art of advertj^ng. They mark their bottles with the 
cross, and seal them with a holy seal. The crosier 
avid the cowl oro upon the cork, and drxhitUy tied 
about the hoCtle'a ueck with a pink cord is suspended 
ft paper in which the rare qiuditicM <>f tlio H(]ueur 
witliiu are set fortli. The purchaser is assured that 
this liqnPTir, mnde hj the holy hands of the monks, 
nnd aold by them at the low rate of nine frrtnoj^ per 
bottle, is in every minute particular tho same as that 
their predcccaaora mamifftctured m the year of grace 
1510. Tins liqneur gets its flavour from herhs which 
fire gathered on the downs of Normandy. Lay fha- 
tillers are in the habit of making li()uenrs with spirit 
tlintillcd from Ijcetroot, or gmicij or potutonra^ hut the 
holy moulcB use only the finest cognacs. Thus their 
liqueur in distinguished by its clenu and unctuous 
cjunlity uiLd ita delicious dovguet, which itiereaMeN with 
pg^H It i^ '* ftnti-ftpoplcctJc/' '* an ti- spasmodic," nnd, 
^iftised daily in moileration, will assist all thefuiic- 
tionaof the hody." So say the monies^ taking care 
»t thp*afne time to keep the reader informed as to 
Ihcir Pari)* Agents, ftud Uieir printers tijAtructed 
about Nhuwy placards for hotel pas»age!4 and dining* 
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rooms. Eiccelleut men of buftSiie»« arc tlioie mDnkv 
who cuU tteix siroplcs with their backs turned to th** 

8taT3! 

Tlie monks Imvo caught the new comniCTCtul apirit 
of Fecamp, nnd are well planted on the long Jttrttg- 
gliiig atreet that loads straight to the flaunting 
cAsiDo, by which thi- winter spji i* mfiftning *^ftilly 
this rainy day- A greed for a ta»te or two of the 
tourist's blood has come upon the onoe simple 
Norman people who inhabit the villages nivng thi)^ 
piTggpd coast. 'Every hamlet of a few houses is 
building itself a. ctxsino and baths, ami lauTidiint: 
wildly iiito the expense of colossal iidvertiHiig bonrtU 
at Uie railway stations. St. Valcry*fin-CauXj Veules, 
nnd Mottcvilie, and, if I mijttnkG oot. Cany, hftve 
cjtoght the fever- Is a MoiiiNion^iicy n,bout to em- 
bark in a business that hns made the tbrtunc of M. 
Vigier? 

"We have done I'ery well here, Moimicur, this 
season" said the ruddy Cuuchcis, whu had just 
served the fanner's dinner at the hotel of the 
Chariot of Gold, on the Place, " We have had 
plenty of visaton, and of the boat clu^. And tht^y 
have done very well at Valery ; indeed, everywhere/' 
And then she went off into divers reaaona why 

S * 



t7« 



THBOUflB NOUIAXBT AND BRlTTA?IT. 



F&aiup was preferred to EtretaC, or any other place 
on the coast. Site was Init a pcasiiut girl, but &he 
had learned all tho local jar^n B«t up for tbo pttr- 
pooc of fixing the tounst at Fucomp, and bloedioj] 
him thure. It would really be a ^n acd shnniC to 
leave Fecamp without aeeiiig the Castle of Canj^ 
with its window for every day in the yedr, including 
the door«, u ahc ob^Eirred in her simpliinty. I hftd 
dropped upon the pEace after all the gay visitors had 
packed a[id gone^ and it had «(.'ttlcd do^m to winter 
and the mild excitement of a weekly veg«Hablo market* 
The tabU d'fidte table was covered with th*? ramaliia 
Qf the farmers* noon-tido dinner. Va^t decanters, 
which ha.d contained cider, some trays of fat blaclc 
rudiidiCB, and plent^ul fruit were left upon the tab1«, 
with here and there a wi»e bottle enconipaased with 
a nnpkiiL, and perhaps one-third cm|Fticd of its coq- 
tcnta — showing the temperate habits of the diners 
who had rieca from the tabic. How \a it that we 
cultivate ao few of thes£ fine black radi»lies? The/ 
are no freat daiuty^ albeit tliey are much liked in 
Normandy. Oystcara are plentiAit at Fecamp, the 
hot«l prioc of them being fifteen soua per doaon. 
Bat they arc, as served in a va»t square dish — a 
pare ill little; bronu and ragged, and ujuigbtly, in 
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the eyca of an Engliahmati. Lying iu a vast, roi^h, 
sedgy shell, only one dozen can be served in the 
amplo diah that would hold ttree or fbui doxen of 
the English natives. The oysters at Havre arc of 
the same quality^ whether of the large or sTnall 
variety. But both at Focamp and at Havre there 
ia a great consiimpticm of them. At the letter 
port, oil the Grand Quai, arc oyster cellars, deco- 
rated with grotcs((ue palterna in the »hcU» of shell- 
fish, where people coTiaiime many dozenft; but 
neither at one toWD nor the other is tliere an oyxto* 
fishery strictly speaking, Fiahennen sometimes bring 
oysters with other fisli to the Havre market, accord- 
ing to the sefl*on and the w^-ntlier, I =00 told, on iht? 
best authority; but th^y are not cutitrjllt^d by any 
regulations iit Havre, and there k no local account 
taken of this industry. 

The market-pUoe of Peoamp is the moat primitive, 
aQd at the ^me time the most [iictLireet.|ue, one it is 
poasihle to imagine. To a scene-painter it would be 
a gem. It is entered through an ancicQt and ragge<l 
etoTic gnteway. It ig a, square, c^udoscd by old houses 
of all heights and sizes and broken ehapcs, A aeries 
of low, stoutly- timbered sheds stretch along the walla 
and in irregulnr hues through the open spiice. It i» 
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hardJy i>osaible to tell with wlint material they are 
TDofed, since it is thickly crusted with bright yellow 
jind bmwn and greea fuiDgus growth. Under the 
deep overhanging eaves of the aheds^ the great musses 
nf utany richly -coloured fruit aud vegetnhles, lookiug 
fresh hs this Normnn momiiig iu which they were 
jfathered — reake exquisite bits of colour agaimt the 
deep sombre of the biick of the stalls. At everj- 
frenh Xormau market 1 reach the vegetables seem 
to be greener, the fruit rosier and richer, aud the 
pumpkins of a ^eater girth thfin at the last. Then 
tlie market folk, iu gay nud during coloui-s, every 
one of them ; some carrying red umhrcllaa, some iii 
geraoium |ietticoat*, a va§t number io the ijatioiial 
blue; the womcD topped with caps of snow of the 
new, unseemly Norman pattern, and the men in 
varieties of headgear ftturting from the King of 
Tfvetofs crown, the fjm/n'f de cotan, to feeble ai^l 
uiicertaiu iiuitatiotiH of the htus^'laTdj to use the 
Paris yamin'n latest flatjg : — crowd, chattering in 
high notes their ccnfuhiiig patms, driving donkeys 
am) leading uncombed horst's, ro[)e-tied to vehicle* 
that by aomc n)yat<-nou» agency Iiold togcthf^r. A 
pmjsmine.^ her basket full of <?rocenes, aad a "oUd bit 
of mcttt that ii to make the pot-au-feu deleoiablo, i« 
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chcofemtig a pair of bottle-^en velvet incxpreEisiMeif 
ae^ondlkaiLi), forhercltlc-at hern, whoiscaj^crlywutcli- 
ing the progress of tha barpAin. Tlii? backa of the 
stalls lu-c part cowalicd aud part c^f^. The caf^s are 
cncio»ed by I'ougb bounls, with twu lourd^ nnilc^d 
togctlicr for a door. One is tlte Ciif4 det Bouchers, 
being near tbe ruddy -faced butcber'n men and 
wuuu^ii- The women, it mny be reamrkal i;n pus- 
sant, wield immcDiic choppers with a ^wiftne^ thnt 
thrills Ihe blood of the uervoiw, iinsspcritruced ob- 
fierver. Another cofi^ is markod Tenu pat' Li9^, Icftv- 
iDg iiB to deduct from the exterior of this boHi'dcd 
ahed wliat Lh^ tintat be likf; not that one can 
pou^u indulging in many reflections hereabouts. The 
crowd is conatantlv* on tlic move, and the baBltet» 
have au aivkward habit of bruising tlie rilw of the 
unw&ry. All available open «p&co is cohered with 
articles f<w snip, Tiltwl carts display tempting 
mouiidb of i^ingcrbrcnd. There are piles of ^nbotn ; 
and ill ftnothi-r directioa are gaiy- coloured clothes 
and coarse crookcrj-, suck as it would lie im[>osc<ib1e 
to equal for barharoua and bad irakc in any part of 
the United Kiugdoro. Art has certainly not yet ap- 
proached even the tlu-esbold of the Frencli peaaaufa 
homo* In the tnidat, with laughio^ vacant focc. 
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stalks a man moat fantastically cIeuI — & fool, a Jester, 
a wandering miustrt^l, a deafening band on two legs, 
the spoiled child of the markct-p1iu«. Upon h\% 
bead U n totr^nug pagoda, mueical with bclla. He 
is not a man to he o0endei1, tor he carries cymbals 
mid drum, ami spcroka through p&odean pipes, mid 
commands the handle of a hurdj^^gurd/, Ele was 
the ddig^lit cf the chjitturing Cttuchois, whose iiervcH 
defied the full force of all his instrLiiDDnis plaj-od at 
once, I coidd not help, as 1 coritoinplnti:d thi* fan* 
ta«tic figivro armed with a tiuitanco at aJl pointii, 
womleriiij( what would be his fatf, or rather wliat 
would be tho course adopted by tlio philosophi'r, if 
uiilciiid fate should in wanton mood lead him »oine 
day under tlic windowi of Mr. BnhllagL^ 

I found, however, that the man of many instru- 
ment» did not eujoy uudtsturbed mu&ical jMkanttJOO 
of F^oamp. From the window of the Gohlen 
Chariot I waa amused hy the appearance of a 
systematic crgaU' grinder on the i'lacc, He wa« a 
man of buttineas; he waa a Frenchman; ami there- 
fore^ albat an or^n-.grind«r, a mnn of ayatem. 
Plnntiu^ hiuiaclf in a commandiug po»itlou iu the 
Place, away )>om the liotuea, lowa of country 
saddlers, tailors, grocers, and barbers of the humbleat 
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clcAcriptiDn, be dcspotched the p^rl wlio \ym with him^ 
and who waa provided with & wooden leg in support 
of her petition for n\mt, to u comer door, whence ahe 
made a ho uae-to'' house tippUctttiou^ while be made 
dokful music, aud wa« not at the pniii^ of stirring. 
A mail without ay&tem would have walked every *lcp 
in the wake of the girl 

Ou my way to the railway Atation I stood wRtchiitg 
a white team of horses plou^hiug the opposite hill, so 
high up and far awny, that the horscM lookml like 
white mice upou the brown Imid, and marked how 
true it was that at Fecamp the ears of the coni 
almost touched the sitles of the fisliioji-hoiilK, thtit 
the men who ploughed the rich upland tonchiul the 
elbows of the satlors^ who spread their net* ta dry in 
the fttin. I liad Aeeu tliat there was not the least 
reason for the Emperor to Tx? anxious ubont the con- 
ditiou of the good people of Kficamp and tlic noigh- 
bonrhood. 

The nburidmice of the country can be sctn from 
the central Place ; aud now that tourists of the richer 
clftM hove 1>CPQ templed to every little vUlaj^' wloug 
the coast, the fat land will bring fortunes to its pro- 
prietors and cultivfttora. These Normans are quick 
fmd where and how they may make iidvance iti 
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pncc?(< I had, 1 aliould bay, little more ihnn the 
quarter of a rabbit at the Hotel of the Golden 
Chariot, for wliit^h iLe lioaless did me the honour of 
charging me three francs, I was a winter fttra^gler 
from the msin hody uf the euemyj and at once ftUe 
marked me. Is it not the same story — I will not aay 
at Dieppe, for there the x>licKler of tLe stranger ia a 
mAttor of honour among tlic citJeons; hut nt Havre 
and other places creu the cbemi^st doubles hi« price aa 
you enter hia »]iop. Money<roaking ia the p^on 
of fhe Norman, whether he be towrwmnn or coijntry" 
iQau. To »ee a woman from the country on market 
day liugghng wit!i a fishci'maa for a bunch of freah 
herrings, is to vritaes^ an exhibition of feminine keen- 
ness on both sid(^8 which conld not be easily matched. 
At Fecamp every other countryman had a t»tring of 
herring dimgling from his finger; wliile along the 
port tbc fishwires were trudging heavily home, their 
baakct^ pilod with market produce. Both make good 
Imrgaina avid live well, and know directly when Et 
stranger approaches them, or how to prolit by any 
Rtrong ta«te he ahow« for a fruit, A cheese, or m 
particular vegetable. 1 praised eomc Pont Er^qtic 
eheese, aa having a fine iind delicate fiavcur: where- 
upon my Cauchoi^ attencUnt »aii^ a hymn in its 
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prmsL^and couimcDcli^d my taatc, and totd mc how all 
the great folk who Imd been in the neighbourhood 
(luring the season, had praist^d that nftine cheese. 
And, I doubt not, had paid for it. 

It is Tory ditiicnilt for the atrangpr, let him go 
wliere be may nmon^ thu old towns or baths of 
Normandy, to tnate of any of its procluc£> «t tbtj 
cuuntry price- The |jooptc have nuuli^ rpmly for him 
everywhere. Among other blcBsiiJg*, the milwayit 
have broii^ht to country inukcepLTs tlie tai^fTa of 
Paris hotcU to be faithfully copied by them. On the 
Groad Quai at Ha\Tej for in*tauce, which ia covered 
with wine barrels, hthI ugg chests, arid sacks of corn, 
6ud droves of cattle^ where pig* and calves are ever 
dftnglmg in th« air from crauca under the hotel win- 
dowa, being landed from tt»c Caen or Houtlcar boats, 
where the eye rest* upon black seas of net tarpaulins-, 
where the oystera ATtt pUiuteil here and there at the 
doors ill huj;e, deep bnskttsj smd where there i;*, in 
fehort, the least hkelikood of finding stray holiday 
people; even here has the laiulludy a sure scent of 
any tourist who may reach her obiicuri: little bu^iut*^^ 
ho^loLry, where skippers and American cmignuils and 
customs* men are her chief gueatrt. IJer hotel has a 
arjuuding Parisian name, that recommends it to Idin 
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who is not initiated luto tJic mysteries of Harre hotel 
life ; and for this one she can make up a bUl on tiie 
Pfiriaian model, ewu to the Paris hotel iiupoaitioo on 
pale ale. 

At BigCQQ's ^ou pay the same price for a 9ole 
cooked well — a.1 they cook cft« Bi^un -as you pay 
at a mnstcr marincr*B kotol on a. Ilftvro qufii. There 
is plcnly round about, and the shops ljesi>eak it- 
The vegetable barrows ire piled high up; great 
bunches of leekfl are tied fantastically against the 
grocers' doora* Tlxe oyster boats lie moored under 
your none. Yon are in the midst of the tar, and 
mud, oud oystcT'shellsj and roui^h jollity of a. crowded 
l>ort. Pari'olft chatter in the door-ways; models of 
buutH are in the low Ultlc caf^, kept by worn-out 
mnrinent or their widows. Yellow and black dread- 
noughts hang like damp seaweed over alopseUers' 
^ndun-it. To the right th(^ ^CLilor i? attracted by tin 
tl'equipagc (crew's wine) at 60 centimes tht^ litre, and 
on the other, by ship clmcidU'rft and iitacka of sea 
I)ie4cait, You i.'im't ^et avtny from it at llavrp, Tlie 
row!* of aJiipH stretch into tbc heart of the cl^. Old 
fi^rc-heads are the Hr^tt objects yon see aa the train 
slackens near the terminus. Thcv throw a shadow 
on the tntn chnfftrrin^ on the opcti ExcliAiige, aud 
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yim mi^ht hear the aaiU flap in the thefttre. A bu&y 
plftce it Havre; mid all its docks, the dock de la 
fiftrrOi du Roi, du Cammerce, de Vauhan, and the 
dock de I'Kure are lined with ships from every part of 
tte world. Still, the French Liveq)ool ia verj^ far 
Mlem of the great city on the Mersey. One advan- 
tage, however, Havre haa over Liverpool, At the 
mouth of tlie Seine there is not that horrible poverty, 
that omnipresent beggary which defiices the glory of 
our Liverpool- Here you cannot count Tom-all- 
aloned by the thouj^aad. The Hotel de Villc is not 
thicldy eacompassed with beggars s|)eaking every 
anguage. Tlie Rue dc Paria is not the rcfiort of 
'half-naked troops of haggard babes. Its alleys are 
not choked with the hulf-sturvcd. Life is much 
eo^er. The saOora ^re much what they are in all 
other porta- Ashore^ after a long cruise, the money 
turns in thoir pockets, and the drnra-sKopa are not ii 
fttone'a throw from the ship's «de. I have seen some 
tliorongh examples of what our seafariug neighbours 
can show in the wny (jf intoxicatian. At Dieppe the 
boys drink- I came upon three little urchins, each 
alioat twelve year* of age, one morning — thoy were 
sailor boys — tJie three were swaggerinc; towards a 
dram-ahop, when one, turning upon his companion. 
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said, "Who pays the joMffe ibiatime?" But Havre, 
und Dioppe, and Fecamp, and, irulecd, 11117 Fre^ich 
port, compares advamtng^omly with Liverpool 

lu thcBc Nommu porta you will never find a vromim 
entfe deux rirm. You uGvf.r scp the fisha-wtujiLii 
leaning ag3ii]«t tlie wiiic-sliops. They very seldom 
^nter them. There are hiuiilrrds of hurd-worke*! 
fislLUometi at Fecamp, and Boulogne^ »nd Calais, 
and Dunkirk, and I>ieppe who are in the oold and 
wet from mom till night, vho tng the fishing-boats 
to the pier-head, who carry the take of fish aaliore, 
vfho clean, ami sprt^nd, find mend tlio Jieu, who see 
their huahande^, and hrotlierK^ and h>ver^ Icintiging in 
nnd out of the braady*shop from dan-n till night 
whoa anhorc, and yet who remain scrupuloiiaty sober 
and frugal, and nerei let their handa be idle. 
Waiting for a load, the fishwife squats upon her 
baskot, and hrinpn forth Imrfenitting-ne^^dlea. Every 
VOxaaii haa a pmr iif stockings in pro^re^iB, and will 
walk hrittkly uUnifc the port, pljing her noi'dlM u« fthc 
goes^ with a htaiy basket alung at her back. At 
this seuHon of the year, when a fleet of fi^hiitg^boDta 
cornea with evt?ry tide tutu evch fiBhlug |Kirt ua tliia 
Noroiaii const, tbcwiTci* of the fiwherrnen have a very 
hard time of it; indeed, they are up with tlie fintt 
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ptup uf Any, and never real until the boats liavc left 
by the night tide. The gutters are full of fish acalea, 
cnrriod on a reeking tide from the curiug-houso, 
ProccseionB of carta block up tho port, ladcu with 
the deep lierrhig-basketa. It waats trenieiKlou& 
energy ou the p:irt of the fishinf^ poptilution of 
Ditrppe or Fecamp to dispose of the boat loada as 
they come in in quick oiteccseiioii. The railway car- 
ries off an immGLise quiUTtity. Here i.^t the take at 
Dieppe aloae for three days in the a*a«on: — Ou the 
■1th, forty. aeven buata entered the harbour, vith (),500 
j/iesures (the measures of herriiigt*) — I »huuld ob- 
serve that a measure coutains on an averagL^ 150 Jish. 
These fish «ohl at from (lif. to 4|f, per mea^ure^ 
On the fullowing day, forty-three bcwts carried in only 
1 pGOO roeaaures, and the prices raugcd from Of. 70e- to 
7f. 75c. per measure. Ou the 6tli inat , twenty-three 
boat£ eaujjht 2,600 mca.^nire«, uuri the prices ranged 
from lOf. to 5f, 10c, per moaeurc. It h a *poculntivc 
business for the fiahernicn. On the followiug day, 
fur iuBtauce, the boat« could catch nothing, luid hud 
to aail off to Berek, whither they will have to go, 
tho acaaou beuig now much advanced, it is feoj'cd, 
until this year's herring Jiahery i» over- We may 
take the average price of herrings at 6f per nieflfture 
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of 150. Thii vill give us the market price of a 
herring ut 4cv or five for 2(1. At atiicti n price thejr 
ought to be cheap enough, in spite of oetrois and 
duties^ even in Paris, 

It is not cxtrnordiimry that llic people of this 
province, or of anj other tbat is withiu the direct 
influence rf the Pariaian market, should petulantly 
An&wer, when aaked why any native jimdii^!! is so 
dear, that Paris ahaorbs it as Havre cdisorbs tlic pro- 
duce of the country round about, and Dieppe that of 
the jUiermont. They will not ^o into the pohtieal 
economy of the auhject, Paris ahsorhs that which 
fonnei'ly tbey had in great plenty^ Tliey are jealous 
that Paris should have the phimpcst turkey, the 
picked herringB, the finest tnrbot, the best com of 
the harvest; they have a sneer for Parisian fiutadj- 

OU91I(.'93p 

Have they not been told by M. Husson tliat even 
the l'ari& iioor will u^jt eat brown Ijrcftfl, and thia ia 
the flftily bread of the agriculturist, who buya it by 
hard labour from morning to night in the fields? 
ThU brovm bread is more nourishing than the deli-* 
catti white bread made from the fmeat flour. But 
the eCD^itivG Paria pn.upcr will not havo hie dlgniti 
^hwnme hurt. The French workman thinks he has 
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reached the lowest step of tlic »ocial ladder vthcn 
the imrrowiiess of his mcaiiB compcU him to mt 
brown sugar. Provincial townsmen will talk very 
discontf'nt^dly aWit the foAtirliouHTke^a of the Pnriii- 
ifloS; and more &peciiiUy of tJie time wlu^ii tiic 
Government gave them their fine bread under it» 
cost pnce. This conce^Hion, mjtde vhcn flour w&a 
very dear, cost the Paris Tnunietpality more than 
two milHona stcrliug. The Parisians were to ^ve 
buck the amount when bread ahould become chcup, 
but tbe return has not yet been mode. 

It IB to the CQonnoiia eoiisiim|]ttou of meat in 
Paris that tlie country folk attribute ita high price. 
In 1830 the capita eonsuoed 000,OUO bc&d of 
cattle, and now tlie eonauraptiou exceeds 1,200,000. 
Ko^, nhile the dcmaiid in. this one centre has 
doubled during 80 years, there has been na corrcs* 
ponding increase in the production of cattle. The 
provijicinl hits engraved these facts on Ids memory. 
The Part&ian con^uEQCs half the fat oxen, aud ouly 
one bimdredth part of the cow beef. He eat* only 
the best parts of the animal, and scnda the inferior 
joints back to the oountry. He eats ten times &b 
much meat as the inhabitaQt of the LuzSre or of the 
CreuHC. M. Uuasoa gives it *vs a remarkable fact 
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thnt the arcn whence Paris draws liex supply of meat 
has not been matmjilly enlarged by the ndl^ys. 
Xot many prent cattle breeders have sprung up in 
diiQtfmt pUccs t^Topted by the facilities offered hy 
the miiwayN. Thus, Pari* cxbatmU the province* 
rouiid about her. Tlie average Parisian lives wdh 
lie consumer n hectolitre of wine every year, with- 
out taking into aooount beer, or eider <ir spirits. 
Tlie best crm of Eurgnndy ajid of the Bordelais ans 
for him. He eat* ten kiJognmraes of poultry" and 
game. For fish. Up ha* the best the sea supplies. 
It has bteome n anyiug thnt if the IlaiTc merchtint 
wants a tiae fish for liia dinner tabic, be must send to 
Paris for it. Paris eousunies more milk than all the 
departmrrnts of the Smith of France pnt tog^her. 
Twenty depfutuienU scud to her butter market^ hul 
her fincHt butters are derived froin Normandy and 
Brittftny- 

Som^ yttirs a;^o M. Hu^ou started an admimblc 
ijea f«r leMetiiiig tbt? high price of milk in the 
Frcneh capital* The reader should know that Ihe 
hoftpitaltn have a general and mutually advantageous 
organisation by which they arc all aupplicd witlt 
milk at somcthins under three aoua a litre. M. 
Uuaaon's plan waa to make the fanaern who Huppbcd 
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&e c&pitoJ baTkd together, and h&ve a oentrftl entftb- 
liahmeEt whence every metropolitan arrondissement 
could be served at a reasonable price. Hut it woatd 
he no light task to get h krge concourse of farmers 
from various dcpiirtnicnts to come to an agrocuont 
on tills or any other sabject* M. HusBon'e tables of 
the fine frLiit^, the hot-hou^^Q luxuneH, the green peEis 
carried all the way from Algeria in the montli of 
January, and of the huinlrcd &nd oae other luxuries 
of the palate which, bought to the extent of millions 
of francB, and which the provincial rarely, if cver» 
tastes, must have an irritating effect en the bncolio 
nutitl. M. Dtlavergoe appiireatly cndi^avoura to 
reconcile the maas of hia couutrrmen to the absorb- 
ing lusuries of Paris by asBuring them, which he 
does on very unsabsttintial authoritTes, tliat London 
diet 19 of a very poor and deficieiLt quality. He 
coHflidcrB, however, the average diet of the English 
people better than that of the French* But he 
dravs hia conclustons from nebulous premises. He 
has a lordly way of deaUiig in round numbers. He 
telU bis readers that a fourth of the immon&e popn- 
lation of London consists of paupers, and that the 
three remainiug fourths are composed of worlonen, 
sailors, and small shopkeepers, who live, as a rule, 
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kaft well thau the otti^eue of Paris. lie ^11 not 
agt^e with M. Hussoa that the Londoner eata more 
meat tliat the Parisian. He aays that M'Culloch, 
**Jike all Eii^llshmen,'^ is diapo&ed to exaggerate 
figures *rhcn dealing witli lii& own cotintry, and yet 
Lc has coQcIuded that the Loodoncr cat* less meat 
than the Pariaiaii; and iLgd the Frenchman cod* 
c1lj(1c>h tlmt, iji rouTid nunfibern, the Loiidoner and 
the PamiAii are oa an equality &s mcat^conauiiicra, 
having 80 kilogrammes, or something over 1601b., 
eajch. He is bold enough to add that P^is meat is 
snperior to that of Loiidcai, "Only look at the 
hutchers' jthopi^ in the tviQ capitals," he cHcsp Loo- 
dt>n may have the advantage in TDuttoo, but Pam 
hua the bet^t beef and veal. Nay, the infcnor tneaU 
which are bent awny fi om Paris for want of buyers 
iixv exported tQ perfidious Albion to feed the Icaa 
dainty cockneys ! Then Paris bread is as good as 
that of London h bad. I agree with both M. Hua^ 
son and M. Delavcrgnc that the PariEinn cntn much 
more bread than the Londoner, But the Jj^udoncr 
has an enormous advantage over his Parisian brotlier 
in the boimtiful supply of cheap fish at his command, 
Tlioro aro no great tishmongcrs in any part of the 
French capital. Fish seldom eitters into the ParU 
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tfae capital hnnd together, onA Kave n centrrLl e^t&b- 
tsbmeDt whence mery metropolituu arroudiaseoieiit 
could be served at a reasonable price. But it would 
be no lig^t task tf> get a large coucour&e of furmcra 
from various ilepnrtmeuta to come to &n agreement 
on thi» or any other subject- M, IluasoD'fl tables of 
the ftne fruits, the hot^liouso luxuries, the green pe«ft 
enrricd all the wiiy from Algeria in the month of 
January, and of tlic hundred And one other luxuries 
the palate nbich, bought to the extent of mlUiouR 
■ francs, and which the provincial rarelyj if e^er, 
te»f must havi^ an irritating effect on the bucolic 
M. Dehtrergne apparently endeavours to 
:>Dd)e the inaaa of Yd» eouutrymeii to the a!»orb- 
luxuries of Paris by assuring them, which he 
I on very unsubstantial autliarities, that London 
h of n very poor aud deficient quality, ilo 
era, however, the average diet of the English 
better than tba.t of the Freneb. But he 
ihifi conclusions from nebulous premisee. He 
, lordly way of dealing in round iiiuubfra. He 
his readers that a fourth of the iminense popu- 
Q of London consists of paupers, and that the 
s peraaiainfc fourths are composed of workmen, 
rSr and small shopkeepers, who lire, ^ a rulC|< 
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He will not yield pt>or Loadon n redfreimng point. 
** You cannot comp^irc the beer of KngUnd to the 
vine of France!" he exclaims. He winds up his 
comparison by the luiaartioii, that Loudon h not so 
rich as his natix'e capital. According to him* Eng- 
land gains hy the unftltractiveueafl of her capital. 
Wealth is spread, nutl fructities over the country. 
There is not the &atuc coDtrast between London And 
ft country town, as there is betwera Paris and any 
arrcndia&eintnt ch^f-lteu. Hence, he er^esj thatj if 
Paris ceajsod to be the capital of France, she would be 
ruiued; ^hereaH, Lmidoa would hardly feel the 
change if the sesit of Goyerrunent were removed 
from her. He attributes this to our railway &y»tem, 
in part ; France being almost entirely dctieicnt in 
connecting line*. Her population and produce wc 
carried to centres; whereas, by the Englisli nillirfiy 
ftyBtcm, people and produce can spre-ad easily in all 
dircctiona. The diffVrcncc in the food ooiiiiumod in 
the various provinces of the empire iSj aa stated by 
M. Delavergne, estraonlinary. If the dwcllcn* in 
provincial towns consumed mnch less meat per head 
than the citixcna of Pnria, the French agricultural 
labourer is Icsa luxuriouBly nourished than the 
inhabitant of the least favoured little bourg. He 
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tbo capit&l bnnd together, imct Imvd a central ettab- 
lisfameiit whence every metropolitiuL arroadissemciit 
could he served at ft rcaaonable price- But it would 
he no liglit task to get a large concourse of farmem 
hoia varioiiB departments to come to an agreemfrrit 
on this OT any other euhjcct. M. Htueou'e tables of 
the fine fmiis, the bctohouae loxurieH, the green pea» 
carriod all the way from Algeria in the month of 
January, and of the hundred and one other hiKurio^i 
of the palate which, bought to the extent of millions 
iOf francs, and which the provincial rarely^ if c\(.% 
it^, must hnve an irritating effect on the bucolic 
d. M. Delaverguc apparently endeavours to 
mcile tlie mat» of bis oountrynien to tiie &b«orl)- 
luxuries of Paris by assuring thera, which he 
<eA on veiy unsahstanlial authontiee, that London 
in tjf n vrry poor aud deficient quality. He 
idcrs, howLHXT, the average iliet of the Knglish 
better than that of the French* Bat he 
bis conclusions from nebulous premises. He 
a lordly way of dealiujj iu mund nuiuberSi He 
his readers tltat a fourth of the immense popu- 
u of Loudon consists of paupers, and that the 
e remaining fourths nre composed of workmen, 
opkecpers, who live, as n rule,. 
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number of rural holders; while agricultiinil France 
18 split up iuto more tlian 4<1,000,000 of ferius, more 
tliAn JljOOOjOOO of wliLcli do not exceed in estont 
eigUt EiLgUuli acres. In Fraucc there are 4^800,000 
krge and fimtJl knded proprietors. More than 
11,000,000 hectares arc nutter the metayer Byfitcm, 
Thesu ejaall holdore, and m^tuyerH and farmera live 
the frugiil agriciJtural life I have described. Paris 
takes labour froiu the land iu tlie departments which 
encompass her aud feci her evU inflQimcc. Agaiii, 
sho drains capital from the eoil. But, uuder tho 
eiiistiug system of small forming, whether it be 
Bcieuiilically eound or wasteful, at kast; this result 
liei broHd and cicyir hcfore every man's eyes — that 
she has food, and more tl;aii enough for hci great 
population, that in her great cities there is no misery 
so poigrmpt as tliat which abounds in ours, and that 
her tshW cf esptirts atid imports show the balance of 
trade to be in her ^voar. 

Mr. Williarn Ray Sracc, in arguing in favour of 
the iidmi«)^loii of the cheap wiues of France at the 
duty of 6d. per gnlton^ or Id. per liottle, ang^sts 
thai duly be put on French eggs nt the rate of Id. 
for every 30, and on butter at the rate of id. per 
pound. Then might the duties on all light wines 
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from all foreign countries lie abolished, without losd 
of rereBue. It is true that oats arc cliar^cJ n iluty of 
1ft- per qr,, and that they ate imported to the value 
of more thttu -£2,000,000 amiuailly. Eggf. and Ijulter, 
if burdened with the light tax suggested, would >tiJl 
he imported, though perhaps not to the esiatins: 
extent of £1 ,500,000 per antttim. But thGsc; vjre not 
reasons why such duties should be imposed. Oruuti'd 
tbxt it is highly desirable that the duty on French 
wines should he reduced told, per bottle; no ioge- 
nuity in pleading con make it appear deitirablo for 
one moment to an unprtguJioed mind that n tax 
should bo taken off wine tu be put on eggs and 
batter. 

No doubt the consumption of the light cheap winc» 
of France, such aa the workpeople of Franco con< 
sumCj would be an i^ecahle chcuigc Jroni beer to the 
English people, and a healthy frbange. Not that the 
cheapest Frunch unne can. ever penetrate lo thi: 
English agricultarat districts, and stand to the 
labourer in the stead of hi» beer, for a day. The 
French peasant, who lives in it wine-growing diaitrictj 
driuka wine and flenrishcs on it, as the NDnnnn 
drioks and nourishes on eider, and as our Devonsbire 
labourers dtiiik cider also ; because thei^e drhik< come 
from the ^oil at tlieir fuet ; and because they are the 
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cheapest within their reach, French wine can ncTcr 
become the cheapest nine witliiii the readi of the 
BritifiE) working olfwses. Have I not obaeneil already, 
thftt vin d'eguipa^e is sixpence a litre on the qnc^ja at 
Havre? But the reductioii of the import duties on 
French wines to Id. per bottie^ is not the less 
desirable because it cannot briikg claret to the lips of 
Hodge. When it can bu sold, ns Mr, Smee pix>[nifte9, 
rctaiJ for la. per bottle^ anil j'ield a profit cf Sd. to 
the retailer^ it will be the befit temperance agent 
intemperate England could wish to have- I have 
touched upon some of the polnta which explaiu the 
a<lvantage the French labourers aud artigaus have 
over their English brethren ; how it is tlut vith Icaa 
wages hei% there is leaa misery^ The gre&t point, 
however, in the Frenchmau'a favour, whether he be 
cultivator of the soil or driver of the shuttle, is lis 
temperance. This temperance induces other good 
hftbits — tbc habit of aavLng, of forolhouj^ht. Where 
the tomperance in ^'iviug way Co habiiH of iiitoiication, 
as among tlie Dieppe masons and the fishertneu of 
the PoUet, otlior sodal virtuea are going by the 
board. And he who grow and gtiriicred his fhii And 
had it spun in hi« cottage doorway, i» d^jstiucd, in 
thia country of stout linen, to become acquainted 
with rags. 
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On waking at the Hotel des VictoircB, in the centre 
of the fLDCieul kingdom of YvetSi, in. a apacioufl old 
room, with big beams across it, and a Imlky walnut 
press in one corner, witli no less tlian tliree huge 
oak tables dotted about other parCa of the room — 
overytbiag solid und hard, luid wcU adapted to tlie 
carousftlB of a race of giants — I saw that I was fairly 
off the tourist's high-roadj and was not likely to 
heal- either English or Pari^an French od tlie great 
atnircosc without. The hotel yard was a broad form- 
yard, atul at daybreak it was noisy with citrters and 
Ktablemeii; and the tramp of horses' hoofs and the 
cackle of poiUtry. It stretched far away and termi- 
nated with a big pond, where the paloiipcdca dis- 
ported theinaekes and the horses drank. 
A wct^ raw, Sunday moruiug ! Thia is the " little- 
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market" day of Yvetflt, and every kind of country 
vehicle, from tlie rustiest of rusty cahriolcts to tliP 
most rioketty cart, painted eky blue, rumUIed and 
creaked &mH tbe «hrtll jargon mid /jafoiM of the 
fiu-mers and their jolly apouat«, Evcrythm;; wn» 
soaked ; and aa the women popped their white heads 
boyoiid tht' hood or toi^muHni; of the drenched 
cabriolet or cart, they thrust forth an apple-green or 
a blood-red cotton umbrella to protect the !«tjirch of 
the Sunday head-gear. Every man and woman^ ny, 
without cxceptioti^ carried a wicker basket. Every* 
body had brought something, and had jii«t ft UtUe 
dealing to do before going to maas. From another 
window of a\y roomv chamlier I oould we the ' 
crowtled niarket-pEoce in front of the church. The 
briskness of it is not in any way dulled by the steady 
doffii-pour. The lamp Bwin^ng across the street in 
the aneient Jkehion, upon ropes, is a little Id my 
way ; hut I can watch the greeting of th* counlryfolk 
and the townfolk. 1 plainly saw the Imtcber boy 
opposite «a1ute on both cheeks, fir«t tlie farmer in hla 
sca-grccn blonde, nnd then his buxom wife, aud aub- 
pequently two or tliree daughters; and, apparently 
lery much rcfreshetl by the operation, he pa4«ed gaily 
on bis VAy with his basket of veal. The nncven 
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roud. and pHTementfi quite as un^cu, aro gradually 
covered mth the gay colourH of ihe coantryfoDc. 
The bfikcrr ib doing a brave biuinesH in gahttSt arid 
the VvctSt cooka IKTG tmd^njf tiway ifcU laden vrilh 
new gathered vegetables, and tbo two little grecn- 
shuttercd tt^is ftrc filliaR and emptying incc»<nntly. 

Suddenly, in the mid^t of the throng, two or thnv 
robed priestB und cliuriMtcr boy»t Iit^udcd by the 
hearer of the cruci&Cj come shambling throagh the 
crowd foUovred by a square, open, ababhj black 
ItearBe, on which lies n child'* ooflin. One of tho 
priests is cardcsfily le^Ding upon the shaft agaiuat 
the bUck horse, and each priest holds a big cotton 
umbrella over him. The fuacral seGDie<l to be t% 
much am^ttor of busiiicas ais tho marketing; alhcit 
a ^w uncovered a« it paaaed. In spite of the rain, I 
ast enjoying this wet Sunday morning, aud sclcctirg 
a king of YvetAt X^ my likiiig among the old follows 
in cotton nightcaps, who at iatci-vaU passed under 
my \nndow. Ciirtitin 1 am Uiat 1 saw him — a lively, 
plump farmer, with some fifteen or twenty acres a 
few milea off oa one of the ricJi slope*, with fat 
pi>rk;;rs in hi* yurd^ and hams and nidva of bacon 
akmg up over his chimney corner^ and no stint of 
vtout, wheat bread, and a big iron pat slung over 
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tho wood fire, gurgling ever with a toothsome poU 
au-/cu, flavoured richly from tUe vegetalile gardeu*. 

Aiid 1 saw his JfauTieton, who had crowned him 
with his cotton uightx?ap — a muhogruiy-Tiftftged queea, 
with tLe low flat Noiinaii cap of these limeE, aiirf 
blue skirta unci apron tied hchiad, anil diH^jicr blue 
waMed 8tock.ia^B, and wooden «hoe»> the noiae of 
which wotdd kill soitig queens. Not one i&iS thftii 
four repAsts per day docs my king of Yretot make 
under the thatch of his palace, with lits dt>g crouch* 
icg at his chair for bodyguard, and las long-eared 
eliarf^cr browsing under his hedges. He ha« a dry 
throAt^ I gue^e, when I see liini louch the braaai 
handle of the httle ci^'^ door, atid prescntl)^ come 
out chuckling^ and pOAS hi& bloui^e-sleeve uoroa« bia 
stubbly chin. 1 have aeen his honoat f&cc caries 
tured iu tbt- »bop-window of a chmnwrr in the 
Pnssage Joutl'roy* I have ih|»ped my pen into hia 
abdomen^ his figure being turned frequently to mc- 
count as a design for nu inkst&nd. But 1 like him 
beat in the flesh, when he; comes to bis beloved 
capital with hie exquisite Ncriutui butter for the 
petit morche of Sunday, and, if he be in luck, drop 
into a »nirg corner of hia fi^f^j that Las neither gild- 
ing iior gewgaw about it, uid, planting his massive 
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hniids upon the hurt board, orden himeelf a plate of 
tripe & la mode de Caen, 

I had roTDfirked, od cntenng the Hotel dcs Vic- 
taarcs on Saturday &ight, that to the left of tht^ mniii 
entrance there wns an ancient kitchen of noble size, 
and ^at in it stood the cordon ileu of Yvet5tj a man 
of greasy coiiiitenance Tiiid well fed withul. I found 
thrtt hi« kitchen wa» a nch, sub^tautisJ oae> The 
rough country waiter was ol opinion that tripe a ta 
mode de Caen (or tripe Btewed in rich gravy, with 
plentiful carrots and onions) was, with a kidne> or 
two, aud solid proportluua of breml and bultcr, juat 
a nice light brcakfaat at nine o'ciock in tho moramg. 
Here I was planted at last, in a thorough Norman 
farmers' inn, a phiee of ^ubatuntuil roomif and aub- 
ataatial dishcH, and fair farmen^ [iricss. It being a 
wet morning, 1 could take a constitutional round iny 
room. There 'was a liberal air about the iibice, un- 
like tlie narrow room^ aiid graaping hill-makin;^ of 
the shabEjy littlo imitation of Pari^ hoti^ls at Ilavrc, 
Let Ike reader judge, A complete tea was 7^d,, the 
tripe a la mode dc Caen was 5d., and two cxquiEtltely*- 
cooked kidneys ^ /a brocftctU vcro iSJ. idao. There 
waa no attempt to impose upon the Klr-jiugcr for 
bougits and ntteadance^ albeit both were excellent. 
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I suppose the tourists wlU soon overflow into ihn 
quaint little tcwii of the wliiuisical history. Anomiii- 
bus atreftcly goes to meet tKe trains. It will bring back 
some dny a eoj^y of Pnris hotel prif^ps. Tlien^ I su|V 
poae, theete liuca of cjvrta uad rusty cabrioleto ttoA 
lickctty ^gs will be disniia^cd from the fannjard 
behiud the hotel, and a great m!U a manner will be 
thrown out, aad hung with red cotton curtains, and 
the Idiig of Yvet6t will be done ia every ima^nablc 
form. Biding this lime, the simple farm people and 
country tmdesmen of thifl cfirf lieu of the Seiute- 
Inf^ricure arc content with the most moderate ex- 
cit&mDnt. 

The local papr^r, IJAb&lU CauchoiBe, ]» at & Iom 
how to fill even itrt few little columns; so it falbi 
back on tht ptt»t, and devotes the greater part of it» 
apace to ^pftmitridfs, boing a list of notable evcnta in 
the fonner history of Yvctflt, arranged in clu"onolo- 
gical order. Amon^ tlieae are the ntiTuber of Ams^ 
tiern ill ihe ymr 1812, the election of njurjrt lie puix 
under the Restoration, and other equally memorable 
events. A really iiotabk point ts givm with un* 
tu^u|^ prolixity. On the 6th of November, 1803, 
Firj«t CODAid Booapano, accompfinicd by h\t wife, 
passed through Yvctdt. We have an account of 
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where tlie triumphal arch waa rabed, who went out 
to meet him, the fubomc speeches that were <le- 
livorcd to him, and hiB grocioUA rcplioa, how ho dis- 
played profound knowledge of every local industry 
eamplcs of which were submitted to him, and how 
when a hanqupt waa offered to him he accepted only 
biocuit. Still tht! ^phSncridr* cannot supply the 
id in the AbeiUe't giipiitg columtu^, aud the editor 
is apparently compelled to lay ooileetiojia of ooniui' 
dmtna under contrihutiou. A ioeal fart iit a prixc. 
The leading cfiie in the first Dumber of Uiiii journal 
tfaat came under my notice wob the aDnouneement 
that a pear from a tree in the Ruu dc I'Eglisc would 
be exhiliited to ihu public on the foUomng Sunday. 
It WM 44 ceiitiinolres high, 33 ociittmetrvs in cir- 
cumference, and weighed 920 grammes. This gigantic 
pear waa of the kind kno^ra as la Duchtsst. Hut tlie 
editor of the AbeUU Cauchohe had not the leatt 
hesitation, he aaya, in calling the splendid fruit in 
question a Princesse. 

One imiwrtaut aanouncement the Abcilk did con- 
tfiin, and that wot to the eficot that the acnotor 
prefect of the department had commanded the 
Couiifnl of Prudhoiumes to open an inquiry into the 
niean^ of promoting co-opemtion in the canton. 
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They who liavc luiythiug to say on this principle, or 
its application to the bcality, arc invited to ftddress 
their ob^rvatioiia to the Frudlhommes* The Imperial 
Government ift in earnest about the apphoation of the 
co-operative system, seeing in it, no doubl, a paUl- 
atirc of tlie evils of these dear timoa. It is in 
earnest also al>out the agricultural condition of the 
whole empire, and it will not he lung before the 
public vill be in posBeasion of Ml find valuable 
reports on the condition of French agriculture since 
the application of the law of the 16Lh June, 186L 
The EmpcroHe rccoiit vi^it to Brittany waa to osamine 
the model farm of the Priuccss Baciocehi at Kom-et- 
Houet. Already tifty departments have dccliircd 
their intention of sending in a returu of their ftgn- 
coltural condition to the Govermneut. Frcnchtueu 
are becoming alive to the f^ct that three-fourtha of 
the soil ia insufBciently manured and badly culti- 
vated; timt Fmn(?e is surroundLd with tountrir.* the 
a^rictdture of whidi U Mipcrior to hers, and that it 
rests only with herself to export great quantities of 
food, as well aa her incomparable art and other 
maimfactures. The suecGiiieii of the Credit I'oucier 
and the Credit Agricole liavc bucu great, and have 
done flomething towards relieving the land &om the 



witOt. 



209 



grip cf the usiirer, aad towards puttiijg tlic caf^ital m 

the reach of the furmer iLt a low nttc of interest. 

But the condition of the ii|;Tu:ulttLri»t ia still veiy 

bud ; and is in need of hclp^ ikud the new^ loug- 

|>rOTmKC(t Rur&l Code,* 

The ('rtjdit Foucicr ia an inatitution of recent date 

in France ; hot it is one, the operations of whu^ii liavc 

iacrt^aHifd with e^ttraurdiuary rapidity. A Gorcm- 

mcut inquiry, iniititated iu the Council irf State in 

the year 1850, ended in tke establishment of the fact 

th&t the regular ooat of money raiaed on mortf^e on 

land wan 8 per ceitt. They ftjuud, alao, that the 

• M. ViTZtry. in answer to a queetiou put to tho Oorcfn- 
mont by tke St^nnto (Ftbruary, 1B67I. pxplaiut'd Uint n 
*'thonflftnd lUiforcaeoD diflleuUiea" bw'l inij'K'dpil iKe wort of 
the Council of SUtc- Th« new HumI Code in diridad Into 
three books. Xto firat book treata of tko lawa ull'octm^ the 
land ; the eeconO bix>k of the kwi which i^vern tUc ubl* and 
diflTribution of water- puw*?r, irrigaliuu, &c. ; and th? third 
book di?scritiea iLo roj^ulattons of tho rural polioo. Accardiiig 
to tbo Pre«idvul of thp Miuintry of Statu, tht* rv^ulatioa of 
watop-cooraofl emi sLrooma is aurroucJod with *o many doU- 
cate f[ueHtLOUfi« iintl 'has broiighi iclo p]ny «OTUJiriy oonl^QiiiDg 
mt^rosta, that it bua he^n impi>affibla lo pri>eepd quiokly vith 
tho corlo tliflt u in fitinUy regulnir* l^h^iiii' In nht^rrt, the 
Ooverumi^Tit in waiting for the rmult nf thi? a^culturftl 
mquiry now ia proerosB, to put ilio tinishinc Joucht^s to tho 
nev Hural Cod^ It has he^a arf^uj, tlial thii cod« ahould 
be issuod book bj book, u the ^roat Codo Ifapol^ofk wa». 
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reyij*icrca niortga^ca amounted to 660,000^000 
sterling. After deducting closed mortgageA^ Scc.j 
th^ found there were move tlum 320,000,000 
sterling of moitpagea paying an intcxcst aunually of 
more than 25 u^illiona And a Kalf »tcrliug. Such R 
vtntti of things could not be permitted to last. It 
threat^ni?d tr> destroy French Agriculture, under the 
tiiuiub of the U4urer< The Civdil Foucier was insti- 
tuted by a decree, dated the 28th of February, 1852- 
Uuder this decree, aaaociations have been estahliahed 
for leading money at ri^aaon^ble tntere&t, £ot the 
e:itinctiou of the old usurious nior^ages* 

The Credit Foocier aystem, while it oflerft complete 
security to the Icudur or investor, ^vea every reasou- 
©hlc advantngo and facility to the borrower, and at a 
fair rate of interoat. Now, these societies under the 
Cr<jdit Foncier system, c;tn emit shares or dcbeutur^ 
only to tho extent of the loans whieh they make. 
Tliis restriction n a ^arantee to the bolder of ftudi 
debentures, that he possessea in them a complete and 
inconvertihle aeeurity. The property on which their 
iralue is secured, mnsl he &t least worth twJC6 the 
extent of the mortgage on it< TItc property mort^ 
gaged under the Crvdit Fonder is beforehand retieve<l 
of every other liability. If default is made of the 
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payment of the interest on the mortg:age, the property 
may be immediately sequestrated, and even rapidly 
sold at a very dight coat. So tlio capitalist is wcJl 
secured. 

The landowners, whether large or small, find a 
^eat saving and fldvantago in having rermirae to the 
Credit PoncicFj when it is ncccafiary for tht-Ta to oon- 
tract a loan. The legal interest on a mortgage i« 4^ 
per cent. The preliminary expense, and that of the 
redemptifjn of the loaTi> raise the total interest to 6 
per oeut. per aiuium> b^ng S per cent, Icsa thau was 
before exacted trom them. J}nt this U not &JI. The 
borrower is not compelled to return the loan at all. 
Ail he is bound to do is to piy the iutereat with 
regularity, aud^ at the expiration uf forty years, the 
mortgage is cancelleil and the borrower's property is 
free. Thus the mortgages now in force, which are 
estimated at 320,000,000 sterling, under the Credit 
Foneitrr ftysteniwill die at the atpiratiou of their forty 
years. The land hfis been relieved by this system to 
the citent of 4,000,000 sterling annually. 

While tho Government has boon endeavouring in 
this way to lighten the burdimi! of the land, luid to 
put capital within tlie farmer's reach at a low rate of 
interest, & system of irrigation hojf been pnshed for- 
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ward of Utc, in the ccatrai and southern ciepartmccts 
of France especially. La»t ye&r 101 CEUida, that 
would irrigate and water 222^000 lieotar^a of land^ 
were plauued out. Faurteeii decrees were published, 
making over for cultivation 18,350 hectares of tc- 
da-inied laTid ; but the works phnned litiit year were 
to the cxtout of three uiillJouB aud a half sterling, and 
it was estimated tliat this outlay would improve and 
bring uiidcr cultivation land to the value of more 
than 13,000,000 sterliiig. Then draining of land is 
proceeding alowly under the law of 1658, by vhich 
the Govemmeut makea advances of money at reduced 
intereatB to farmers for thi& purpose. Prom 1858 to 
tlie beginning of 186-1, only forty-four applicatiooB 
for loans liad been giuuted, the entire sum disborsed 
being £33^280 for tlie drainage of 3,793 hectares of 
land' Last year only six loans were made, the sum 
granted being £!^,844 for the drainage of 375 
hectare**, M. Maurice Block uiaintaiiih that if the 
Government methcd for the eiicouragenLcnt of dmin- 
age by the ^aut of loans on easy terms are little 
used, at Any rato the gntaitoua aerricoa of Govera* 
ment cngineurs arc eagerly put into requisition, 
La^t year they superintended the draiuage of 5>500 
hectares. Oa tlie 1st of January, 1864, the total 
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Dumber of hectares drairied was about 161,000. The 
cost per hectare was £2 lOs., and the gain on each 
hectare was a little over £30, so that while the entire 
eipGuditure liwl bocn £1,440,000, the value gained in 
kud hud been £^,1110,000. lu the Laiudcs of 0^- 
couy the reclairaing of waste land has been pursued 
with activity. Forty-sis thoaaand hectares have been 
completely redaituGd, and 227,000 hectares are under 
treatment. The population of the Luudes have l>eeu 
grateful for the iaterfcrence and the help of Govern* 
ment, and have in every caee done their utmost to 
promote the worlcs wliich arc destined to convert 
their flat and profitless wilderness of bog and rank 
verdure into fruitful fields and fine plantations. 

We must not wonder that drainage makes slow 
progrcaa in thl-* country ; and that the Council of 
State have found it difficult to frame a code of l&w« 
on the subject. Imagine a system of drainage that 
shall liave to pasa through 30 or 40 little parcels of 
land, oach parcel owned by one of these aoniewhat 
benighted cultivators of the lower Seine, who are 
chattering here at Yvetflt, in the heavy rain, ondcr 
the windows of the Hotel des Victoiree. Tlie law 
compels one to yicJd to tLe ether^ the ]i;wcr laud to 
drain the higher; bnt the bickerings, the impedi- 
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mente to be got over ia such a caee, muat greatly 
retard the wide application of draiuage to tlie aoil. . 
The incoiitestahle superiority of TFall-dnUDed over 
badly-drained land will be an overwiidmuig argil* 
tnont iu tlio end, even to tko moat pig-lieaded and 
uu^iable little landowner j but far a moment he u 
an obstacle in tlie way; he hatea anything new; he 
deteaU an improvement astb^ Parisian pauper rejects 
browiL bread and the Scotchujau icaUies eela^ and 
as the starving irishman in famiue time, apomed 
Indian com. You see tliat the French Oovemment 
— having, when the improTemeut of agriculture is in 
qneutiou, to deal with an euonnuus body of petty, 
prejudicial, ignorant lauded proprietors — can mate a 
change for their good only at a smdrs pace- The 
scholars ara wilful and auapioions of the prcfcsBor. 
They at once aaaume tbat he has come to get aome- 
thing out of them ; not for a moment that he seeks 
their good. This etuKpicir^n and diMbehef in a high 
ajid good motive \% a strong barrier, wMch turon many 
an earnest well-wisher of his poorer and less educated 
neighbours away from tlicm in disj^urt* It exi«t» to 
ail extraorduiary exteut among the rural, ay, and 
among tlie town pi^pulatioiis of ^urmaudy. The dis' 
incUuation to uQbrd a stranger any inJbrniatioQ on 
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trade or produce m nniveraaJ. Ask a qiicstioQ of ft 
Korman, and be ia on hia guard at once. He philCH 
^phises, I apjircLend, iu this way — "In the fiiat 
place, what am I to get by imsweidng the quciation ? 
Can anytliiiig accrue out of it to my boucfitj or tiot ? 
Ill the second place, whiit ib the stranger's motirc for 
patting tliis t^ueatipn to me~what docs he propose to 
do for KiB own gain with my reply? In the third 
place, eeeUig no advant&ge to myw-'lf, and not the 
least reason why 1^ who am apparently to get nothing^ 
ehould serve the stran^r, I hIiiJI decide to know 
notMng whatever about the aubject on which he is 
eeekiiig infonnittion from mc," 

I remember tliat irben I tirat hc^an to make some 
inqtiiries aliout the produce and the exports of Nor* 
maudy^ I oddrceecd niyftolf to an EngUslmim iu tho 
pay of her Majesty, who was rccoramcndRcl to nfTord 
me all the information within hia eompoaa. Ue had 
lived very many years of ofHoiaJ life in Normandy, and 
had hccu, Xiooordlng to my uiformation, oagaged in 
finndry protracted commercial transactions among 
the knowing Normaus. 1 explnined the objects of 
my miaaicm, and waJteil for a fi'^w indtcAtioiiM of tha 
miuuicr in which I ahould act to work. But the 
oracle was dumb. 1 led up to my [iomU from a fresh 
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(Hrcction, uid etill I ^t only & word or tva. Tbi* 
industry was not doing mnch. Monsieur un tel, 
coold tell me about the other point. The people 
round about wer& a poor set. 

He knew iiotlung about the oyster fishery. Uc 
didn't remember, he couldn't say, he bud not the 
laa,st idea; and then shaking hands, he was sure he 
ehould be delighted to afford me any farther infor* 
mation. He had caught the Norman caution. Ask 
how many herrings go to the measure^ wtint is Uieir 
averiigp price, stroll romid an oyster ^orc and &eekto 
Icuow when the young oystera are put there, bow 
their beds are laid, and the time they take greening 
and growing to perfection, and you will find what & 
tftlent t}ie*e Nnrmima have for evasion. Why should 
I want to know the age of the perfect oy»tcr, or the 
mystery of his greening? It is my buftineaa to eat 
him when duly greened and ^n^xjwn, and to order a 
bottle of the dearest Chablis in honour of his culture 
in the restaurant, on the borders of the jjarc. 

Full as cautious, as reticent, rs suspieiou«, is the 
Norman farmer or farm-labourer, I addressed a 
gardener &X NenviDo on the whereabouts of the Cftmp 
de Cwsar, or the Clt^ de Limes. I could get no in* 
telligible amwer from him. He stood pcnriv^y 
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Hfling l>i» cotton ntglit-CRp (a pruice «f the royal 
house of Yvetflt, no doubt}, and then said,— 

"Camp (ie Cscsar ! There's Pitys, but it isn't 
that, is it? and tlierc's (pointing toanothsr direction) 
Neuville — 'tisn't tliat, Neuville isn't the Camp dc 
Csesar, is it? Tlien there's St. Martin I'Eglise; it 
canH be that* Don't know," he added, giving it op, 
and oaauring me there was no offence in ray having 
asked my way. Tins poor fellow was civil enough^ 
and bad no idea lurking in hta uiind tliat I wished tri 
get the better of him in a^ikin^ ray way to the Camp 
of Casar. But he had the indirectness of reply of 
his jDcyjf. Tlie nearest approach to an answer he 
conld re.Ekch waK that the little battling villsge of 
Ptiya was nnt the ancient Cit^ de limea. 

So, when I ai^ked the waiter at ihe Hot^l dea 
Victoirca whether there was anything to be seen at 
Yvet&t, he fra/ed somewhat vacantly in the air, and 
could not, albeit he was probably born and bred 
there, diacovtr any tlu ng uf interest la it. I think he 
was lost in speuulution on the advantage 1 bad come 
to get out of his native place. 
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CHAPTER VIII, 



cHRiirru&a-riuB in norhandy and sirsasz. 



TuE rapidity vith which an internntional trafle in 
vnricH^a of food is extending itself tlirougliout 
Euiupe ib surely a fact gf happy oidcii. Vari^imis 
will have salad all the vcar round. This winter it 
16 plentiful ill Paris, It is to be seen in the infeiior 
cook-^opB. This frefih healtbjr food cornea from the 
^niitb of France, from Spain, and Algeria. The 
ParitSanB, we are told, cat salad annually to ttic 
value of ,&tO,()fM), Immense qiantities of poultry 
reach Paris by railway from Walla<^hia, Of courac, 
the ffourmeU will not admit for a moment that these 
strange 'Wallachian intruders can vie in flavour or 
tcnderneHa with the capons of In lircese, or the 
diickons of Man5 or Normandy. People have il 
natural preference for native produce. But the trade 
will go ou and will extend. It is absolutely necea- 
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«ai7 in the pre&eat cijiidition v( tbe Paris markut, tot 
new stmrces of supply are urgently ^cmiiiKled by 
London liouacholderft, who Lave to pay tlie actual 
market price of poultry. Tho French hsive alwnys 
been great cotisutoers of poultry. They maintain 
that no birds in the world eqnul tbcira. The}' look 
down upon our Dorkings. They spurn the hnlky 
CochiUf ftnd point to their own crcvtcteursy and to 
their Bredsnnnes, Mans^ and ifitrbczi^ux poultry- 
yards. They hold tbnt thej }mve for many years 
been doing for tbe bretf^d of their ponltry of all 
dcscriplxona thftt which wc Lave been doing for our 
osen, shcrt:p, and pigs, Tbr}' go so far as to recom- 
mend us not to be scouring distant cornOTH of the 
world for new birdu, but to import their bost races 
and adopt their inaaner of rearing and fattening 
them for the market. French writers on those sub- 
ject*, liowever, generally wTite with much knowledge 
of their own products, agricultural wid Atiimalj but 
with little knowledge of ours. Tliej will roundly 
asBert that Paris raeat is better than Loudon meat, 
while every Englishman wlio has resided in Paris 
returns home only to tay that he has not known 
what fine meat meaii» Hinee Ue left England. Tlio 
FrencbmaUj in his patriotic anxiety to give hia own 
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oouDtry the best of the comparison, elaborates a 
misleading but tellmg plirnae \vhere lie fiiids a weak 
point. I find thia B^nteiice in a comparative account 
of the food atocks of Loudou and Paris: — "A» for 
fish, the two capitaU have the same fisbiiig-groimd, 
via,, tlie Channel/' Now, this is ohvioualy meant to 
[goA the reai^er to the c^induaion that the innsn of the 
Faruiiau popuUtiuu — that ia, tlie jjourt^r workiii^ 
claft^t — are as plentifully supplied wilh fish aa the 
poorer claa»ee of Jjondon. Yet nothing toiild be 
^Isor than such an impreesion. In London, Sail 
aljouiiJs ill all ibe poorer aei^hhuurhuiHls, ht the 
grmt comfort and cheapest Busteiiiiticc of the poor. 
Whereaa, in Paris, Hah is a veritable luxury, and you 
never flee vnat quantitioa of it for salo in ouy dircO' 
tion ; certainly not upon hawkers' barrows, or piled 
up in ahop windows iu the Liimble tn^ighboiu-haods. 
On the sanke authority Kri^nchmen &Tti as>iiireil that 
lujwliere arc oyAlers ao abundant aa in Paris. Wc 
may take these little distortions as expressions of an 
arniubtt.^ national prejttdice. Do we not look down 
on tboso Toulouse geeae of onr markets, aud yet do 
wo not continue to import them, and to wavte upun 
thi^ir French ribn the ricb aroma of Diitish sa^e and 
onions? M. Oclavcr^ic suy» that these aatuc Lan* 
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picdoc gcefic are the finest thut ore ever seen in 
Giig:lBJid. H&s M. Delaver^e aeen fa!r samples of 
the English goose? At any rate, he will uot deny 
tbat the French gounn^t imiMtrte hm {iLoaattiitH tVom 
EDg:Iaa(l and hia ^ouse from Scotland. 

WJiere M, IIussou and otliera have compared the 
food of the population of London with that of th*- 
popuktion of Paris, they have come — 1 have no 
doubt justly — to the conclusion that the Faruian is 
n much better fed animal than the Cocknpy. The 
average Pariaion is far better off than the Average 
Londoner. A notable proportion of the ptfpulution 
is in the civil or military service of the Crown, 
Again, fhp chief hiiHines? ef ParU is to proride 
loxary atid pleasure for successive tides of rich 
strangers. There are no centres like docks, which 
attract from afar the nnfortunate of all elaBses. So, 
I repeat, tlic averaj^c Parisian ia much better off 
than the average Cockney; and I ilare say M. Jules 
Vin^ard is not extravagant in ealimating the con- 
sumption of poultry in the gn^at city of hixury at 
the rate of 201b. per inhabitant for the year 1864. 
He makes out that the conauinptiou of tliijf luxury 
has been of late ye^us f^rcatly on the increase j that, 
in short, it has aimoat doubled since the vear ]8()4, 
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M, ViD^&rd bcjD^, or haviBg boDi3« a working niui 
Ikimself, does not deduce (rota his fi^nre^ the de- 
ligttful CQHotiiGiODB to whioli otlier writers Have not 
scrupled to jun^p without troubling themselves about 
iacts. He does uot any that the Pariaimi populace 
eat better meat, hettcr br^ad, and of agreiLtLr variety 
of dishes than Any other populncc oii the face of the 
globe. A greater variety of dUbea tJie Parisian im- 
doubtcdlj has. 

May not tlie «trjiiiger fts well as the Pnrtaiati 
]}otnkc h]oi«c)f to the llaU of the Thousand Columue, 
and there banquet on ibiev piatSf to say nothitjg of a 
soup and a httn d'o'uvre nud a des«ert? The dishes 
shall incindc caHnary nuhtlcties, and he nhall not be 
dented poullryj oud yet he shall pay only 1*- 8d. 
Nay, these three pfals and the etceteras are to be 
had elsewhere for a shilling. In the linmhiest 
rcatauraot you will iiud nlmoat the: same ctrric as in 
the moBi pretentious. Fowls are every where to begin 
with. They lie in blistered rows in every roti^fri'ur*:/ 
wimlow. Sorry birds are they, save in thr rich 
neighbourhoods- 1 am quite aiire that no Nomian 
f»nner would own them, albeit I have seen some fair 
examples of what a French fowl may be reduced to 
before it ift cooked, even bi thhi fat province. No, 
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the Pariaiaii <lue» not eat tlic best bread, mcttl, kc, 
ill the world, but he has tbe grnatCBt variety of food, 
Mia pidntc 19 more liberal thni\ that of the fiDglisb 
workiug man, who, as a purveyor to ii\e cheap 
iliimere to the worloQ^ claasea of London tokl me 
not long »moe, will not eat hnsU or fripassee. 

The PrL'ndiman ie retidy fur any variety of fo'»d ; 
an^ con acq uci illy cjiii buy to much bettei' advantage 
than the London workman, whose range is limited 
to balf-a-doKcn articlesf wliich mtiy be all dear at the 
aauie tinie. 

The difference never struck me more thun whcii, 
about a fortni^^ht sitice, I pi(;ked up in the shop- 
wiudosv of II Xorui^LU murkot town the manual of 
La Bonne Cuimie for the year 1866. Xt is a rough 
little manueJj with a coarsely-coloured wrapper, and 
ilecorated with a row of copper saucepans, upoci 
which the Dame is printed — a kuife-and-furk alma- 
iiack. It is sold for 5d., and is meant to he, and bj 
spread about the little towu-ships luid villages. I 
expected to find in it dirertious for o:oocl (ilain French 
cookery. It opeaa with au aciiouut of forty-seven 
soups, with tlie fumouit pot au ftu as a matter of 
coar»e ai the head gf tlicm. OvtT tlie beloved pot 
au /tilt the alukaiiaQk-writeJr dwells with a lovin^f 
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h&iid. The natioiLal dish is to be reverenUy watcled, 
aud at tLe right moment — not a second tDo early nor 
ft eecond too Late — should an onion, plugged with 
jufit oue dore, be cast into the murmuring cntiMroD. 
There are dozcna of vegetables and herbs mentioned 
in this hoineiy txiokery-book as in coTninou tiae, of 
which English cooks hare never even henrd, as 
scorzoncra, skiiTetj rampions^ gourd, salBiiy, &c. 
Lesa variety thatt 14 in this humble cookery <book 
would n<it satisfy the most ukodcrate French house* 
wife. Each month 1a ushered iu with a fev unctu- 
ous plira^es on its yield to the table luiories of man- 
kind. Thus the presiding ffourtnet announces that^ 
in Pcbrufvryj railway trains and tho diligoncce are 
^rgcd with tniliBed turkeys, po(e de fok ^riw, ier- 
Hms, mill dolicucies iu the flavour of which Stras- 
bourg, Troyes, Lyons, Cahors, and Perignnl strive 
to outrival one another. "The truiOea txbalc their 
aroma from P^rigord to Paris aa ihe jours ^as 
approach; the plory of poultry is at its height; 
fowltc nixd cayoikSf and gee^ie and duok^i are as abun- 
ilant iw they are eagerly sougiil nIttT." Then we are 
told that March is the mouth when fish arc in their 
fflory, and when ttie p^reen aiid vhite oy»ter» of 
Dieppe, of CDurseullea, and Cancali? make their 
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triumpliftnt »p])ecLraiiGc in the halles. Muy opeiw 
tbe door to mackerel aud to all He&-fiith, to green 
peasj and to those "amiable young pigeoni/' Of 
July we arc told " the excellent delicacy of Ponioise 
veal animates this month/' The orange-hlossoms 
are full also, and it is the moment to lav in a supply 
of them, la Augiiatj bonnv chtiirc hiiij|riiiHUf?tli — 
rmii must faiu discount the products of winter, and 
eat the leverets and yoniag rabbitK^ even the young 
doves. Veritable iiifaDtiei<les, criefi tbe ffourmti, 
while he picks the bonca. September i& the time 
for laying in a store of eggs. Those wbich have 
been laid between the two Nfltre-Dames — that is 
bptwcen tbe iith nf August tixid thi* ftth of Sep- 
tember—keep better than thoac Laid At any other 
time; at least, so the countty idea has been taught 
hereabouts. With October, the spirits of the f/ourmet 
revive. Poultry and game crowd hi** table. "Tb* 
OJL baa pA8Htjd cbe ttumnierfaUeuIn^ hinuelf; mutton 
i» more succulent: viJil, ^^» delicate tlian in tbe 
spring, as nevertheless not to bo despiacd. The 
pouiL'^runute^ arrive iii PaHtt." 

And then comes December with its rich store of 
fowl and beast; ita capons, turkcy», plovera; itft 
geeae and ducks ; ita vctusoD, wild boar, Icid and fawn 
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■^^ month of plenty bere, aa on the BhtislL aide of 
the Cbannel 

"Now/' ffourmett slylj- eiiggestj " is the best tiro« 
to get people to send joti some of the famous pie# of 
Straahoupg, of Toulouae, of Amien»j of CliHrtres, of 
Perigonl, or of Abberille; or say some of the /er- 
rirics ^f N^ac ; or, ag^u.i riny of the delicate rAnr- 
cuterk of Ilalj, Lyona^ Troyes, the Toiirame, or of 
Provence ; a tamper of SpaniBh jambo^ntaus, and 
some of thoHe ^Kpmitel^ prepared cuuses d'oie." 

An air <>f plnnty^ ta put on towarda t!ie cloae of the 
year in & hearty way among these good-cheer loving 
Normans, a^ it is put on iu our happier country dis- 
trictn. Oiily the nmniier is different. The cheer is 
ueitbcT 8o iTioiiotonoufi nor so heavy. Tlic festival 
time is tlie New Year, not Chrietmaa Day. The cider 
making bos heeii happily terminated, 1 abould say to 
the very great comfort and Batia^tioDofa]) aeaBilivc 
noses. I should atrongly recommend any reader 
who haft not ahitled in a Norman house while the 
sh€d» of apples were hezng turned into casks of cider, 
to refrain froui giving htmnclfthuti^xpcrioiice* Tlierc 
arc people who cannot bear the odour of a few apides 
accidentally left in a room. Let Uicso sensitive 
creatrjres iioagine a hcunc saturated with tlie ihnrp 
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acid oclonr of wliole vaU of chopped applt:t<, Thero ia 
no oscape for it in the attics; nay, it travels tlowu 
tbe street. Then there are the thuds of the apple- 
musliiug pix>ci;ss: the uicetsaEuiC roUing of the tubf^; 
the cooper's hammer at work, tapping frora looniiiiR 
till night. But in n Norman house somcthijig for tlit^ 
benefit of the family stoinach «eeni» to be etcrnnlly in 
progress. The ciiler ia linrJIy ilJtfptiE4t»l of wh«D n 
measure or two of fish arc taken in hand. T1;<: 
bitsiuees now i& to pickle a ^reat stofe of thcm« ilnly 
ftpicefL, for Lent. Fruits have been already iitored in 
the dry loft ; a portly basket of Neufehfttc-l eht-ebt^K 
huB been depositGd in the i^tore closet: everything, in 
short, is in vnatly liberal quaniitiea, and a perpetual 
hospitality scema to be di«pcn»cd. Ln a Iidiirc m 
Normandy, in which I have lived, even the poetman 
would be refreshed with a petit verrt or Homc cnJer. 
He ia a herirty fellow, the Norman, and wc feel h*>w 
much cloBcr be i» to us th^ui any other X^VcucU- 
man. My landlord's country friends^ in their mnrkt-t 
blouftcs, and with ba^ikcts or what not iu their hhuiU, 
wer* peri>etually cadliiig upou him. I!e hud ever in 
\iih larder some plump prescuti^ frotu ibL-se friends' 
|H>u]try-yurdt<. 

The contrast between a Sussex seaside town, pre- 
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[lariTig to colebrfttc Cliristmaa, nnd a Norraan coftAt 
Lovni, getliiig ready for Kew Year'a Day, ib cxtra- 
yrtiinary iudeod, xrhen we remember the four hours 
and a kair aea JDumey which separates them. In the 
EuflUh town, the grocer half fiUa his wiD(l>w witJi 
hedii uf plums and currauta, luid gamifJiua it witb 
candied fruits and a fev ban of ciUDanioa, EJome 
cpeu drums of figs, a few oraii^e^, some tufls of holly, 
mid artfully disponed emhlazoucd bottler of liritish 
wiudAj complete Im attractioub. He may, (lerha^s, 
def^r so far to juvenile taste as to cihibit some boit^ 
of Christmas candlea. The grceu^ocer next door 
puta forth, \a oatoniahing quautitiea, hia npctrt and 
rarest fruits, and displaja a gigantic branch of holly, 
together with an int-xhunatible store of mistletoe, 
Thwt there la the hotelier. His entire shop*&ont ia 
loaded with meat. These three tradeauien n:prc!Wijt 
Chruitiua!^ to ihe general British mind (with the 
publican). And when Cliristmas Day comeit, the 
beef and the puddirg arc duly eaten (in SuniUy 
clothen), the beer and grog arc dul^ eoustimud. But, 
before and after this, the ceremony and sole pleasure 
of the day, there are dismal blanks of yawning idlo- 
ne^. You sow groups of men aU over the towu in 
ibcir new white or gi-ceu smockfrucks, standing 
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griping and yuwning, and utterly unable to inrcut 
auy better mode of passiug the time thaa thai of 
oCGa&ionally anat<:hmj^ their hemls. The rattiu rert, 
it may be, ia enjoymetit enough. But^ to the pnnsiing 
obaerver, there is Eiotbiiig much mgre depressing 
than the nppeariiuee of au Eii^lisU vili^e or qiiiel 
seaport town on a CIimtiufM Day. 

WUeo n FreuchiDati — he lie Norman, or Breton, 
or Aiiverguat — ^vea biratfelf^ or ia given, a lioliday, 
he doQs not^tand about witbhis haitds in his pocketj 
leaning aga-in^t n wnlh Whi^ii the hohday ist a 
Qdtioiial one he has in hia degree the enjoymr^uta of 
the rich. Jmt nov the vcukter fairs urc hohling iii 
the various Norman towns. Kouea fiaa hceu holding; 
oil hi!r fiiiti^r boulcYanli* that woiulcrfnl fuir nf !ier*j 
which sceras to be a mile or two iu Irngtb. Ai 
these fairs the coutitry people, as well as the poorci 
townsfolk, provide themsehes with all thc-ir little 
ueeessariifs and orna.meaiB. There is a prodigious 
Bale of showv false jeweJlcry^ of Sunda._v CMps, uf 
cheap -IbcCj of fiincy haaket^^ of toys (most of which 
are fiir aiiijerior to oura), of cheap clocks, atatiorcry, 
caps, b^ouBi^a, common chipu, lauipe, and linen. 
Then there are the great gambling stallw for ginger- 
bread, crockery oi-nameuta» &c.; where the count:; 
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IjumjikiiLs i^tand opeu-muuthcd, and ri^k m>u After 
«>u, in tiie ho|)C of a fftos lot. There are always one 
or two gcn>d ct>iifccti oner's stalls, wliere a wonderful 
variety of elegant ns well &s common ev^celtueatft 
are olfered for sale. The mast refined of these will 
not aatoDieli the commonest fi»hermau; and hU 
taiLe is not too coarse for the delicate gavfrts thttt 
are ever cooking at the open-air oven in front of the 
fair. At this fair the people provide themselves 
with the ttrtnnes wliich they are bound to difttrihute 
on New Year's Day. Tliere is a gaiety, a holiday 
look all over the town. tVopte go about not with 
tliat Qonatrained, t'ormal look which it ia &aid tlie 
EngU«hntan always wears when he is made up for a 
hoUday, but bm free merry-makers. 

On New Year's Day everybtidj will he abfuad 
early in hohday attire. None will be found lounging 
a^in^t a post or a wall. 'Xhe poor as woll as the 
rich will make ealU and interehange gruciouei courtef< 
3ic». TIlc whule towit, iudeed, will have u hitppy 
sparkling look, and will be ^y with flags; and the 
people will meet in the evening and hn^e joyous 
daiLoeti together- It is not onjj so much oatitig and 
driakiiig in the middle of the day — a due cojisump- 
tion of bcc'f and pudding and then an end of the 
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feast. In all tlie rillageft there will be merry danoeti 
enough in tlie grenl rooro of tlie country imij or if 
that he too small, in a uonvenient barn. There vill 
be cheery talk tind gaTD&«, aud laughter throughi>ut 
the day. nnd Iherc^ will be fair feasting. Tht shojj 
windows will be crowde^i with vouderful tiamplcB of 
ihe coil fec*ti oner's art — aitli satin bngs of aweetinr^tw 
and f^cat bAtons of the flu;;ur for which Houcn ia »n 
oelehmted. The bookseller will make a gi^eat display 
of ^orgi^ous covers of gilb book», aud the people in 
th« early day will promenade the utreett in crowds, 
laughia^, and chatting, and ^Teetiug; one suiotlier. 
The little ^UKie\ sea-|jort town will eat hiid -sleep 
throu_i,di Christians day, and through New Ycar'a 
day; the little Normjin seaport will lau^b aud datioe 
and makv merry. 
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The food exbilitioiifl wiUi vhitrh Engl»iul uiid 
France elose the year f^iipreAa to flome extent the 
respecUve clianiclers of the two races. lu Eiigliiiid, 
we have the Smitbticltl Club Cattle Show, where 
prize betf aud mutton are fluhinitted lo the admiring; 
gase of Englisbmeu, France shows her fiit cnttle 
at Poissy, in Caraival time. This year Ihere vra* a 
great show of Charolais oxen and croaB-hrecds at 
Nevers. In Paris thexe is the great e&hibition of 
poultry of all doseriptioiis, and of cheeses, lu this 
eiUibitioQ Norniaudy, it need hardly be observedj 
niake« a ^at figure, contributing a liberal share, as 
flhc does, to the N(?w Year dinners of Paris. But 
Pons caanot bo applied with bird» by any ODt 
province. Ker capons and tat chickonu come chicfiy 
from the Sarthc aud the Calvados. TouIoum^, le 
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M&HB, Mortagncj and St^n^bou^g send !jer gceae. 
Her pigeons ate from the Oiac, the Somme, the Vm 
de CflUU, ftnd the Nord. Her ducks nrc from the 
Loire Inf^rieurc, the Sni^the^ Seine d Oieie, the 
Indres et Loiie, the Eiire, and the Loiret, A large 
pro|H>rtion uf her turkeys is from the Cher, the 
Aulk?, the Iridrea et Lotrp, th<? Loirct, and ihr SHi^r 
et Mariie, and six or sereo deptxrtmeDtn rear And fat- 
ten fowls for her. At the exhibition of la*t Christ- 
maa were Botien ducks, fine Korniati foi;vU, delieate 
Neufch&tel eheeKe», pitttnl ngaJnst the poultry and. 
the clieese^ of other de[]artiticutb of France. 

A word or two heforehaud on the manner in which 
poultry reaches the Pans consumer. Before the 
yenx 1848 all poultry and gjimc passed through the 
market ef La Vullde, where they were subjected to 
an ad valorem duty of 10 per cent. In thiu year, 
}iowever, a aew decree, while it maintained the old 
duly ou all bii'ds brought iuto the mcvrhet, rniptcd o 
differential duly on all birds sent direct to the con- 
sumer or the retailer. This tax amonuted to 15 por 
on geeaer turlci\vs, avid rnhhita j nnd it wbb 
applied, morcorerj to lamb aitd X.id. Other deacnp* 
tioas of game or poultry wei-e »ul)jected I*) a tax of 
30 per cent, on their value. The dty tax on poultry 
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and gome utonc, &om Jt$4U to m^O, readied ncarlj 
one millioQ sterling. Wv arc told that not more 
than l-20tK part of the poultry mid ^amt^ »(Jut to 
F&ritf J8 sent by producem. It !» forwardcsd by 
wlioleaale buyera. There are eight legalised poultry 
salcsmeD, who are appointed by tlie Prcfccttire of 
PciHcG. It is they wIjo have thu privdogo of eon- 
ducting all sales, aud thej have llic right of levying 
n duty of 1 per cent, en all saica, It appears they 
have other rights — to empty caaee, &e. In short, 
one of these poeta u worth JC600 aycar. The roader 
may easily imagiae that when the protit of the 
country wholeaal(? dealer, the city tax, the desman's 
ta>:, and ibe profit of the retail deui«r luive been 
duly paid upon u pair uf fuwb, their price hi« hceu 
cuusidcrably increased aiuce they left the farmyanl. 
Ill the case of a turkey, add trufflea to the newt, 
aiKl paynicut for the skill of Potci and Chabot, and 
a purehiiser must be prepared to open his purse wide 
sa it will stretch. Laat year Pari» cotiJtumed nearly 
14,000,000 heads of poultry and game, even loaded 
aa eveiy head wn« nith taxes aud profits. If poultry 
can be reared on a ^eat scale at a tnarkctable price 
for ail encumbered market like that of La Vidleu^ in 
the north and norlh-wo*t of France, sui'ety tbeee 
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good Nonnanfi and trave mcii of Piear^y could ^row 
poultry far the British market witli great profit to 
thorascivca and advaTitogc ta us I 

BofortJ mnlkiTig the round of the stalls where the 
produce of l-'rench and foreign dairies and French 
poultry-yards were dnintily aftt out, J will take a 
geiierjd view of the extent of this intcrestiug exhibi- 
tion. It is especially interesting to Enghshmcn, 
includiug aa it does, many breeds of poultry of whicJi 
hfihflu Mcarccly ever benrd, and very many vnrietie* 
uf cheese wliifjh have never found their way into the 
Knglibh market. In this great show Normandy w 
not confounded with otlicr provinces. Here will be 
found sixteen lot* or groupa of Nonnaii poultry, to 
flay nothing of the fapioua clieeaes of Neufchatel, 
the produce of the fertile Noriuftn valley*. 

The visitor en putering the exhihition eannot but 
be struck by the vnnctics, not so much of the poultry 
a« of tho cheeaes* To the cheese department the 
visitor may, indeed^ be leil by his nose. He who 
known his Pflri* wrll must have been very often 
iiuplcaaHiillv hU-uck by the uu^ fiiinl, now pungent, 
and now overpowerinp; |)erfunies which steal upon him 
at times from the doorways of the dealers in coimsti- 
hh». Kteb cheese hita itK pailicrular nroma. Thcrt- 
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are €hee«e» of tliG Oftllicdairy which arc strong enough 

to takciiway the breath of the uninitiated. Roquefort 

la trying, Oray^re wnntv ronalution, 1>ut I miTul me 

of a clie^e, of the circamferinicc of a Kua-flower 

^n colour, fflowiog as the setting sun— that has 

etrenieth in it to pale the chtiek of the braverf. 

Hero wc encounter them nil, witl> Ocrmnn chcencA, 

ntjd Swiss cheesns, and Italian cheeses, and, though 

last, most Bsfturcdly not least, British chcesca. 

tVaiiee hmt Inickli^il on }u*t nrmonr for the contmt; 

iinble agriculturists, dukc», and barons, and counta 

are iii theii«U. The TrapptAtAftcnd their cheeae; the 

Grand Duke of Baden takes up the winsc of German 

clioeeos, with th<T Chevnlltrr do Raul> from Auitriu, 

the Bjirou de Streit from Saxony, the Baron ton 

TroBchke froro I'ruaaia, and the Baron Vcrschner 

from Holhinil. So the humble Dutch chftc*e of our 

kitchcuB bofl its noble supporter. It U whispered 

that the chee!*e* of Jiurstrntla^^gcr are the favourite 

cheeses of the royal Pnia&ian tabic. The ^cut of 

tlie earth arc^ ni^^t to fight the huttic of c^mGein. The 

importance of cheeite, not ao much as a delicacy 

accompanying dessert, or giring Best to the wine, hut 

m th^ efucons or ^rfit^esf element in tlte diet of the 

working cIashcs of most European BtntcH will be nt 
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once obvii>uFi \o all who iirc Ui tiny il€gn.'u fumitiur 
witU those races with whom M. Leplay has dealt in 
hia great statistical work — a work that li^d been 
invaluable, had its stutistic^s been aoctjiapanieil with 
the resnlts of personal observntion. 

There were tifty- seven foreign exhibitors of cheese 
in ihia exhibition. Tlie countiiea repreaeutud include 
Holland, Switscrlftod, Prussia, Bavaria^ Itnly, Saxony, 
Dcnniark, AuBtria, Sweden, Belgium, and En^^land. 
The duiriefi of France were represented by 189 cxhi* 
bitor&, the cheeses being divided naturally into the 
frcfih and the salted. Tho varittie* of cheese appear 
to be almost iuliLite, the dillerenccs of flavour often 
imperceptible, excc|)t to ihe highly-educated palate. 
There isj if I am not mistalceiij an English barnster, 
who, 10 his Ibrenfiic fame, has added tkat of being the 
boat judge of Stiltou in the three kiDgdoms. When 
this redoubtable ciitic presses the threshold of Cad* 
bury, he enters the realm of which he ia Bovcrcign 
judges I can only hope timt this lord of cjisein i» in 
ibese odoroits galleries, to keep guard over the fame 
of his beloved Stiltou, uud give it the victory over 
Roquefort. 

It may be said, I think eontidetitjy, that the soft, 
mild, aJmost liquid cheese Je Bne u the most popular 
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cticc0c in Fraucc. It h^i^ the petition which Chcshin 
cheese (or Chester cheeee, as our neighhoura wUI call 
it], occupies in Eni^'land. Cambriib&rt U itft rtv&l^ 
but h Bw htvt the ntlL'nntage in oiliness xnd tight- 
ness. Follows thnt pride of all, Aveyrou, wrought 
from the mingCcd milk of goat and sLcep, the t^hurp 
and piiDKeot Uoquefort. Gmyere (both French and 
Swisa], cornea next in rank. The French iinitation 
tjf tlie old Swiss cheese is so good, thut few gourwcts 
can dlHtiuguifili one from the other. Tliey are diK- 
tiugiiishable, hovever, with a kulfc. The Sn-im 
chccac wcop3 salt tcora as it ia cut, whirrca*" the 
French imitation is perfectly dry, Ainou^ the 
French cheeses, oae new to the Puisiaus, U the blue 
c.Jiepse. The NeiifclifLtel cheese* are in varit^j — the 
Angelotsr the Clienrotin, the Persille, the blue, the 
Torne-Grasse, &c. The great variety of French 
cheeses on the tables, inchide those of Gerarduierj of 
Port-du-Sfdut, of Livarot, of Evty, of Saint- 
Murtc-lliiL, i^f Pc'jgucy, of Laiiga-a, of Olivet, of 
Cantalej of Con lorn miers^ of Moiit-d'Or (a niot«t 
odoroua variety), of Thollot, &c, M, Charles dc 
Limelle mwntainB that tho PoH-dn-Salut clieose 
made by the monks [and of uluch they sell annually 
not less thaji 80^000 Ibe.)^ is the king of chcesen, 
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bdng without anocU; in fact, being like very rich 
butter. The moiik^ appear to be the gourmefs best 
friend a. 

And mm let us pHss to tha poultry — to the fat 
pullets of the Pays ile Caiix, aiit] to those of Ilcuuca, 
whicb were famous in Maditme de tf^vignc's time — a 
oruel time; for then fowls were fattened by being 
shot up io narrow cflgea and having their eyes 
destroyed. Tliere are 43 groups of capOEu aud 37 of 
fat pullets from La Bresac, These h.ivc been fattened 
in the dqiartments of I'Ain and Saone-et-Loire, 
Fifteen groups of cnponfi aud 63 of fat pullets hare 
been sent from the department of Le Sarthe- The 
Houdau race is reprG?ente<l in 31 groups, from the 
department?* of the Enre-et-Loir and the Setne-et- 
Oiac- Of the leaowTied Cr^vccocurs there arc 15 
groups aome from tlie Calvados. Then there are 
some 50 proupa of Dorkings, Caussadea, SolojfTiote*, 
Bralimae, Sre. There Are in all 67 ^oupa of tiirkeys 
— tlioat; birds that are said to he verlUiblc tnanytr du 
rot, and which three centuries ago were a rieh gift to 
a king. Anniens and Caen appear to have been fim 
fiLmoiia for rroriag theac f^clicate bird* from the West 
Indies, Then eome the duclu in tvo catc^orie^j vi£., 
duok« fattened to be eaten, and ducks treated for the 
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formntion oi foic ^nis. WUbotit entering info tlac 
qucbtioQ whether or not it vns the celebrated cook 
Gntid who inveiiteil th<: cluck p>c« of AniienSj 1 may 
s»y thatj At nny rate, Amienn hfis retiuaed ber fame 
down to the prw«!iit time for the deHcut^ of her 
ducks, wiiile thoMC of Koueu unquestionably have the 
adv&ntaj)^ in the not miimportant point of stse. Tlic 
gcoBc are divided iuto categoriee, Uko th<t duck?. 
There arc 52 gruupn of geese fattetiird for the table, 
and only two of those treated for fat liver, 

^Fhcse lire the gbry of La Beaiicc and Lan^edoc, 
u they were in the dayn of the oncicnt RomMi», who 
were uot alrangers to thr? eriKl art of [>rodunng /»« 
fffas. It was the Jc»s of Mctx had Strasboorf-^ how- 
ever, who origiriati?d _/bie ^ras in modem limea. The 
hst of the conieuis of the eithibitjuii concludes with 
16 (groups of pigeons and 8 of guinea-fowl. 

It was inipoaaible, while trudjn^is: through this 
enbibition of fr^n^lv, and tiirkcys, and gcc«c> and 
cheese, wichia a day er two of Christmas'day, not to 
be struck with tlie extnumLliuiry differcatee (to wliicb* 
hy the way, 1 have already aihidad) between not only 
the character of the En^^lifch and French Christmas 
ei))il>ition3 of dsad stock, but also between Uie tooc 
aad manners of tlic peoples at the two cxhibitioiia. 
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There is not th« least bhouting or crowdings or 
"cbatOjig,'' inaide or outside the PaIub de rindua- 
tne. Tke buoolie specimens of hntnanit^ tliat reach 
P»Lm with the poultry and the cht^ese nre heavy and 
uncouth^ and as eccentric aa you pleaso, in dress. 
But they are quiet, and perfectly sober. No vast 
network of public-hoUBca is spread for them. The 
daintiest ladies arc safe and quiet in the esfaihition 
galleriea. There Js no yelling crowd of cabmen and 
touting conductors outside the building. The exhi- 
bition, iu ahortj u not an opportunity for rowdyiara 
and druukenuGAs, We kuow the scene that is played 
all day long — and with new Zflst after nightfall — 
round about our owu great Christmaa Cattle Show. 
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BtJTTKH, antt c^gfl, and fruit, these are the articles of 
food which »o gather from the v»Jloy of the Semo — 
fr(im Normaiidy indeed, aud from Brittany, frum 
Cherbourg and RetincHj &€. Brittaay imikca notable 
CDUtribatione to the food e:i|)orta from Norman ports; 
Brittany U beiikg rapidly brought within th<; Todiuii of 
»cioiitific agriculture. Waste lands aro btiiig got 
under cultivation ; the value of land in some cantons 
hafl almost doubled within the ln«t thirty or forty 
years, ao tJtat now in some fftvoiutd districts a 
hectare (2J acres) of land is worth even so much as 
£S per annum. The simple Bretou peasant ia learn* 
ing the value fif marine and other msnurea. Hi» 
croptt ftre improving, and by the aeaboard he ia 
pawing rich crops of cereals and \egptablcs ; whdc 
in some parts, large quantitdeB of potatoes are pro* 
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diced, dtem&ted vith wheat aiul barley. The crapN 
of Brittany now iDciucIe clover, carrots, parsiiips, 
cabbageg, tuniipa, and food for cattle. This improved 
cultivation htA etiubltid tLe ftirmerH tc reitr more cattle 
ftud brteil iiii>re horses. The Bretoa has lost many 
of his patriarchal and simple ways, in tlie gradual 
transform at ioo of hU beloved province- In the days 
of hi& simplicity, rot muny yciu** ago, he was to be 
fteeu b.'in^footed, hi» body haj'dly covered with coai^e 
linen, carrying lii« iirodu^^c to market upon unhofipcd 
wheels and frail wooden npringfl, and along roads tbat 
looked impaaaable. There was a certain nobility, and 
a right iiLteUigence iii tbc old Breton then* I am 
told tbat the civilifiAtiori wbidi has penetrated into 
his formyurd, hiks led him alau iutu habits of iittouca- 
tion. Learning to plougb and to manure, he has 
learned to drink. This is no reason why we should 
lament the progreaa in Icnowledge he has made. It 
hEis brought to him and his, new comforta, and will 
brin^ htm more^ while at the same time it will enrich 
greatly the gimi-ral «tock of food. It is curious to 
watch Uic tenacity with which thi: Breton proprietor 
clings to old ciidtoms^ and set^ up his little barrier 
against encroachments, yielding his ground only step 
by step. The civil code of the Revolution divided 
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every man'ii land equally &inim^ hia c^tildreru The 
Breton peasant Btill Gghta Aj^ainst th» lair, by 
appointing an eldest rhilrl, or a child wbo Bhall inherit 
adl the real property. Thi« ia done by an agrcrmcDt 
or pft to tW flilest, mftile to btni cfuriu^ the lifetime 
of bt» father. The other cbiblrtti get tUfiir eiLkare in 
money. Tlie inheritor of the real eftlatp^— of the 
iiirni »ii<l tlic lauil, tlitr L'ittUtf and tht: pluu^hs — cuvtr* 
Hants oft4;Q, only by wort) of mouthj to be a father to 
]n» brotliera and aiisters, to briai£ up the youn^t-r 
chiUrcn^ nncl prodJc for them food and hoard, and 
clothing and educ^fition, until ihdr mafority, or until 
their marriage. To theHc the oH patt:mal roof ]« 
always a refuge and a theltcr, where they may crcr 
^t a bed and a spoon. Wherever thts euaiom of 
keeping the land together baa prevailed in BriUany, 
it hax, it is ^aid, been of adv&ntaf^c to the productive 
power of tlift land. The eftntons of Bionga.<t^-l, Roa- 
pordtfti, DonariLCticK, Pout VrtnXj luid the nrrondisttc- 
ment of UbHteanlaiu, give evidence of the salutary 
effect of learinic one son to coTitinne the traditbni* of 
tlic family, to hold the few hectare?* of 1ftnd togcthc^r, 
on L*onditiou that he yields to his brotbur? uul ai^tcrs 
protection and support, and their sbaie in money or 
otherwise out of tbe general estate. Tbi* r^ffimt hns 
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kept generations of small Breton pro])riftoni tilling 
the same fielHs. son after fatlitr, for centuries. Such 
cultivators, who hnrc inherited agricultural tr&ditioii« 
from their ancestors, are hard to niovD on the road of 
progress, M- A. du ChatclliPF has dt-wrihed »omc 
experience of his wUU a gckod flmiriflhing exainple of 
one of tliese old Bj^Ioei lnrrurTa, TUt ohl Breton 
could boast tu iucoToe of between £400 jLnd £5C)0 a 
year, which he had Uaved to get together. Yet be 
went forth every morning in the midst of his flcrvaixt^^ 
havings like them, a lump of black bread in liia pocktrt 
for his early meah He was an iutelhgent old farmrr, 
albeit wedded to the agricultural nsageti of liis canton. 
He had soiit his aon, lK>wcT<^^, to lonm scientific farm- 
ing. The son became u distinguished pupil, and, on 
his return to his father, prevailed upon him, after 
much difficulty, to sahiititute a new iron plough for 
the old harbarous one of the country, Unfortunntcly, 
the new plou«;h broke a^^ainfiC a big stone in its fir^t 
farrow. The old Breton thcrenprm enat it aside., mid 
vowed over afto.rwni'dn thftt no iron plmigh conid 
possibly btf worth a guod old wooden one. 

Vot events will be stronger than this old lircton, 
wed()ed to his wooden plough. The price of land i« 
nncrea^inj^ and bettor cultivation raiwt bo iproud, t4i 
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ciioblc ibo cultivator to pay the ]ucrua»<xl rente. 
That thifi better cultivation i& spreading may he 
gathered, from the fact that four or five yeaw ago an 
^rioultural implement maker iLt Rcanea, one M. 
Bodiu, waa making between two and three thouaaiid 
ftgriculturaJ machiie* jkt oniium for tlie fire depart- 
ments of Brittany and tbe M^iiehe, 1 have said thnt 
^rlnmlcenness lins iipreitd of \ttie ycAm iimon^ tb<! agri- 
cultural popuiatioti of Brittany. 1 »hculd add, how- 
ever, tlmt in m&ny places rbunken fanners, wlio coold 
only f^ A misembl^ ^nbaistonce out of thn land they 
held at very luw reiitn, Lave faded cut, uud that the 
MmR land on which they eonld live oniv miserably, is 
now, albeit the rent is doubled, and in some instances 
trobl<?dr supporting in ense and prosperity new culti- 
vators who have adopted modern iinprovr-nicbts. 
A^^n, the estent of land under cultivation is in some 
distrieU iiicreaswl Ijy ji tenth, Hnd in otliers by a fifth. 
The ^eat need of Brittany is tlie inlunioii of Capitol 
into her agriruliuiv. Tlie Breton peasant is isolated 
from towii&people by his language. He hoH kept 
himself apart, and mistmsu the outer world. His 
frirc ifl — I am apcalcing of the lahonrer of the old 
af:hool — black bread made of buckwheat, or rye, or 
oats, or barley, or boiled b£ a porridge with milk, tf 
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he have a ckaL^c in Ins tlictj it i» in thr nliivpc of 
jiotatoes. His life is an unlirokou nionotony. He 
never changes his manners^ his habits, or hia tlrcHs. 
He is a stranger in the mftrket town; where t!%'cn hU 
laiigiiJLgc [» nut uuck'fstoud, hitc b/ a tew who dual 
vitli him* Ho is as patient and as quiet && a beast of 
burdeii, and liis daily hard labour app&irs to regulate 
and eubdue ev^n Lis affections. It leaves hiEo no 
time for grief, do hours for the iiidulgeuce of remorse, 
no moment for despair. The man who ploughs liis 
mother enrth from dawn to dusk, decs not die of love 
or grief. The hard tcrme on wliicli he cats his daily 
bread, leave him no time, save for wort and rest. A 
SretOD landlord has described tlie wife of a Bretou 
labonrcr, wKo, hj dint of her own hard luboiir iiud 
Liti, had beei^ able to ttdte a little farui. Xu the Httle 
homestead the hushar^d feU ill^ and for iiiiie days the 
discousolale woman wept oi her knc^cs at the deatli* 
b^d of bim vho had bot*u tlie compaiiiou of ber life 
and lahom's. He dieil, and nhe bun; hiiu to tbc Held 
of rest. On the morrow she waa— fate would have it 
80- — working in the fields. Ten iiiontbn afterwards — 
the legal tcma of widowhood juit expired — alic married 
again in ordtr to kci-p the little larm together. The 
farm and her children were her only care. Another 
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widow, old and Bcrofulous, left witTi four young 
children in a hrra^ called on her Inndlord to kn<iw 
whether he wished her lo marry again, for slie had 
several offers from worktuen wlio had fiwr sums of 
manny. So marriage is a complete mutt«^r of busi- 
ness Id a BretOQ village. It brings sonicthinf to the 
farm that ht» bewi in the family for pcrhii|>» a 
hundred ycarB. Il enAhles anotlter to ivke a littlfl 
farm. 

The grcud for money is bs strong in these Bretoo 
villagiis as it is in Paiia safons, where the dot is the 
<rame pursued, Breton labourers will travel from 
village to village in search of a sponse, ahowiiig a 
goodly number of crowns in their possession— the 
crowns all the lime being often only borrowed for 
the drcf^tion of some heirras in sahntA, Tho rela- 
tions of pfu cuts and children aoou become mercenary 
also. IJireetly the sou is old enongh to work, he 
either receives wages from liis father to his ^atisfaC" 
tion, or goes forth to find a more generous master. 
The same rule applies to the dau^htej^. Hence 
springs an independence in llrelou familv relations 
which weakens the tic of blood ; so that yoa will 
find the younger hrunc-hes of a family in oomfortahle 
circumstnncus while lljc pm-euta are sunk in poverty. 
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The lihrd labour which the Boil demnn<]8 hringH this 
about. Labour w the Breton's only wealth. Thus, 
when an old couple who have worked a. farm through 
their lusty time Lutc no more strength to pvc the 
laudj and their children have grown up with the fuH 
strength of their youth about them, the old people 
have tti give way. They eseciite what they call their 
demissiojt. By their d^misHQu thtr give up to ihc 
Etrong the farm, with sJl its stock ami implements, 
and receive in return a small pension, a pittance, a 
room in the fjirm-houHe, perlmps the produce uf a 
cow, and a atat at t\\^ humble hoards u hlUe flax and 
linen, and a pound or two of tohaoeo. And then, if 
the old people live long, tliey liutl llat they are a 
burden upon the new goneratiou, and they are maU 
treated and ueglecied. A third generation is coming 
up under the thatch, and they who are sowing the 
buckwheat, the rip'e, mid the Hai, grumble at the folk 
who hoL'o thi^m, and would glofUy put them ia the 
field of re*t with their humble forefathers. 

The vork seems to have taken all aeutiment and 
tmagiufition out c»f them. They are its slave, an 
thcj arc the tlavc of the pncBt, and never qucbtlou 
whether thatwiiich has gone before ia n«;hl or wrong. 
They iuhcrit the superstitious of their race, and trwm- 
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mit them with fidelity. And the son liphtB hie fire 
OH ihejete of St. John, a» \m forefatlier* did, and as 
hiH grandchildren will, he bclict'es. He will bathe 
liift home with water from the fotmtaiu ho dooma 
*acred at St. Eloi, and believe that henoefurth £teed 
Bud rider are safe from precipice or falh He evini 
counts his money, nol in frant^!* hnt in cmvois, and 
fire ftOUft make a real to him, an they hftrc mndo 
viiice the time wheu the Spaniards occupied part of 
his couBtiy, He h faithful to traditions even in bia 
intem^ierate hiibit«, it would seem. The only n^tief 
fram the nicitiotony of bis bu.rd-woi'kcd days l^ that 
which his father and his grandfather had before hin), 
namely^ dnnk. Both eeic« nrc addicted to thin pei*- 
tiiciouB yiCQ, and from the eariieatago. It is fieroeat. 
It is most ((cneral, in the department rf Finist^e, 
where the average anntial comumption seems to be 
about thirty litres for each inhabitant. The iDCrea^te 
in the couaumption of spirits iu ihh department b&9 
Ijeen 30O per cent, in tliirty years, Tlie sin is of 
old date, and the inerea£e of wealth among some of 
the Breton farmers haa down to thia timfr only aggm- 
vated itp But education must come in itie wake of 
ihe ajE:rieultnral imprevemeHtH, «ikI with it will come 
■ decrcaiH; m that intemperance of the Ureron for 



1]V BOUTE rOE BRITTAMY. 



251 



whtcli lie was reproved even in <mc cf Mftdaoic de 
Sevigne'ft letters. 11 i« terrible, iodeed, n hen drankeu 
children arc to be eeea alioiit & countrj. 

The most ei:trftorilinAry part of a trav^er'a oV 
>ervatiou& in Brittauy is th»t wljii^U ia directed to 
the curiaua laws and cii^toma of land tenure, and 
to the peculiar adjustments which have been mtide 
£rum time to time betweciu capital and liibom?j be- 
tweea iaudlord and tcuuut. The viiet uumbf^r gJ 
flmall holdings or propertite, the lahourera' fanna^ 
the goyi^ttn, and their niatuicr of working; and of 
being paid, a.re points uf extrnordiiiuri' iiitt'rest to ttn 
Englisbmaoj not only because they are utterly dis- 
iimilar to our agricultural aystem, but becaiLse being 
dUaimilar they are yet, aa far ua the Brvtuns them- 
selves arc concerned, produotivc of a progressive pros- 

There is a course of agricultural instruction through 
which every Bretoii boy and girl born in the country 
mufit pass. Whctiicr the pareuta of the child be 
pnjprietora of their own patch of laiid^ or teuant»> or 
sub-icuaiita, the children begin by being hired out 
B& ffdffisteg, or hirelings, either by tbcir own parents 
or by sonu3 utnghbouriuj; farmer. Thiii bcginuing u 
made between the ages of twelve and louitecu. The 
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Breton child receipea at firat bit* board and aome 

clotliCB, one or two pairs of suboto^ and dix^ acvcn, or 

i'ight crowns, according to his streiigtbH Aft he net* 

vances from his fiftcentli to liia ei^litecnth year ttift 

wag(>s we slightly increasefl. He i* more imme- 

di&tely iiitrrt-Hted id the cconoQiy of tbc farm. He 

ia permitted to buy one or two bcaste or beads of 

€&ttlc with hit savings, and to put tbem with the 

farm cattJe. He generally ^electa two yoiiGg oow» 

or oxen. In LUIm way \k ih kd to have a direct 

iiitereHl in the cattle^ Rud in the economy of the 

stables and cow-flhcda. Presently a little patch of 

Laud hi put apart for him in the midst of bis mast«r'a 

farm, and he sows a (jroj) of potatoes in it or other 

vegetables. He is now a Uttle farmer on an in- 

linitRsimal acale. Hi« ^elfoiitcrcfit is exdtwl. lie 

ba* llir mcan» of working liia way forward by thrift 

Bud iudufitry. He is accumiilatiug the tools of h\9 

trade while lie ia leai'uiiig it. It would fiecm that 

fnw Rreton boys take tbe full advantage- which this 

syetcm offera theui- 'Vhey seidom aiay thruuj^hotit 

their np)>reuticeqhi|> with out- master. They arc fond 

of goine: to ffiirs, and, in a word, of dissipation. Dut 

ia spite of th(?iH! drawbai'ka to tb«ir prottprrity, tlngr 

gDiierally manage by the time tliry have rcacbed 
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their twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth year to have 
B&vor) somft €10 or ,€tiO- Before tlitry have reached 
this latter Bgc tiiey hare had their wcgcs gradiiuHr 
raised from n few cmwiia a year to £10, witii a very 
great incrcaiie of their privileges in the wfty of 
caLtlvatio^ Innd and rearing cattle. By this simple 
system, wbich givca thu fiirm-boy early aud stnnig 
interest in his worlt, lie fin(U liimeolf able, with 
common rectitude and prudence, to take to himself 
a wife of Ilia own onndition, who shall have heow a 
fffiffitt^ also, and have put her proper number of 
crowns hy for her wedding-day. Once mftrriwd, he 
either arranges for the couple to continue as farm- 
lalxjiircra on progrcT^^ive trniiH, £>r he gcta what ia 
callftrl in ]ii» language a penty, which meanit a little 
how^c, with & yard and a patch of land, belonging to 
some large farm. He haa enough land for one or 
two cows, one or two head of cnttlc, n crop of hemp, 
and a few bushela of corn, lie will got a pitfd-a- 
t^rvf. of this kind nt from jK8 up to £SiTt per annum, 
ncorirding to itn ndvantnges anri (-xloiit. 

Let the reader now ob«cr¥c how this Strphan of 
ancient Brittany has ^ell considered hia t^art; or 
how, to be quite just, his ancestors coni^idercd it 
generutiona before him- He ha* the beginning of a 
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farm, which he can carry on nnd incnASG, with the 
aid of hia ivife, without forei^i help, which he ha» 
not yv/t the oupital to huj-, I should c1)B<irve tbut 
the furmer of whom he reals his place u iuvariably 
bouad by the agreement to plough that part of 
Stcphaii'Fi land ^hich Stcphaa does not reserve for 
htxnd (luhivutiun or for hU cattle. Sj thut tho 
beginnur has no nct*c»^ity for cart* or horHca, or 
oxen, or a plough. It now only remains for him 
to work hard, to be content with hia hlnck bread 
and hia milk, and to w^t so auxay Jraitful aeaaoua. 
lu due time he will atna^ enough capital to buy a 
plough mid cxeu to yoke to it, and a hor&c and caH, 
£60 or J:80 will <io this. Whtu he bn* done tlii», 
he ]ia» accumulutcd enough by his labour to provide 
employment, and at the same time to accorc saa- 
tejianee to his fiimily &8 it grows. He haa eatublUhcd 
himaclf ne a farmer. From thia point he may pro* 
ceed, if he have good fortune^ and a sagacious and 
prudent head, to be a donanier^ ha\'iiig autliority 
over a large extent of land, and of tennrea like th*^ 
pent*/ with which he bcgati. These tloniMna are of 
vahoUH extent, so that tbey aje adapted to the small 
as well a^ to the large capitaUst. It ia said that as n 
domtinier^ ^vhicli is a ftpeeulative buFtiiie»s, the Breton 
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p a^cultuiist Jteldom makes a tniJ^tulco, and generally 

"ocmtrivefl to get heavy interest for his savings. Thia 

b the nj9c of the Bretou pcikaaut ^ho romiiiQa wcddc^d 

to the andcat customs of hi« provitirCr and to the 

traditions (if what is called the doniaim congt-abk. 

In the uorthcrii p»rt of Finistere labour is rairied 
on by an asaQcintion tjf famiUe?* — llie f^tlier auJ his 
married children all workmg in common together, 
and taking a regulated share of the [iroduce each. 
This Rystpm, howevfir, scpms to work unsatiAfaetorily 
ia thU: thjtt the youa^er bramrhi:?! of thc^ a.-uocmtiun 
become unjust to the ciders, mid begrudge t)jeui tbcir 
share, fto that Lhe uld people suffer Uke tJie d^'mla' 
gionaireit. The r^jime of this ourlhem conitT of 
Brittany has this vice in it, thut it 1i;lvc« no ciirt^er 
open to the labourer. He reniaius a simple hii'elin^. 
He has neither cattle nor patch of laud, neither fl&x 
nor hemp. Ho becomes an a town labourer, n 
worker in the docka at Brest. 

It i« Brittany whence our working populutiou get 
sucli qoautitics of tbo«c cheap eggs which are sohl in 
the populou* quartern of London. IlDiidLTds of toua 
were earned trom Kenaea laHt year into Jjondou at 
SOs. a toil, an ihey were from Cherbourgn They are ■ 
the produce of a proviace where every pcnsant caa 




get his patch of land atid own his oa« or tvo tieAd of 
cattle. 

In thU oommnnd oi a little Innd. wliioh the Fronch 
agricalturist Haf, lies tht^ cjwcntiol ditlbrcTL<?c beivreen 
his ctmditiou and tliat of the agrricultiiral ]atK>urer of 
Giiglaiid. It iif strung to note the oontrA«t brtwcen 
Englisti find Fjvikch a{;-ricu]turnl writcra or lb» «ub- 
JBctn We are for high faniimi; — fapmio^ on a grand 
Hcale, or» for "agricultural nianufnctunii^' as ^ Freucb 
VTitfir has 4?a1led it. Wherpas ev&h «>Dsiderable 
Preuch liuidlordBj Hkc M. de CUatellier, dwelt iiiceai- 
aantly on the bent^IiEif not only to agricultiirftl la- 
bourers hilt the commuutt/ at lai^e, of Hninll fanns 
Otiltivatcfl bv laen who themselves work in tho fitfhid. 
He dwelia with pity on lliu English aystenir which, 
he my%f ha* takra nearly every paldi of land from 
tlie agricultiir.ll labourer and reduced him to mi^ry ; 
and o|jpo»o« to it tho Breton fArmcr, with hi« few 
hectareft, hia granary, liis etab]e» and his orchard. 
He doc« not deny that tlic march of improvement 
may preacntly interfere with this small farming, uor 
that acivuce luay get mucli more out of Ujo w>il than 
cvim the bCHt LNHtruct^d Breton [leu^Lnt now gets out 
of iu Spooking from close observation, however, lie 
tell us ihal the email iarmera are pro^rc^AiEig adinini- 
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bly; that the fear of ugricultural ninchine-hrenkiug 
baa pasned away^ and that year after year th<f nmil 
iropwlntinn are becoming more p&Asion&tely nttflched 
to their ii&tivt3 &oJl. To tfiis uicrcasiug prospi^rUy 
which pervades a^cnltiiral Brittany, then, wc mity 
look for a i^radaally mcrGashig supply through the 
Kormau porta to our egg, butter, aud fruit inarkets. 
The rle!»cripLion of cultivation which I have given la 
particularly well adapted to the production of these 
articles of food; and Brittany will becoiue lunre and 
more intereetinp to the agricaltiiraJ thooriat n8 ita 
resourrca are developed, hy the thousands of little 
ioug-haiivd farmers to whose hands its fertility Is 
confided. 

But they move tlowly^vcry slowly. 
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At the Railway Station on tiie Buiilerart Mon' 
pamaAsc, he who is about to penetrate Brittany, aud 
make ncquuintance with its legends and tta primitive 
ctutouutj to wnuder About it^ old toirns, nuirk it» 
nuclent battle-groUDda, or inquire into tlie prewsnt 
condition of its commerce and its a;;rioaltare; iee^ 
th:Lt he is on the right ro&d. At the puy-jiloce he 
ciicouatera ?fhort-wjkibted and volumiiiowily-cappcd 
women, in the company of spare leather- featured, 
quick-maaueced meu in jackets and felt hata of 
liberal projKU'tious. There h niucli kis^iig and in- 
finite chattering. Bretons established in Palis ure 
taking leave of country cousins who have been 
8tayiiL$; with them, with vehement kissing on both 
chochfc; the eaiJ coueiua bcii)'^ on the puint of return- 
ing to thL-ir tldd« aud orcli^cl^, there to tuUour con- 
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tcntedl?^ carrying forward firoiii their fathers tolhcir 
children, the logends of their Mll-t^idos and of their 
Talleyft, togcthfr witii the ancient auperhtitious of 
their nce> GencnitioiiB of ilicxn hAvc bt.UioN'cd In 
tbe power of St. Matburin de Moncontonr,'* " Uc 
might have been God Almighty," i; Breton ppasant 
will seriously tell you, "only hty fonnd it woidfl hnvr 
bf^eii too much troubEe/^ uud be 19 wry hjtppy i^ 
vear a little leaden image of the Saiut at hi» button^ 
hule ftt Pentecost. It comforts him, and pves hitti a 
fltiDse tLat he is auporTHLturaJly protected. How they 
plod Oil from gtuuraUuu Ikj ^tMiwatiuu, tliesu light- 
hearted Bretona, hving aud drin^ e\actly lite their 
forefathers ; or, if moved to some little imp rove mcut. 
turaiug §lowly and with reluctauce and difficulty 
i^m tlie old path. For hoi^^ many geiieratio[La have 
not the Lamhallaift been lite navigators — the navvies, 
the delvers of Briltjtny; the pioneers of the ducal 
firmicH of old ; »o that in tbcse days, a dig^;t:r or 
worker in earth of any kind, ia called a Laniballats. 
The builders of the lath and mud houses or cottagca 
round Reuncs, albeit moat of ibem have never aoeu 
LanibftLIc^ arc LambuUaia. 

'ilkC railway paaaes tJirou^h flat marshy coiuitry, 
lined with strai-'ht roads and Btmked with low under- 
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l^rown trees. There art- no rich Birellmg lands, ii< 
evidence* cf high farming or of noble cattle, to grc 
the eye. Yet our first station of importance is Rnm 
bouillet. By RambouIUetr ihe landsoaiic improrcs 
Uttk. We are in tht nei^hboitrhood of its vast 
forest, that stretchea beyond the park laid out by Lc 
Nfitre. It was in tbla park fbnt Lr>iiii; XVI, fonadod 
hiA efltabliahmcnl for the improveiuciit iu Ihc brecHl 
of Bheep, and loc&tcd hU mn^inog ftom Spniu. It i« 
a buay place now, dculiiig tn vlieop, and woo), and 
Gom^ ftod flour, and wood. It hfia ita place in bii' 
tury, moreover. Yuu uijiy ^ee In hn uucicut horae- 
ahoe shaped castle the chamK:r win-ru Fnmois I. 
died, and it was the first ataae of silly King Charlva 
the Tenth's progress to csilo. 

The railway atrelches still towards BrittaTiy over 
flat uniuteresttiijg laad — much of it iu small patches 
of ploughed land dotted witli apple tre<?a, and inter- 
sected wiOj poplar-sliirtcd roatls^ The guard calla 
" Maintenon I" This was the piacP frE>m which Scar- 
ron's widov took her nsme. The Ditc dc NoaJlIes' 
uplendid chafcan harrl by — a chateau the fourdattonfl of 
which date back to Philip A ugu&tua — A^astthe property 
of MaiUme de Maiiiteuo[i, and is still embcUi^hod 
by her portrait by Mi^ard. Wc pass on to 




Chartrcs, the grnnary of the Bcancc. Tlic ruilway 
fttill passing over broad, apparcrntly interminable 
plaitia of wclUrultivfttcd ftirtile Innd. The^c plains 
of the Dcauce are of itjimciisc extent, and aro re* 
iiownccl for their com orops. They form half the 
depm'tment of the Eure-ct-Loirc, end part of that 
of Loire-et-Cher. The Beance includes several 
ItLTge towiiBj as Bretigny, and Boiinevid, but Churtres 
is its chief town, its entrepot ; and here the trarellcr 
may tej^t the cscellenee of the Beatice corn in the 
«hftpo of the celebratc^d Churtres pios, which he will 
find at the buJf'eL 

The railway still keeps over flat country. The 
land is in tno»t places thrown up in ridges, and 
everywhere, where there ib a dimple in tho flat, — 
13 water. The trcti* are all stunted and awry, with 
trnnks in strange contortions. The villages and 
little stations are Doany, nnA tlie babble at each 
whore the train picks up groapa of connty folk, ia 
greatp We pa&s through tho Nogeni that ia cele- 
brated for its fine cray-fish, and Courville, near 
wiviob — in the ancient gothic chateau — Sully dind. 
The country, albeit not picturem^ue, m dotted with 
comfortable eottaget. 

Le Mans ia a thriving commerrial place— the 
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capttnl of the department of La Sarllie. Like i 
provincial towns, it ia uurtergiring radical clinngcft 
The new parts of it aro spaciouft, ainl the new stre^ti 
and lioDNs Rre cixactljr lilte thoae which are in couiti^ 
of erection in nearly every French proviocifll town* 
There i§ a tendency to BoiiJc\iirdisc. On the market- 
pUc<^ there are one or two Haahy caf^ft covered wi 
fpUliu^ tiTtKr tht: Pnrmitui {ttahiuii, which Itxvk t;x< 
tremdy ridiciilouii planted amid t}ic ordinary roughs 
I may truthfully add, aud dirty rGstaurants of thd 
place. That Le Mang is a fioorishing pkce, att<l that 
It is the centre of a great manufacturing district, 
are soon o1>«oub to the visitor. Not far from the 
railway Rtatioii there is a permanent Agricultural 
Implement Ex.!iibitioQ, intended for the benefit of 
the farmers of La Saithe. It consisted of rows of 
ploughs, and rsJcea, and chaff-cutters, and other 
Rgi-iciiltiiral iniplemeut* of improved plan and make; 
but there wim^ an air of negh'ct and failm^* about t!ie 
place. The implements were thrown together in 
confusion, and not. a i^oiJ wiw to be seen in yard or 
ah^a. Whether the farroore of the Sarthe b« of an 
adventurous or improving turn or not, at any rate 
thty contrive to give a sprightly, flourishing aspect 
to the picturesque city, built upon the steep slope 
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thut riseft from the meeting? of the liTen Sarthc aud 
Hui&De. Strolling tip towards^ the Plnce lux IIaUcs, 
I passed vast grain aud Iiay dcpftia> The flour salta- 
mcn were jnany, aud I uoticcd guano depots. The 
chief books in the booksellers' windows were — **The 
Perfect Gardener/' "Le Bon Ferraior/' and rows of 
t.be ** Bibliotlieqnc drs CidtivatpnrK." 

There waa a baonJic air about the Place aux llallc^. 
The little caf& with their green fronts were nicaat 
for country EOHTket-folk- They bore such seductive 
aigna aa "The Caf4 de la GaitV "The Cafe of 
the Bridge of Arcole." A French country market 
town, when it ia not market-<1ay, is not oa a rale a 
very lively place to saunter about for many Jioun*^ 
«ft«r you have done tlie central placo, walked round 
ti»e Cathedral, cxaroinetl the Prcfi^cture with its freab 
gilt raitin;(s, aid looked at the Uttle muaeum and 
library, you have ^nerally had enough of it. The 
ill -paved streets almost break your anclce. The 
diillQGsa of the by-6treets with their unbroken lengths 
of yellow wall, the wew^y, resigned air of the old 
women apinning at the wmdowa (who have JTi«t 
energy euough to look up at you and drop their eyes 
again), the lounging soldiers, the shabby Hltleoffleer's 
Loafj, the corporal's party carrying the moat and 
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vegetables from the market to the barracke, and a 
moumfuJ pnest or two, and in one comer of the 
town a shabby flaunting canT&a of aome atrolUng 
troop: — These things are wearying to the travell^s 
spirits. Le Mans has industrial life aboat it, how- 
erer. It has linen manufactories. You meet women 
wheeling coarae linen through the streets in barrows. 
" In Le Mans are carried on great dealings in waz^ 

i{ honey, cattle, and poultry. Is not Le Mans cele- 

brated for its capons? Some enterprising folk of 
Le ManSj moreover, are building immense store- 
houses opposite the railway statiouj and have called 
them docks ! Why a lofty series of store-houses 
built opposite a railway station should be called 
i| docks, I cannot imagine, and I am sure the pro- 

prietors of the said store-houses could not enlighten 
me. • 

I have said that much of this great country mar- 
ket-town was in the hands of the builders. There 
is a suburb of it — that fronting and overlooking the 
river from a height — ^which commands a fine view of 
the surrounding well-cultivated landscape, and the 
fine market gardens, which I believe are the boast 
of this part of the country, Thi3 suburb is entirely 
one of the merchant's quarters. When a French 
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tioorUhijig buainoss mail takes to bijildiug, anil to 
building rathor rustically, he generally contrives to 
produce a structure of extraordinary aspect. Some* 
times lir will do an over- coloured smd e.\travngant 
ioiitation of u Swiss chalet, with n Cluncaa pagoda, 
piHjpped on the top of the garden wall for a siimnicr- 
house. Or he will indulge ui nuiuy -coloured brick*, 
aud mnch wild urnomeatadon in the idinpo of flower- 
vaaed, and stained glass. I tliink, however, the moat 
fatit&stic country houfeC I have erer eeen, and 1 uni ate- 
quaiutcd with those of Pa-^sy, and Ville d'AvTay, and 
Aeiiicres, kc, &c., waa one 1 saw oa the terrace at Iai 
Mans. It was a folly on a large acale. A glitteriiii^ 
dome glased with stained glass of all colours^ rose out 
of Ihe r^iof mid looked like a gigantie diadem in the? 
snu. On the roof or crowning the walls, were large 
flowcr-vasea with shabby plants in ihom. But t}ic 
apjjcoTaiicc of the entire huge toy defies def^cription. 
I ran only say that although I was jJone, wlien the 
vision broke upon me I laughed outright h A French- 
mnn must bring hia ta«te to bear upon nature. 
Some day he will trim the petals of tlic row, and 
tH>mo Kvcrt will bring his tujste to boar on the per- 
fection of the perfmnc of the violet. I know nothing 
much more wearying to an Englishman's aiglit than 
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n Frcncli garden, nor luiythitjg lesa enjoiraljle than 
Le Ndtrc pnrk, with mcD uniting like footmcu uw 
tbe trees, and lta»tily gathering eveiy leaf wfak 

Thcrc 19 n runifijrt Iti Man*, liowcvt- r. It i» ou 
trMTller'fi — no cxciirMonist's Ingd roafi. No grau^ 
vender up the centre of ita Htreet^ — ballad sinfft 
tuftlnon, witli their Miirmy in hn&d. Etch at tfc 
little hotels opposite tlie raiiwaj- station, tl»e art 
charing Pans priren for had imitations of Paris p/a, 
has Bot been tnaatGrcd. I took mx* mid-day mci 
ivhich in these pu,rt3 ie dniiLcr at one of tlicsc railw. 
iimh ; I panook of three or four excelleiit dishes, 
had a do^ert afterwardH, including aome of the no* 
reiifiwiied Campmbrrt oheesc. The host served me 
hottlo of hiH bc?^t Bergerac, and my hill waa half-i 
cxown, — three francs! Bcrfore 1 left the toira, 
liiiffered at one of its octrrA ^ates for a momcot, an 
saw what a trouble nuil hindrnjice this same f>tl. 
mmt be to the fairiicrs and ibc manufacturers; 
moreover^ what a Iteavy tax upon the food and fuel 
the toWDsfolk. At the tgwu gates of Mans, a liec 
litre of wiue pays threo francs and a half; of 
five friiDcs, The ox that pM^ts vithiu the oofrd 
gate, pays two francs thirty eeiitimes for every 
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pQuiuls of hifl bulk, while calves pay five frunas^ and 
sheep And kida pny tlii-ee fruTios sixty centimes, and 
pjgB aud bimrs pay four franca twenty ceutioaeB. Bee;!' 
in the curcaae pays five francs per SOO pounds; venh 
eight &au(!&; and lautton, lainb, and kid, 9\i fnmt!«. 
Cod and stock-fish ure exempt hx>m all t^x&tion, while 
flalniouand turbot pay twopence a pound at the town 
gatea. Twopence is levied on every lobster, or cray- 
fiftli, or lanffousiet and on every huudi-ed oysters. 
Hay, and Btniw, and firewood, 0<jUc, coal, and ohitr- 
coal; are nil taxed; only the gleanings of tlic poor 
being exempt. Timber for building and for cabiiicl- 
ivork, props and perches, even old building-material pa, 
bricks, tile^, lime, cement, — ali are taxeil- 

As I travelleti from Le Mans to Rcnnea and entered 
the department of Ille-et*Vilaine, 1 noticed many 
poor villa^s of lath and mud cottages in a dilapi- 
[dated condition. We were in Brittany — the anciait 
I Armonca ; — atnon|^ that laborious, quaint, and primi- 
tive race, that cling to their ancient traditionfi, and 
look sulkily oa at the chaiiigea which are ^owly 
penetrating their ancient province. 

The Broto[Li», and especially those of the west— of 
Pinistcrrc, for examplej appear to be taking most 
kindly to the modem art of drinking. It has bocn 
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«|id thut Finistt^rrc h the mcwt dnitiken depart inc&t 
of the French empire. While my etippcr was pre- 
pariug at the h6tel on my amval at RpTine*, 1 amused 
tii^self with the tlepurtmenla] [taper. The fir^t para-^ 
^aph that caught my eye, was the description of an 
nccident thai had just happened ne;ir the city, A 
farmer returning bc»me druuk, had mia&cd hk» footing 
on a bridge that cmssed n rapid HU-eanij and been 
drowucdr It appeared that there vru^ no railing or 
ifarde-fou» to the brid^, which there certainly ahould 
ho in a laud of toperet. 

Ill another part i)f the paper wna an exe^llent Ictlcr 
from some local cor respou dent, on the past and pre- 
sent coaditiun of a^riruUnre in Brittany. He locikod 
baclt to the days vrhen he paid twenty-fi^'c centimes, 
or twopence halipeunv for a dozen cg^j and tivepoiice 
for a fowl. In the autumn of 1857, this wa* the 
|tfico for ii single egg Rt Dieppe, Ob**crvo, that thi» 
lament of tht Ulc-eL-Vikinc paper> pruccedod from a 
con'espoiidect dwelling in this anciL'nt city, whence 
enormous quantities of eggs and butter are ixport&d 
to Engliiudf and where, thc^refore, theee artietea are 
cLenpctt. The correspondent in qut^stiou hairing 
dwelt on the ever*increa&ing market opcQ to Breton 
cultivator*, prayed them to improve thtu- mcthodaof 
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apiculture, to take advantnge of tlic knowlcH^ 
science has given to the farmer, to buy new imple- 
uoita, nnd to luvetit in manure. He endeH v'ciy 
Benaibly, hj telling the Br(^ton farmers that the only 
way in which they eouM meet the rise in rent and 
wages, was hy becoming better farmcrB. 

It is understocHl thnt French farmers arc ;-Tumblinp 
everywhere. There can be no longer any donbt 
nbont the distress which oversi)reiwI« tbc ngriciiitufc 
of France, It U admitted, in the Lityr^ Tit^u. It ia 
proved by the National Inquiry which the Kmperxjr 
announced in hia epeecb from the throne. It i* 
undoubtedly fortunate, as M. Henri BiiuMlart, 
lately observed in the Journai des D^boU^ thai tli<r*e 
ttre times when the sufferings of the sheiihcrd nnd 
the ploiighboy, of the young urchins who tend gec*e 
and turkeys along lanes and over vvmte Innds^ do not 
paftB unnoticed. There have been times when the 
poor country people have been swept by famine from 
the fiice of the land by hundrods. Xo learned 
irquirica were instituted in those days. Village 
churchyards were choked with the dead. The hlnck 
cloth WM never unhooked from the church porch; and 
yet no H[>eech oi sympathy came from lht> throne, no 
hand of help wa« stretched forth by Govenimont, 
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Y«s; these arc bctU'r times. Yt-iu^s of wild »pc*cti 
tion and Bourse gambling in Paris^ lave drained 
capita] from the land, aiid the farmer ia poor; — ; 
with riang rent and rising wago^j aud without ti 
me£Lii8 of putting that into his lani) whicli alone 
onable Liiu in times like tht-se, to cultivate with pro 
fit. Meet high rents aud high waged with higl 
farming, the Renncs correspond ctit cric^ to the poOd 
farmers of Bnttanj. I travelled a few days sincfl 
with a I'rench Inspector-General of Af^culttirfii 
lIiH «ong wan that of the Reanes correspondent. A 
intclligcntr liberal, leamcd gentleman, he contraated 
the agricnlturai prosperity of England — the high 
farmiDff of Enghnd— willi that of hia own eountry, 
A coiieeited Uttle naval officiT nat ntnr him^ and 
iKWUKid to lie pii|ued at the idea tliat any French- 
man ahould admit there waft an inatttution or an 
interest in Eagliuid in a bettor condition than any 
l*'i-{;nch iuatitution or intttn^iit. The Innjieotor* 
General shruggt^d his nhouldcm, and vaid, " It'a a 
<lueatioD of money, of invcatratint, voila tout." And 
then be gave tlie relative conKumjition of manurea, of 
guano, kc.i of the two countrien. " The £iigli«h 
undentand the affair better than we do," bo added. 
''You mu8t aow to reap, and you must matiurc to 
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rcQp» To manure^ you nmst have plenty of moiiev/' 
There n little or no money in the agricultural dis- 
tricts. Hence tlie farmers' distress, and tLe depresseil 
conditiou of Frencli agriculture. Therts is etill a lufgc 
party in the Empire who attriljute the actual agri- 
cultural crisis to Prtie Triide, and declare that thi* 
Free Trade U distasteftil botli to buyer aiid seller. 
Keitber arc content. But as Henri Baudrillart 
has observed in tlie Journal des I^bats, *' Has any* 
body ever seen either buyer or seller in a state of 
content? ThrtiiiglKnit my life I have lieard the 
mcrchaikt say tliat biifciness was bad, and the huycr, 
that prices were too high. Long after, when I liave 
flaked theBe mcrcliants (retired from huaiJieaa on lai^e 
fortunes), why they had always eomplainedj they have 
answered, that they meant, bu^in&ss might have been 
even better than it was." 



CHAPraRTOT 
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There are some dG%ttful bits of old atreet arcbitec 
ture m RennOB; brok^i up ooruers of anGiGQt lath 
juid planter dwelling:* ^ gloomyT OTcrBhwJowiii^ black 
timber-roofs; stack* of buildings leaning at extra- 
ordiiiarj' aagles, against each other; narrow strecta 
darkened vith jntting poles, and all manner of fnn- J 
IftBtic timber work; c^/&, with little rough wooden 
doors- The quays that stretch along the canal are \ 
broad and apacioufl, and hereabouts, tlie pirk-axc and 
the trowel are at work. The liigL, imiform, while »Loue 
houses of Ihc Second Empire are pcepinj^ up in all 
directions, and corcriiig old lath and plaster Ilcnnea. 
Tlic PftlatH de -Tiistiee was the most inlerestitig old 
building I sfLWf not even eitcluding the Ciithedral. 
There was a quaint aneieist air in the pits^ages of the 
P»ilace> blocked in thres or four diroctions with 
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gnarled hgs of firewood. The figarea of Breton men 
and women of the working clnsx jjasairig hi all direc* 
tiona, dud chattering vehctnently over their cases ; the 
men in their short tight jnckets nud their broad felt 
hats, ornamented with a Inr^e huckle, — the women 
short*waiflteii fl.nd higli-Cflppefl ; made a aee-ne in 
these dim^ cold, qniet jjalli-'rifSj thMt acenied to 
belong to a remote time. But the new is covering 
the ohl at a grent rate- The fine new Lyc& Im- 
periftle by the qnsyB, is a fipecimon of the Rcnncfl 
that is to be. The boys wlio are at work under its 
roof will see a Reanes as prira nnd free from hifttari*'al 
relics as Piinlico. 

There 19 an exquisitely picturosc[ue, turabledowu, 
crazy and poverty stiiken old Court or Alley by tlie 
Rue de Touloane, and at a stone's throw from th^ 
Hotel de Ville, The Iflth and planter honsei*, with 
thctr raat] black overhan^iig roofs, pitch and le&n or 
fall back, or are half sank in the earth. Yon cannot 
comprehend how It is that they hold together, or 
that people have tlje hardiliGod to trust th^mvelvea in 
the sloping rooms* There wa» oug old house jammed 
in a comer between two eld walla, that was little 
more than the shell—the skeleton of a hoildin^. 
The pUster wnlU had fallen from the beams, the 
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windows ha:i tumbled out — aye, tUe roof waa gone I 
But people were living in this extraordinanr confusion 
of timhera and tileii. The r-ooti^ss top seamed to be 
& beggar*a auromer-houBe, and showed ai^pu of vege- 
tation. There were some oleanders^ and other plants 
Houriahing amid lines of drying clothes. The stair- , 
cttse was laid Ojien by the falliug of the walU to the 
9trct;t. It had a ghastly look like an cxpusod arteryi 
laid bare hy the knife. A timid stranger would be 
afraid of passing near it lest it should overwhelm 
him. Yot there wore people to whom it was a home. 
Against an old shiny green wall hard by was a vege- 
table atidl;— a narrow roof covered with a fungus 
growth, and from which aome wall -tiowcrs were tpread- . 
iii^ with rank lu^curiancc^ protected thr buxom white* 
capjied countrywoman, who fiat by her leekft aud 
onions and pumpkins. Before the tumbledown 
houses, opposite and right and left, were piled niany 
varieties of cheap wares, rows of cuormyiis sabots, 
strings of goose wings, heaps of blouses, coarse 
crockerj', old caps, rat-traps, biicketfl;— and behind 
them, hrown old women aat knitting stockings or 
gossiping. Strange old men in all kinds of patched 
dressesj shaffled about. One bent veteran of eighty- 
wore a calfs skin coat, and niwu his head the ragged 
hood of a eoldier'a cloak. 
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Let me recomEoead any traveller irlic may chance 
this way to visit the Place Ste, Anne. That is thv 
most extraordinary so^ie of lalh and iilaster in the 
f&teat ibtagCK uf dccny, I have ever giaed upon. You 
feel iuclined to run swiftlj out of the neighbourhood, 
lest the Ph.ce Ste, Anne and its »uiT(}unf1int^ shculd 
fall about your ear&. Some ongiiial specidator has 
ju&t dropped iu the midst of tliis chaos of )joii«es ;t 
new Hotel, which he cnUs the Hotel du Bout du 
Mffftde, 

1 noB often rcmindod of Rouen as I strolled about 
Reiines; not hv ihc word Rouennerie painted every- 
where on the haberdasher's shops, hut by the mixture 
of the old and the new, of the modem Jrou and 
atouCi aud the ancient black timber tiud plueter. 
This timber Aud plaater imist Iiave been very solidly 
put together by the Lambalbis of the siiicictit times. 
Some of tlio indiiBtne8 carried on in the narrower 
*lrcets, are peculiar. The depots of leeclies uppcm^ 
lo flourish. The doctors Iwve not done bla^diTig, 
hereabouts. A little cupboard of a shop waa entitled 
nn EntreprWf for the purifictLtion of bed-fotitliem. 
Two coloBHal grinders painted on a chocolate vriUl 
indicated a dcntiat'a whereabouts. Humble CqfSs 
Jrmoricains abound^ and so do the churcutien, and 
butteTj and vcgctablcj and oyster «hopH. There arc 
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rasc fttorea of the nov faoiout Caraembert cbccH*, 
ripatly jmckcd m straw. l*cha^re, fnrmer at Coet- 
lo^n, n(rar Rennefi, does a brisk husmess in Camcm- 
bcrt a ia cr^tne. The oyetera aro in deep b4i«kote mb 
lit HavrCj nnd are pncked in seaweed. The poultry 
is plump, but then this is the centre of grciit agri- 
riiltural dotr^s. Closp nt hnad is ibe farm of Za 
Prtvalaie, reno>med for its excellent butter, and at 
Rcrmcs iherc arc gR*nt transactions in the poultry of 
Znnz^i Thu artillery men lounging about every 
atreet, the officprfl, cliattpriTig rotind their e^ by 
tbc PalALK dc Ju-*^ticc, tht- ^aunterrr^ itlong the Boule* 
vart by the river-Hide, and the promeniiders of all 
classea, including crowds of Breton nui^es with their 
■o»wy aprons and caps, in charge of (fpr^eoualy 
dirH3<^l L^}|ildreii who gather round tbe: artillery hjiurl 
on the oplnnade by the barracks, that coaiinandi* a 
fine view of the surrounding conutiy : — these, with 
the tight colours and clear air of the plnoe, gii'e it a 
festive, a gay Jispect, There is an i-awyj flourirthiiig 
nmniier about the people. They arc light and indc* 
pcitkdant ; and in the market the wnmeii 4eem to have 
met chiefly for the purpose of enjoying each other'* 
lively eonvers&tt(ni| rather tlvin for the transaction of 
the biuinc4a on which their bread depends^ Easily 
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flows the life in my IldtoL T fount] that it was the 
head quartera of commercial travellers, and I saw 
TQouTidw of cases aod boxes always standing in the 
Hall, But tlic giictftft of the H^tcl de Fmncc wero 
nlways loiingittg about its great court-yard, making 
aodemokiDg cigarettes. The men at the Mesmgt^rte^ 
alsoiti the Hfttel-yard, harneaapil their horses at their 
leisurGj making frequent pauses to point their conver- 
satioTL, The H6tel Cf^/'^in the comer of the yartl was 
a lively scene from uine o'clock in the momiug to past 
eleven at night. The Hdtel cuatomera iucea«antly 
streamed in and out. Tlie commt^rcial travL-tlera 
who were up betimes, returned humming and piifTiug 
little CT^arctteft, between tea and eleven, to a copious 
breakf&8t eoii^ietin^ of cutlets, ham, eheep'e trotters 
cooked in a savoury way, haricot mnttou, portcbed 
cggB, the incTitflble Camembert, and apples and figs, 
and dried fruit : aceompanied with litre deeantprn of 
cider. I wutclicd an elderly gentleman perform upon 
& semi-circle of these diahes placed before him by the 
waiter, With a long pole of bread at his elliow, he 
Q|»eneri upon the poax^hed eggs. Thence he proceeded 
aystcmaticnU^ along tlie aemi-circlc of dishc», uc^^lect* 
ing uone« and pftUAin^ only to cnt away atiother thick 
section of the bread pole, or to rc-invigoratc himself 
with a tumbli?r of cider. He came briskly up at the 
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cud orcr au apple tliat was as kr^ aet a c&tS liccul, 
and [1es|jatchefl this without tlie leaat apparent dis- 
tress. When he had (jnite finished eating, Le calle<l 
for aorae wioe, nnd dratik ofT a gl^ss. By this timo 
he was a little red in the fuce. I felt inclined to beg 
bim to £top, and to assure hiia that I wart qaitc sntiit- 
fied with his prowess. But, dear mc ! This was only 
hia ordinary brcakfn«t> and he testified his imconcci*D 
by trotting off, twirling hia tooth-pick between hts 
teeth. Another gentleman, whom I saw go through 
alt the stages of a Henne« dinner, satit^fied me after- 
wards thiit the breakfast of the elderlv pcntleinan, at 
which 1 bad assialed, was a very ordintiry performance 
indeed. 

After brcakfaiit thi^re was a gCTLcral adjournment to 
the little eafif, where cofTce, and cigarettes, and brisk 
conversation, to aay Dctbiug of billiarcla, and oarda, 
and dominoes, were enjoyed !)y the easy Frendi 
gentlemen of the road. They were, in their way, a 
dissipated, bibolous set; addicted to any number of 
chG{tpe»t of vermouth*, or alfsinthes. They ae«nied to 
smoke indifferently cigarettes, cigars, or pipes ; auj to 
talk to the first comer, whether they had ever seen 
him ia their lives before, or not. Their manners 
WGio decidedly wanting^ boUi in repose and in graee. 
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Over n. game of bczig, for n cigar or a glasa of ale, 
they could get up a fierce excitement, Whea they 
met Again in the evening, tht* doings of th(! afternoon 
at bcBig, or at the billUrd-tAblc, were recounted witli 
lordioary energy, I assisted at one of these 
nitig!4. I thiuk I was the only individual in the 
cafe, except the hotel-kefper himself, who was not 
a commercia] traveller I lemarked that the men 
had many of the characteriBtics of the Eitglish 
" corarQcrcial." Each individual entered with an 
eccentric indopendaut maimer, and did hie utmost 
to appear free -and- easy. One wculd dra^*- a chair 
towarih a table where besig was alrcndy going ou; 
straddle acros« it, plant his arms upuu the chair- 
bock, tip lus hat off hia forehead, and watoh the 
game. Another would hum " Enire Farts H Lyons" 
or Rim n^tat tacri pottr un Sapew," or ftome other 
lyric of the hour. In this company, who gave them- 
aclvca Paris air^, and aflccttd n disdain of the pro- 
TLiicial thai was moat entertaining, there was the 
leading boaster* He wa* a showily-dressed man, 
with fair bushy vrhiHkers. As far bs appearance wok 
couoerued, he might hare (laoaed for an English 
traveller, Unt the vehemence of hifi movcjnents^ hia 
rapid talk, and his ostentatious ci;otisin and conceit. 
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were Freneh. }lc mndc his evening entrance to » 
lively air, and was received with a s>if>ut from his 
companioiift- One. mnn, from a corner, eallc-d for hia 
revenge, wliciv^upon the boaster entered u[x>a a rapid 
and glowinj^ liistory of Ha morning's exploits* 

"Revenge!" said he. "You have had it. Figure 
to yuiirecIveB," ho added, oddresfiiiig the geuerttl 
compariv, — "that I won frona him this morning my 
bock and my vermouth. He in«iated upon his re- 
venge: I gave it liim. We played for a Londrea/' 
With a theatrical gesture the boaster witlidnw a 
cigar from his breast-pocket. 

" There it is ! there is his revenge !" 

T]iea he held the eigar to his car, " If « n bomity, 
par txcmplc" «aid be. "It aing*<" 

The vanqtiisbcd foe inaisted upon another revenge, 
and the bolster was at length penua^led by the com- 
pany to be geiterouft A fimous game of beslg ■ 
en?iUi'd. Everybody crowded round the table, and 
sepEiratetl themselves into parties^ for anil agninitt the 
boaster- The eicit^ment was intense. At length, 
after a pause, tlie booster leapt op, puflhe^l Hiu way 
through the crowd into the centre of the cf{fe, gave 
three pirouettes, and bowed to the company, with two 
eigat-E in bis mouth ; he had won again 1 
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A moroBC, drum-major of & mxm, ax foot liiglij 
with coal-black moustache aiitl im|jerial, appeared to 
tftkc umbrage at the I}Ottster'& success. The dnim- 
major truvelled in groceries, and we» i« some sort 
the boai^ter B rival or corqjjetitor. 

"So you don't go to Brest/' quoth the drum- 
major to the winnner at hezig. This was anid with 
ameer. 

"No, Monsieur," the boaster replied inth a pro- 
found bow» "I do not go to Brestj as I had the 
honour of informing Monsieur this morning." 

Tills wm the sL^'nnl for a wordy otiulauglit on the 
boaster, who defcndefl himself, howeyer, with great 
tenacity and tact. 

"Why should I go to Br«Bt, while there nre 
eighty or ninety people dying of cholera every day? 
What business is doing vhcu nearly everybody has a 
•deatli in the house? I might pick up some two 
thonaand franco* worth of orders. Is it worth risking 
one's life for that?" 

"Or what ia there on four or five tJionaaiid francs^ 
worth of orders?" the dmm-mftjnr retorted sareas- 
tically. ''A triile! Mousleur had better not n»k 
hi« life, especially when wg are told that those 
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who &n; afraid af the cbolerA lire muvt likely to 
catch it," 

The booster protested that he hod not the least 
ftftr; he was only prudent. Be^dcs, he was free to 
go to any towns he pleased, and why ihoLdd be not 
pick out the healthy ones? This pretentioua state* 
mcnt raifKHl a «^horiis of protects. Wiu not the 
bo&ater Goiifincd to a radiu.^? Hod he not Im list 
of towns marked out for him by the house for which 
he travelled? Did any one ever hear of a com- 
mercial traveller who could go where he )>leased? 
The buastur IJsteued through thi? huhbub, and then 
said that there were travellera, and travellers. There 
were thost* who had earned the entire confideocc of 
their employers, and there wcro those who were com* 
pellei to submit to terms and rules. Now, he went 
^thin a certain circucDscriplion to any town he 
pleased, nnd all he had to show his employers wasi 
a given amount of busiuess, douc every inunth. In 
fact, he might be largely in business for himself, 
only he preferred the freedom, and the gay life of a 
traveller. 

"Ah!" cried the drura-niajor, "Monsiciir would 
rather be the traveller than the house. It i:iatftHte^ 
th&t isp at leaat, bizarre.'* 
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A little brisk, dapper, curly-hjittcd traveller inter- 
posed — 

" However, I ahull go to Breet; for I have frienda 
tbfira" 

"Friends ! " tlie boaster exclaimed, *' I ha^ thou- 
Bands. Friends! I have tlicro in everj" comer" 

A grave ninn rose aiitl Irowpcl to the boaster, nud 
Bfdd *' Monsieur is very iacky ! " and sat dowu again. 
And uov a red-headed little man, who must have 
been siTninering up to boiling point fill this time, 
leapt to lis feet, raUed his Itat, and with a awcqj 
placed it upoa the table. He was iu a violent state 
of excitement; but he had only to say he had the 
honour to inform the company thnt no commercial 
man was bound to travel to a city wlicrt- the chulera 
wa* raging. He knew a conunercial friend who 
went to MarseiUeB in the cholera time, and waa 
pinee. He had it for two days, and wae glad to 
moke his escape. With this staLemeut, die excited 
individual sat down and mopped his head and face. 

After this thrilling incident, the driMu-major said 

tliat the excited Monsieur wna perhaps right j people 

who were nervous did best to keep away from the 

danger. 

" Nervous 1'* cried the boaster, "I will let you 
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know whether I have nerri» or not. "Whr, I ^raa in 
Pari* litft year at the height of the chclcra time, for 
«ix dfij^ One DiorniDg I sent out for bread. My 
ctmcieTffe caroc ba<;k, and told me tliat the baker — 
a donne jrosxc femme — was dead — dead of cholera- 
This happened in my own tjuarlier, and I was there 
six day«. Nervous, indeed ! '' 

The coiiv<:rBatiou wandered after wand^ to the 
cuHtoms of various houses^ the tone of each man 
being one of complete and cnntemptuoua independeuoe 
of the house for which he trrxvfUcd. Tlic boaster 
had left his honse twice, and had only been won 
over to join it again by the supplications of the 
partnrn. Then followed a few stones of PariKJiui 
deeds of ^llaotry done by these cxqiiiNtc« of the 
roadj who each affected to think that when he was 
borne into the i)Tovinces by the exigencic* of ba'^inc^s 
the Boulevards des ItaHeue was deprived of one of 
its brigbtpr stars. The cTCTiing wjis n\\ over; the 
cigars were all smoked; the beer, the pcppcrmiut 
water, the rhum, the drops were all despatched 
hv eleven o'clock; at half-paat the ^etit r.imbling 
hotel, that stretched round tlie courtyard over ooaoh- 
houscs, and stablcj^j and oMcea, was in darkness and 
the bagmen were at rest. They would be up betimes 
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in the moFDingj and lounging through the great 
gateway to budness with cigarettes in their mouths; 
and very early in the morning, mine host would be 
on his feetj gliding smoothly and cheerily through 
another day. 

The railway-omnibus man who drove me to the 
station from Eennes was a happy lively old man, and 
carried me along that road^ which he must travel a 
dozen times every day, as though every point of it 
were a charming novelty to him. 
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There will be rcjoidng nl^ng tlie^te ahoreH, from 
Dunkerque to Britnt; titers; will be strttiigc COin- 
motion oti the liaiiks of the Dieppe oyster grouDda, 
as there will be rejoicings alou^ our southern abores, 
v:\uia the conclusioits of the roynl comDii&siQnem 
of unquiry uitu our eeft-liahmcs elinll h^vc been 
made kuowu airiong Keiitiah and Sussex and Nor- 
man and Breton fisbermcu* Tbe commisaioners 
pFOolaiia, after patient inquiry into iho rcaulto of 
coerdvB measures^ and the puzzling artlclea of the 
AnglO'Frcnch Convcatiun for tbc protection of the 
flttberiefi of tlie Iwo countries, that it is beat to 
repeal all Actft of Porbzimciit which pro&ea to 
rc|;atate or restrict tJic moiled of fi»Jiing pur«uod 
in the open sea, "Unrestriclcd freedom of fishing*' 
ift th<j rtgiiite whieh the conimusiouera rocommeiid 
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after having studied the irrilatiiig corrt^spoiidcucc 
whicli ]\tis beea carried on since 1852 between the 
English and French Governments on the infructions 
of the convention pwpfitually committed, ohiofiy 
by llie Colcljcsler oyster-boat*. The terma of tlie 
coijventiou were bo complicated and confused, that 
they appcnred (lesigneil to produce ronilicta between 
the two couiitrit^. Tlie French cruieere took the 
Colcliester boats into Dicpfie or Huvrc, where they 
were detained three or four days. Evidence of thrir 
transgreBsion of the hiw vtsa drawn up, and pre- 
seuted for ai^uatiire to the British Cousutj which 
signature he umforuily decliued to make; so thiit 
the Colchester men went unpunished because Eu^^tiBb 
nui|^9trutoa wouhl not receive the French istatement 
while it was unccrtilicd by the Eugli^^h Consul of 
the French port in which it had been drawn up. 
The cotiseqnenee was tliat the Engliidi lioatn, after 
four days* detention in a French port for iiiJractiou 
of the convention, sailed out and actually reeom- 
mttteil their transgression, uniler the eyes of French 
fishermen, who cniild not imitate the British audacity, 
for the very strong rca^n that tbei^e, being ame- 
nable to French lawn, would speedily meet their 
punishment. This ^evauoe^ which haa justly 
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irritated the Frencli (lO^crumcut for years, aud 
irbich him cttiucd some acrid letters to pass between 
Count Walewski and Lords Malmesbury aiid Clarcn-i 
don, U, if the recommend utiom of tbe royul cctO' 
miMioLcn* 4ti(jiilil l*c acted upon, to disappear before 
coDiplete jrec trade. The comnii&sioucrs a^lvise tkatl 
all reatrictioiLs whioL prevent Toreiga fiahermen frota : 
entering British or Irish ports, for the sale of fiah, 
be remuved in Grent Britnlii and Xn^laai], and that 
measures be taken to secure the like freedom fori 
Bnti^li fishermen in foreigu port*. The iin;)ortfiiiC«j 
of tbiB resolution cau be understood only hy thoAC 
peraous wbo bave closely watched the o{>eratiou of 
the lava which have been from time to time framed 
for the protection by resctriotiouit of open sea and] 
iiiflhore fUberiea- These lavra and regulations have 
been a friiitfiil source of contentions, giving no com- 
penaation for the quarrels tbey produced in the aluipe | 
cf useful ptoti?ction to sea-fisberies^ or benefit to 1 
^hcrmeu. Tiicre have been cries in many quartt^r^j 
for more stringcut laws— for severer restrictions.! 
People were frightened by statomeuts lliat our fish- 
ing grounds were faihu^j and thtit the trnwlera were ; 
recMesftly destroying the source of thnt food whichJ 
is tJte pliysical salvation of our poorer claAse». Tlie] 
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ctfimtiiflBi oners linvc tiuiinl tlie complaints ot ilrUl- 
net fishermen agiuDst trsiwl-iiet fishermcnj and tlie 
defence of these alleged destructives. Tliey had 
before them pUchard'Soinc, or circk*-tiet fiehoriai^u, 
in controversy with drift-uet fishermen. They have 
heard what liTie tifibermen h^ve to any against 
trammel neta; they have listened to bean- trawlers 
aud lon^-linc Hahermciij and they have patiently 
!)uefltioued the prophets of evil as well as witncssrs 
of sanguine temperament who even put their hope 
in trawUiietft, hiid declare, lilce the fish saleamnn, 
Jaiucs PiigCj that the more the bottum of a finhing 
gromid t» trawled over the better it is. And the 
cotumisionera' concluaion i& that abtuilute freedom 
is the best law that can be set over the sea- fisher i cm, 
ijot oiUy of the Unitei Kingdom, lint of every othur 
kingdom. 

It is beyond all doubt ridinilous that, while our 
fiBhermi^ii and the fifihcrmcn of this cootit ore ro- 
ntrieted and compelled to observe a three*milc limit 
irom the shore, Belgian and Duf^i boats may, not 
being fettered by any international treaty engage* 
mcjntei, S»h when or where or in whnt mnnnor they 
like. In parting from all reatrictions over fisher- 
men, England and France will be only following; — 
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and at a distance — the example set by the Dutch 
nioe years ago. Down to 1857 the Dutch fisheries 
were protected, or rather burdened, with many re- 
gulations. Places of fishing, lines, and nets were all 
under severe rules. So severely were the fisheries 

jj; protected that, like over-nursed children, they lan- 

guished. In 1857 the Dutch, seeing an industry 
debilitated by being swathed in legal bandagea, cut 
them all away, and sent forth their iishing-boata 
upon the ocean iree as the sea-gulls. At once the 
'^ industry recovered its strength and prospered, aad 

now the anxiety of Dutch fishermen is not as to the 
catch, but as to new profitable outlets for the sale of 
their fish. The only restriction the Dutch Govem- 
meot have maintdned is the branding of their 
herring barrels; this brand being a token of a 

^ specific mode of cure, which gives value to the 

herrings in the market, as our Scotch brand is a 
token of the quality of the herrings in the markets 
of Poland, Bohemia^ Austria, and Russia. 

l|' Yet we English and French are debating about 

nets, and irritating ourselves over a controversy on 
the infiueuce of shrimp fishing over flounders ! We 
have cruisers in the Channel prying into the tackle 
and measuring the whereabouts of fishing-smacks. 
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We hnve Ordera in CJouticiL about the removal of 
oyster* from oue private e:round to another. Every 
ovster is protected by ft license from unroremonioiiw 
Teuiov«il from its imtivc bed to n roreig;u grouiiil. 
Even a apedul license is ncccaaary in surac citst«, as 
wheiJ in tlie "close spason" Irish oysters thiit have 
been recruiting streogtli and mnking Be^h ut Fal- 
mouth arc removed to the Thames, We have re- 
strictions of "doubtful legality/' which operate upon 
the soutli coast, wlnle ou the east eoAst^ witlun the 
limit find in tbo estuary of tJio Tharaca, people 
dred;j:e tind sell oysters exactly as they please. We 
have compelled the cessation of summer dredging; 
the eonsequence is tliat ovater groniida have been 
covered with wccda and slub, in which the spfit hus 
been choked. This iujurious restriction doca not^ 
howe\*er, KCCoiiDt for the failure of Ikte year» in tlie 
yield of oyst«rs, nlheit it hna done a ^ood 9linn> of 
the harm. It seems to bo decided tluit the fuilure of 
the ovBter-spat ban been general everywhere. A 
brood that four years ago was worth only five shil- 
lings the "wash," was worth twenty shillings at the 
beginning oflaat year. Ourdred^ngand the taking 
of young oysters may partially account for the actual 
BTcity, hut the f&ilure of spat is tbe mR\u cau»e of 
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tbe fieflcieiiC7. Tlie failure of brcod haB been re- 
marked by the oyster fisbcmicn in the duep Chaunet 
bodft, vfifo^, howevnr^ the Mock i* ho immeoae that 
no ditnmution of tiikc hiui yet bc<^a ex|)(?noDGccl: 
"CbaiiaclB" ^re stilt plentiful ; and, beting lar^ge an<) 
coaiw^, Bxc KM<t to be in grtMit demand at fairs and 
rsiCGa throughout thn country. It is thi^p oystfrA 
Hhit'b arc ciLportctl from Kewharcu to tlic northcro 
porta of France where tlicre are pares. The Kentish 
and Essex beds for vmnll oy^teri* ali'o find their way 
to FTflnee, ranny of th<^m being dnwlginl by Jt'.TMiy 
boata thht an? not pivrticulur in olncrviDg the legal 
restriction 3» to size. 

We arc naturally fturj'nMMl to 1in(1 that the arcidea 
of the Anglo- French Convention irhich regulate Ih© 
Channel oyster fisheries, as well as our own Java 
which operate on oui coa^t, are in oppoaitioa to the 
system which has been pursued m the catuary of the 
Thaoioft frouk aucicnt times, and ^hieh has produocdf 
and does produce, abiuuhuit crops of the lin^t aystvrs 
in the world. In tlivae tisheries the brood ia dredged 
regarvlleasofthe Afason of the year or of tlinngcof 
the finh, to be laid down on the private Wdx on tbo 
cooJFt of Kent and Sussex— beds that arc the propeny 
of individuals or companies. Among these ojvtcr 
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fiahmes are the welUkuowti odc^ of WhitsUible and 
Faversliaia, nod Colchee^ter and Bumbam. Thc«c 
great soiiroea of oyster supply are lepleniahed by 
summer dreftgmg for brood ou ttie public gniuitclg 
off tLe Keiiti8h and Eatiex coasts. But this brood 
Ins f;iiled of late years, as it has failed in other direc- 
tionSj not by ov('r-tlr edging, Ijiit from natur;^! caiieeti, 
which have not been ascertained. It mav have been 
*raothcred or devoured by auusual swarms of five* 
fiDgRrs. But the season of de-arth. whieh hufi roived 
the price of oyster* to an cxtrnvaganl figure will pass 
away, it is the belief of the Colchester and Whitstat*l€ 
fishermen; artd the reappearance of the spat on the 
public grounds will molte the private fishenea m the 
eatuuries of the Tliimics ones more the most pro- 
ductive oyater-heds in the world. 

It ivill be. I npprelieod, interesting to the EugliUi 
|iuh1tc at this time to contrast the manner m wliioh 
oyster lishenes are tarried on in this Bay of St. 
Brieuc, find indecii all along the Normnn ami Breton 
coast, with the aDCLL^nt Wbitstable Corporation or 
Guild of Piahernicn, ajid ihc Uccu*cd oyfttcr fishor* 
men of Colclieftter, At the same time it cannot be 
uninteresting to ub to ascertain how far the French 
are prepared to reciprocate the eomplctc free trade in 
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fi»h which the royftl commjsfiiouers have proposed. 
The importance offish as an article of fooii has been 
preesed upon puLlic attention by the increaaed priee 
of meat. The highly valnable properties of fi^h, and 
its inexhanatible abundance, must, as scientific knoir- 
led^e is spread, compel Governments to do all that ia 
them Hca to promote the growth of fi&Lerieti, and to 
ckar awuy llie heavy duties that are levied in ftome 
of the continental ntntes on fish — which, \tbtn com- 
bined with oil, butter, or bacon, is the only complete 
substitute for butcher's meat The Inte Professor 
Johnston analysed aome of the more plentiful tlaben 
of'onr waters. 

He found tlial, in tlie common sea fishes — ad ibft 
skiite, the liaddock, aud the herriugi the nntritioua 
element greatly preponderated over the warmth- 
imparting: clement. Skate, for iustanco, cotisista of 
97 parts of iibria to three parts of fat. The haddock 
aud herring cotitaiu D3 partu of fibrin lo eight of fiitj 
while the salmou, a sea Qud river fish, lias only 78 
part* of fibrin to 22 of fat. In fresh water (iah, the 
warming element propondcrat^s, as in the eel, where 
thf fat ifi in the proportion of 56 pfirts to 44 of fibrin. 
According ty Professor Johnaton'ft analyaca, salmon 
is the fish the tintritious proportions of which make 
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the nearest a[)pi'oLtch to tliosc of biitclior'a meat. Pr. 
Joseph Brown, obaerring od the deficieacj of the 
&tt^ or warminj^ dement iii sea fish, su^jcgt-'ata that its 
cprrective U found in the nWy matter which ftll fish- 
caters it^i^ockte with il, either ba r sauce or iu it« 
cookery. He ob&ervea: — '*Ia our climate, butter; 
iu Italy, Portugal, and other southern Europt^iri 
re^klmsj where the olive grows ntid is fruitful, oil is 
the assocmtc It Wiia my lot, in the verj- early part 
of this cirntury, to JwcU for year* in otie of the renlm^ 
mentioned — Portugal. The maiu and aubstaiitiiU 
food of her poptilntJou — und they were 3,000,000— 
was fi&h fried iu oil. Their subsidiary food whs finiitj 
of which, especially of oranges, tli^ had abundance, 
and hreail. Plesh-meat was never taated, nor evffn 
thought of, ftmoug the peasantry of the hmd. Their 
beverage was their thin country wiuGp J found 
them a vigon>us, hardy, and emiueufly hravc people, 
the worthy allies of Britons in many n woIl-luu;(ht 
Held. This is testimony, derived from long ami trx- 
teusive observation, to the nutritious i>ower of fish. 
I cnimot hel|j looking forward with tjoiifidcncc to the 
day when the 1]«h of our «tr^ame, tind oepecially that 
of the oceuiij which niuriuLU^ round our rockin, will 
contribute much more largely than it now doe« to 
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supply a wcil-aaccrtttincd wont of tbc people of £ag 
hnd-" The doctor nttadic^ no undue irojiortance t 
fi$h 03 an clcmcat in the food supply of the people; 
It is most satisfactory to Iciiou' that tlif^ fi«tk whiot 
the UiUin^Bj^alo ftalesmen describe tw offaJ ia tb< 
highly uutritious (i»U, arid that the iiK^reaMcd meaiu 
of conveying the commoner dcHcriptionB of fish 
market has put nn end ta the old wu^te, wli«n 
vtt% uut unusuiil to throw awny hidf tlic fiHh cuu^h 
on a voyage. "Now," said a great Billings^at 
salesman, " we don't throw away a fish's eye, Sonn 
nf our b;tfih<ds m»y cnly fetch Sb., whiUt others wl 
I'otcli j63 or £4, We liave food for the poor, an' 
food for the rich." There has been a gradual i 
rrcaae in the price of the better kinds of fish of la 
ycim, in France as well as in England. Thcmarkoti 
of the fish salcsincu have been infinitely extended bj 
the railways. In the summer months a conaidcralili 
ifiU|Hjly uf soles is unHt daily frotn the London fish, 
inarkct to Paris. FUli ia now ati ordinntr nrticlc 
consumption iu inland towns, but the price has ni 
risen so fust as the increase iu tlie demand j for t! 
good roasouj that tfio fiHhcrman'n oecnTi field* 
uuliroit4ul, and that all Ke has U} do in order to in 
crcaae hiB harvest is to work a larger vt^scl luid 
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greater sweep of liahing gear. The increased tlemnjiti 
has ruined a sonie-time poor deprt^setl iadustry iiito 
*L flourishing and eve^-iticr^Admg one, Wo are tolrl 
tliat tbe uumTjer of British fi^liermeii has nearly 
doiUjlcd within the last twenty yeftr*- So great has 
been the iuoreused supply, that e\"en in Manchester 
the pn<;o of fi&h has not increased during the laat 
seven years, while some rarieties, as pliiice and brill, 
have actually decreased. I'tie aujiply of this precioiis 
food Wf)ukl appear to be in exhaustible. We are told 
tljat on tlm vrt^fiteru part o? the Dodger Bank it b 
not uncomman for a single trawl vessel to takc^ in a 
three honrn' tra\*l, from two to throe tons'' weiplit of 
fish. A smaisk owner hns mentioned a reeeut case 
in whicti five Ljf bU vessels caughi. seventeen UniH uf 
fish ia one night. Then there is ihe famous Rye 
Bay, where fishermen of thcao coasts trawl in com- 
pany with Briti^li tiahernien, and fteeare immun^e 
tnkee. But Kormau aud Breton fiT^lieroicu liave not 
kept pace with tbeir British bietlu'cn, and the Paris 
fish supply bears no reasonable proportion to that of 
Loudon, which consumes aa great a weight of ^sh 
aa of beef. The supply of both capitaU is capable 
of va»t inirrea,He, beforu which the actual ridiculous 
prices charged by the retailer would full. This 
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i9taiUlf-«t(^ get» an t^uormoxxn profit. The butcher 
i% n moat reasonable tmdci wheu compared witli the 
6ahED0ngcr. Onc-fifth of the Gctoibh Ocean, be- 
tween Eui^lojid and the ehorca of Nonnatuly in 
occupied by hnnk» tlint together equal the suiirrHeial 
urea of Ireland. Tin* iramciisf fi^hiti^-ground will 
yieli to lK>th countries roorc fnod per acre ia « vecAi 
than the ncht^t luitd cau yield of com iu s year. 
The sefentcen tons' weight of fi«h which, n& men- 
tioned above, one smack owner reaped in a Kin^rh? 
ui^lit, \b reckoned aa an amount uf wholesome food 
a|Uftl in weight tothnt of fifty cattle or three hundred 
sheep. The conclusion which the royal commissioners 
harr rCHPhed i< incontrn vert i hie, Thev sav : — "Therr 
arc few nicoD» of cntcrprijic that prcaent better chances 
of profit than our sea-tiaherics, and no object of 
greater utility could he iianicd than the de^^clopmcnt 
of entcrpnao, still, and Tneehanicnl iugiminty, which 
iiLif^ht be elicited by the periodical c^hibliiona and 
publiontions of an inflLiential aonety, specinlly dcroted 
to the British fiaheries" — and to foK'ign fisheriev 
dtfo, I would re&]7eotfiil]y eue^eet. I have already 
drawn the reader's atiencion to the depressei] eon* 
dition of the Jialierice on thi« anrth convt of France. 
The fittliermen of Dieppe and Lc Pollct look wiih lew 



«AiNT n&iiuo. 



299 



fiivour ou iheir vocation year after year. They limd 
lul>oriou8 daya and nightSj and euro less thaii in 
d^y* i^ne by. They are aufforing from that depres- 
mou wliidk wfta cxpeneucL'd by Britisli flahermen some 
thirty years Ago. The trawlers have uot been their 
enemies. Ttiey have auflered, and are auffering, 
fi'om wuot of cupitul iiad onterpiise. They want 
free» ^uick way» to new niaikets. Tht*y want a 
system offish supply for Paris and other great towns. 
Tliey want, m short, free trade, not only n^ re^^artls 
the foreigner, but throughout their native land. 

All intern atiomd eshibitioo of fishing tackle nnd 
Ijoats^ with all plans and aystcmii for the preservation 
or cultiire, or taking of fi«l^ ia amiouneed to be held 
at Boulogne during this spriiigj (I80G). Such an 
exli]l)itioD n:tay be turned to good acconnt by the 
iishermcQ of the two countries. Hereat trawlinjr, 
open and close aeaeom^ the regulation of 6shiag 
grounds, the efleet on lurgin" fish of shrimping, 
oatreo-cullure, French and English methods of rear- 
ing and fattening antl greening the oyster, the value 
of the brand in the herring tr£,de, the better niethcds 
of packing and keeping li?3b, the creation of mlaud 
fish markets — these are among the Bubjects which 
would fall, with advantage to sea-fi*kheries gencmlly, 
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vithiu the fcopc of a lisljcrmati'* conjireaB. l^sbcr- 
men of thfi north have eomethiDg to Icam from tlwir 
hrrthr^ii of th« soiitli of RnrojH*. Tlie ovater traw- 
lers of the Euglinh and t'rcndi conrt^ nmy poa*ibly 
get hint from the fialicrmcn of Minorca, vrho di»e 
upOD the oyeter beds. There is surely mucli to leani 
h*jm the divcie autlioritiea who huve had eipeneiKi© 
of the culture of the oyster from the timi- of St:^m 
Orata to the year when M» Coste began hi* cxpcri- 
fncnls. Tbp history of ciystcr culture m the Lake 
Pusaro (the Acherou of Homer) is full of interest 
and of instriK^tion. It is a hii^tory that led to the 
first attempt at the artificifll jjroduction of oysteri, 
whicli wutt made, nt the itiitigRtioti (jf M. C<«te, in 
thiA iUiit hay ill the aprla^ of 1858. In April of this 
year three millions of " mother oysters" wcrt laid in 
the Bay of St. Bricuc, They vere brouffht (rom 
OaucaIo or Trequier, and t^ome from th« opea •««, 
Ki^ht years h»ve pasned ctmre tht-se three iniUionE* of 
n]oUu»ki» vent to the bottom to distribute their spat 
and create a vast nursery of food. Let us ace what 
has beeome of tbem and their proj^nyi 

There U a scarred, weiitUer*beatenr wounded old 
fisherman dwelliri|; at the month of the Gouct at tbe 
exact point vhere the nver emptier it»elf into the 
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Day of St, iiricuc. llis long stragi;ling hut, with & 
fieriea of uncouth julditious hoMiag to it in all direc- 
tions like barnncles upon ft ship, is a onpltiLl speciuien 
4)f a prospcrrous tifilLermiiu'ft home, The outer ^alls 
are ornamentcil with j^rttt^rus made ont in sb*:ll5 of 
various kinds, but chiefly in oyster ahdls. One 
broad, unbroken wall i« given np to tiie delineation 
of a ^gaiitic nncltor dniwu with the same hiiady hjuI 
suggestive uiat<*ri*Ll», This slraiigc straggling p]Aec> 
flith butts, and baakuts, and poles, aud spars, and 
masts tumbled &ud piled about itj is ou the very 
Wink of the atccp aliun?; and under the Uttk' win- 
dows lit- dancing ligktly ou the nijjid tide tho little 
ficet of dredgiu^ and (i^hm^r boala. Beyoud stretches 
the bay, well protected by the Killa. A tiny white 
pier dips timidly as a lady's foot, into the sea. A 
amftll lighthouse guides the hai'dy fbhci'meu to the 
Gouet, A gmnd, rugged^ deeply-veined eminence 
dominate* tlje whole scene, crowned by the ruiji9 of 
the aucient tower of CessoUj all that remaius of a 
mighty fortress raised by Duke John IV. in the 14tJi 
century. This broken towor i^ nil tfiat with&toorl the 
explusioti, when, by order of HuEirj' IV., a mine was 
laid under Ibe fortress to destroy it. The tower ia 
LOW a useful hmdiuark to the pilot-^. No less than 
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6U0 shipB paas it everj year on their way to tlie 
port of ic Legue, which is not more than a quarter of 
ft mile up lliG river- The port of le L^giie is engaged 
cliiefl^ ilk the Kewiuu Lid land cod-fi«lieiy. Ahout 40 
ftliijiK k«v(! this port every year for Newl'uiuidliui()^ 
and then repair to the southern iiorth of Frances nrd 
to tlie ]>ortB of Italy, with their fish. 

Tlie niidetil mariner, i\w eitt-rlur of urlio^i; habl- 
tatioii I hnvc described; is the oniclc of the little 
fishing village, which h thruat in a diftordcrly, but 
pictiiroequc, way in the fissiircR and indentations of 
the roeka. Hia rambling domain stands upartj as I 
have said, on the very brink of the shore. He is as 
near thefteaashc call possibly get. As I approached 
the tillage he wfl» etar^diug at his door. A titroii^ly- 
knit frame ; vast, brown, guarkd, and knotted linuda; 
a merry eye, set in & face almost beaten black by 
vtortnn innnmerftlile ; a broad, aensiioua month; » 
coaree blue gu(^ru?§ey, drawn over ihc bodyj tt f^rcat 
WL>ol!en comforter, drawn again find ngam^ almost to 
the compass vt' a life preserver, ronud the thronl ; a 
pair of prodigious wooden aabotg upon the feet ^ And 
for a crown, & bulky, sbupeleft* fur-c:ip that bad had 
many a aea bath. This was the figure that shambled 
stitfly forward to offer me welcome and hob|iitality. 
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The ioierior of the mariHur't» liunit^ ^as more perplex* 
iTig tlinn its exterior. To begin with, it wa* all in a 
deep gloom> Everything in it appeared to be of a 
(Jftrk wnabcrtiiil< I could porcoivo on entering, how- 
ever, that the marhier bad au eye to biisineas on 
«horu uis well as afloat. He wa4 retfanrateitr and 
tobacco merchaut. Some little bniss iiealcs glittcrwl 
upon a TOngh coaator in the darkncsa. Thcro were 
boxeft and canisters, and broken brown-psper packei» 
of the cheapest cigars of the riffk, I was led (and it 
was necessary to be led) into the common room — a 
low, louf;, dark place, ivith black bencher* aiid fonust 
in it, iind two or three windows not much larger than 
a child'd alatc* At the end waa a groat deep hf^arth, 
where a wood fire was STuouldorin^, nud in the corner 
of whicTi was the atool^ »ucrcd alway* to the use of 
mine host, the sagacious mariner. T^o window:* 
lind been cut in the end of tliis strange cabin for the 
convcuiencc of our niafineT who could ^cc throngh 
thenij without stirrifig from his chimney-corner, all 
that waagoii^g on afloat at the mouth of the river, 
! ere-ry sail tbnt approached it or left it. 
lie was a blafi', familiar, hearty, euuniag hurt, was 
LIS same ilreton nmriiier. He motloticd me to n 
ool opposite him at tho great fire, and be^au bv 
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telling mc tliat the dowryrowe (his wife} had fiooo up 
to the town to murket. Then, tiimiug to one of ivu 
village girlfl, whose big white caps looked like anow- 
flalcca iii the darkuoe«— " Now, child," he onid, "Fli 
make the aoiip/' 

His face lit up at the bai^e idea; and then he ua* 
foid^i a Uit of the good tilings he noiiltl offer me> 
He had everything of the best, aiid had got this lM!8t 
titkder peculiar eirciimstancoK. lie hnd a few glosses 
of Miila^ — but sucli MuUj^u ns it wne not often 
given to ordinary Tuortnls to ta^ie— left iu the laet 
battle. Miidt'ira ! He aliutthl Hki- lo see his Mudeim 
tnatehed. He would make a soup equal to nuy to he 
hud in the be»t restuuranta of ParU. He turned to a 
rnnn in a blouae, who eat apart &i]?ntly drinking nny- 
tliing thut waa offered to him, to aupporc any of bis 
boastful Bentiment« ; and he refreshed this man with 
oecaHEouul drops of brandy or anything that Vfa& st 
haud- He helped himactf a]s<> pretty frciJy. He 
smoked the cigars with a relish, and, when be opened 
Ids huge nkoutli to receive one, I thought it niuet 
h& lost tn the cavity. He dipped hia shnggy head 
towards a ctek iti the corner. That wa» trnndy, 
but it la«tcd him only a very short time. I was 
ooiupelleil to take a glanec at the store-loom^ an 
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indescribable coiifUBioQ of canks and tubm, nnd l}oxeK> 
and bottles. Tbe mariner's eyes glcwcd like live 
cr>aU from Iiis chimney-corner, aa be watched my 
expression of aatonUhmcnt, It wm iiot under kU 
roof you would die of hunger, he said. As he dwelt 
on tiis copiooB stores, he gently twisted a large iron 
kettle, or wnTi<H*pan, in the flame* of ihc UFood liro. 
This was tlie opcaiug operation of laia soup manu- 
facture. When the iron caiililroii was quite hot, he 
threw a plateful of batter into it, aad chuckled, aud 
looked round at n», a» it hi»^ed aud b(|nirted. In 
a few minuteb a dish of vegetuMert wuh brought in 
by a stout country ln*s, and pitched into the melted 
butter. The delight of tlie mariner increased, and 
he nabbed his great hands, and chuckled in his 
throat, Tlie progress of the soup ma^lc hira garru^ 
Ions; and many a good Btorj of stormy nights by 
that river's month, and of tough %htR with that 
raging *ca, did be ponr out while Ic stirred the 
cauldron with a loufj metal spoon. He van kno^^ 
far and wide for )m daring and i^kill n« a sailor, and 
for his shrewdnosH and ahnrpncsn m a bn^inesp* mau 
ashore. A St. DrieLic moAi, who knew liiin well, 
altcrwanis said to me, of my Breton manner, " Hud 
he not been so fond of the law lie woidd have been 
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rich lutig befure tliis," I reniumlicrtHl llint the uliivf i 
fltorv he told mc himself over the fat fume* of his 
ctaldron vftv* of a voyage he had miulcntone to Br^t 
to eturpmo n debtor. I£fi hiul been puxsUng Kimwlf 
all day how he Ebould get at tiim* The railway was 
not o]»eii tlieu. By huid the journey would be 
costly. Thinking over it, he saw a Irini little boat 
of his riding mcrriJy at her mooriui^a- It wa« getting 
towards uiglit* The wind waa risiug. Not luiuiy 
would iiave ventured out ; but he thought to himself, 
it is not the firat tiine 1 have been out in a stormy 
tiight, and thi!^ wuy it will cotit lue iiotliuig, ixnd I 
ahull drop upon my man when he least txpiict* mc. 
Without ^ying a word to amhodyj and niuking 
some excuse to his wife, he dropped into bia boat, 
with a couple uf butlkH of wiiic! and a bag of food; 
And waA oS. Lirt the reuiler glaiicc at the map, oud 
at the north-west comer of France, west of St. Malo, 
hu will fmd the Bay of St. Brieuo. Tht-ii lt?t him 
foUow thti brokcu and tUji^crouo eua^i Uiettcc to 
Brents Tliis voyage did the Breton mariner accom* 
j)lish ulonc in hia litlle boat, aftei-, as he Ktddj the 
tou-;hefit fl};ht h& ever hud with tlie nca. His Lands 
weru worked atiA torn to piectx 
The coiamitndaut of the port at Bre^t could hiudly 
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believe his eyes w\ivn he saw him Inud. On hi« way 
a brig had apokeu him, thinking he muBt be in 
distress, or oseaped Erotn a wreck. But he tiod 
answc^retl that he wua nil right, and had otily licggod 
them to let him down a bottle of wine and some 
bwcuit by a rope. 

"And I found my man/' So the mariner ended 
!iia story, in which he showed hlmitlf to he a hardy 
and skilful aoamaii, and a redoubtable creditor. 

After a few pints of boiling water had been ponrcd 
into the sonp r^auldrou, there was a taf*tiiig bout, 
wliicli ended in several additions of salt !\nd pepper, 
&c. At this }>oint a very old man, with a Uttle, 
ntddy, hut alirunken face^ almost hiddi^u under the 
shadows of his Breton hat, hohhlcd up to the marinrT. 
Tlie uiau in the blouse nodded at me fartircly from 
his corner^ as much as to say, "Hero you m\\ ftjid 
our friend in the moslics of the law atfaiu/^ The old 
maa wna the nrariner'a aervtiut. The miiriirer wa* 
eager for newe. The poor old man was tcothleas, 
and seemc^d overeomi' with fatigue, and Iiad the 
i^reatest diffiailty in getting out hi» alory. But it 
appeared at last that our mnriuer had been sum- 
moned, with hi» servant, before the ju^c de pair. 
According to the mariner'^ eipianatiou, a quantity 
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of oil fruio II luutcru hwl Iwcii npill uver liitut»elf u»l 
his old servant ; and for this wron^ whicb he bad 
Kuffercd th^/ujfe de pa'w IliuI inipc^ed oik him a fine 
4>f one friLDC nnd vl half. 1 strongly suspect th^t my 
friend, rcturainfj: home poasibly hetweeu more than 
detix rijiji, liati upset tbo plaiiitiffV wall-laiit*Tn. 1 
should explmii that in this primitive comer of Fmnce, 
where the people's hahit» arc muith the nitntR tm thcj 
wore centuries u^y, the iiihubitimta* hook ti Jautcru 
aji^nst their walU hy night. In the dark and tonit- 
ouft fttraela of old St. Bneiie the littU hinterna 
iLgiiinnt the vralls, here indicating u rude cafS and 
there a aiiiall grtJceHa or Imkcr's shop, mnke a most 
curious aud puzuling ctFcct. aa they are al various 
heights &A\d unequid distaucea. Acoordlitg to my host, 
tlie grctlm of a judge had fined hirn fur liiiviDg 
Hpoilcd \m clothes with lamp-oil; and^ jud^g from 
the suit which the defendant woi*e ^lieu 1 ha^l ihe 
honour of timking Im acquniutance, it woLild take oil 
the oil a very substantial lamp could conTeoicntly 
hohl to make mueh obviiiUK eit'eet upon tliem. 

Oiir majnncr vaa a very good follow nt lirjirtj 
ouly he waa exccsftivcly vaiu aud boaMfuL Ilia two 
little ctiihirei bounced up to him from nclioiJ, carry- 
ing prodigious sHci'ift x>{ bi^od and butter, and wauttnl 
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to know when the soup would he ready. Tlieir 
ftank and fearless manner showed at once what kind 
of a man their ^ther was. His strong vibmtiujr 
voice fell to & hoarse whimper when he eatd : " Tht^rc 
ia all 1 have left. The rest are goue/' Then be 
related to me ho^ he nan aeiidiu^ ttiem to school, 
how he should Iravo thrni hread to eat ; thon how, 
Again, his poor hrotUcr'a cliildi^a liad been left oa 
hiB hands. He had to look after them. One would 
absolutely he a priest, hdJ nothing else; another 
would itaj-t a little cabaret in the ro&dside cottage 
which Ifclonged to them, and which he should haw 
fitted up for hira, II wiis, indeed, curiota to ninrk 
the wise forethought, and to follow the prudent 
plana, of this rough wenthur- beaten fiiilicrraiin, who 
was perched here, apart from the world on thw wild 
coast, with (t^^hermen for his chief companions. He 
could rend and write, he had pir^kc^d tip «ame Nor- 
wc^giun and souie EEigll&h fi-ont the sailtjrv of Lc 
L^gue. His En^hah was a ridiculous misinre of the 
coarsest siiilcr^' slau^, antl, I prcaume, the ror- 
respfniding slang of bis Xorwcgian teaehera. He 
had lived in Loudon, he told me, two years; and, 
he added, be could write EngUsb perfectly welL 
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Bui this wwi II botti made, I think, to daxde the 
man in the blouse. 

I dwell on ihc lialiititioii aud c&pericnce of Ibu 
BrctOD mariner bccaufO they aLow bow Fortune 
Bmit(?H in thi^ uulikcliefit places vfhett patience und 
jirudeiicf! woo her. Tbm mariner was owner of five 
(jf the flcut of boats under hi* humble windovn. 
AU bia life he bad bccu steadily fij^hting, and iraa 
«till lighting, hy ftca and laud, for vorldly goods; 
taking eare never to remove bimaelf from the claae 
to which ht cn-i|^iii&Uy belringod, nor to put o& a 
ML-t of ci:t>ct!9ive hubitrt that would consume in hta 
luisim^j aiy of the fruit of hia labour. He had 
tit»hennau'« uiuplc habits (he told me they 06- 
ciuionally adde^:! tub to the soup, when it bcuuiuc 
mnirni^ccut] with tht? LraJing nians eiiuning and 
prudence. IIU cccrgy must huvc been prodigious. 
Ko woEKlt-r he had a shambling gait< Ht^ ha<l had 
both KiH U^a crushed in notne (uiddc^nt b(;ttvt;en two 
Ixiatd, and he showed me that they were atiJl tightly 
bandaged from the ancle to the knee ; anfl }ie luf^ured 
me that they had been in this condition for years, 
They troublcrd him »o much tliat he never wc»t to 
bed, but slept always perched up in a chair. Hovr- 
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eveTj liL* 1i£L(I bocD acciia^omcd to clc^cp iti iioailiun^ 
far lesa comforuble than tliia. He vaa as handy 
now in a boat as he had ever hecn — bs he was irheii 
he found the dog. The do^ id qucBtiou was il 
shnggy Scotch terrier, who liad tukcn a great fancy 
to me froai the moment 1 reached his maJitt'r'.'* 
firesii^e. It appeared that ftnr mariner liad picked 
the poor AuiniFi] off the deserted wreck of a north 
country brig sonne yearn ago. Master and tloj5 were 
great friended, and it struck me that the dog wa» 
ftttrapted to me by henniig me speak Eugliah to il» 
muster when I was testing the maritier^* kaowledge 
of my native tongue. The Englisli words or tones 
possibly struck & chonl in the poer brute's memory ; 
at lefl^t I tboa;,'lit «crat the time, and record the im- 
presAion. Here was a man who could earn a dinner 
for his family by sea or land, and could cook it wlitn 
he had earned it. I hwi never before aeen ao com- 
plete ft coinbinatifju of the hearty^ dariuf^, hftr^ly 
siiilor and the liair-splittfiig, covetows triLtU-n he- 
ferriug, later in our inlervic^t, to his stormy run 
to Brest, he finished it off by telling me tfiat he had 
4e1d the boot in which he made tltc trip, to it eiIuiI* 
iow-witted neighbour for 150f,, «Tid that it was not 
wortli 150 40ua. 
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Expcnenoe^ had taught me Umt it was meoG«fiftrj 
to be very dincreet, and to Rpproach mj eubj^ct 
delicatelj rikI grAdimUy, in order to get the bc&t 
iufarmation out of an tcuXe worldly feflow tike 
my fnctkd tlic Dri^ton marinrr ; for the Breton, like 
the Norman, will uot know much if you directly 
ask him a few quofitioiis about the agriculture, cr 
industry, or ^omruercial progress ot hia country* 
It 'w «iir|]ri!titig, indt^E^U, tu find how IiLLIb auy tiuui 
knows id thij& or the ucij^hhourin^ procinoe about 
anytliia]^ buitouiuUei^ liim that is foreif^n to hie 
miticr. Bvlug loc^uttrd ut tbe Hotel of the Wliit^ 
Ci'ous, purdied at tlic Uii^hoat poiut of St. Bricuc 
(the hotel wbicli U rccommciided iu the Imiicateur), 
I took an early o^portimity af a^kiog a Briochin a 
few quoMtiwu about the industry of St, Bricuc. 
"Dame, lljcrt- is uoae!" I reuiarked that there 
was a port iu the lallcy far below. Hl? gnuited tb*t 
there wils le L^gue, and that there were ahipa 
there, aud aomc of tlom weut to fish for ood. Then 
I jsaid, " All these fiuc hill-side^ of tlie Ooti^t aud 
the Gouedic, I am told^ are remarkable for their 
prolific vegefable crtipa. Theti your depart.roaut-^ 
the Cote» du Noid — la renowned for its hor»c«/' 
lie merely anfjwered that it was true, and he ad* 
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uiittod that there were quarries of bine granite 
worked in the fanbourff of tUc Gouedic. lie ad- 
mitted, in fine, th&t my iiiforinfttion was correct, but 
ho would or could not add anything to it. 

He vas particular in hia inquiry as to the reaftfih 
why Monaieiir desired itll these details. I think 
he was ninus(?i1, (linving discovered thn.t I ff«a not 
of any ti'ndc)> at the absurdity of my being in* 
terested in any. I liired a man to pilot me down 
the eteep descent by vhich le Lfgue is readied 
from St. Brienc I hnd a dpb^htfiiUy picturesque 
walk, the nmil bemg cnlivcued by grunp of da'K)- 
rateiy-capped market women ; and presenting at each 
winding or its preeipiton^ course, fresh und delightfid 
varia.tiona of hill and d&ie. When wc reftch^ the 
quays of Ic L^gue, I hogan to que§tlon my guide 
on its commerre. He ha<l been recommended to rae 
n3 a remarkably intclhgent, well-informed man. But 
he knew nothing about Ic LL^guc, nothing about 
the oyster hj*hoiy or cidture; in short, lie was just 
as instructive aa my first Briochin. He did know 
that inofit of the ships in harhour went to New- 
foundland to fi?b i hut here hu kn€wlcd^ of le 
Lt^gue ended. 1 tried hiin in many ways aa we 
passed aleufT the baiiki* of the UoilH. But either 
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liM fund of intelligence wa» impenetrable (tM»it|p, 
encaaod in his llreton caution), or he bad Donei 
With my friend the mariner I determined to be veiy 
CftiitiotJs» He was «Hid to be the moiit oonHiEli^rubla 
oyster dealer m tliis locality> uud I hnd already 
proved liim to l)e wary and airtful under all hi* bluff- 
ncs» and henniucss of manner. Before we lav th« 
&jnou9 Bay of St. Brieuc, which had Ijcen dcvcrjbcd 
aa BO admirably adapted in &I1 it«pccts for the propft ' 
gation and cultiird of the oyster. Under tho 
windows, hy ptepiiig between serried rnnkkof empty 
Ijottlcs, I could see the Utile flert i>f oyster boata, 
and at a distance tbe Uoveruini?nt cruiaer or jtimch€ 
ready to follow tlie fleet, and to enforce the cbscrrancfi 
of the regTilatioiis e^taHliahod by GovGrnraent, 

Oyster dredging h eiirried on on the French Goa«t 
in boats manned each by four or five men, and urmod 
with four or five drcHgcs. Tf»e p4mche overlooks 
tho fishing, nud gives the signal when the dredges 
are to ho hauled in; and the fishing is at an end for 
the day. These oyeters arc sorted and deposited in 
pnrcjt or rlalrift, as they call them at Mnr*tiine«» to 
educate and perfect them for tbe ffourmefg naarkot. 
It h said that the miitnre of fresh and salt water^ 
lilcc that which coven tbe oyster pam of O^tend 
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and DicppCj is piirticulnrly favoiirtible to the perfeo- 
tion of the flavour of the oyster, Mauy of the 
oyiiters whir.k Are greened at MarcnneB ore rauglit 
off this and off the Norman coast j but the hc*t 
Marennes oysters are those which afe gathered from 
the rocks or dredged on the banks of thut locality. 
Oysters carried from other places — from t\\\H hny, 
for inatauce — and brouglit up hi the clatrts of 
Harennee, are never equal in flavour to the iiutivo 
Marenncs. I may here remark that the difference 
between an oyster claire and an oyster pare is tliia — 
an oyster /jtivc receive* frt'^ah wattr ht i-ai:h title — 
that is, it is open always to the ebb and ilow ; 
wlierea* the famona claires of Mareunea are re- 
pleuislied only at the hij;h tides of the full and acw 
moon. 

In 1858, M. Costc described the sad decline of 
the oyater flsheriea on tlie coaats of France. Of 
this hny, )ic rcmnrked eniphrttioally that its solid 
and invariably clean banks adtuirabiy adapted it to 
be the scene of a most fiouri«hiag eystcr fishery. 
Ho lamented, at the same time, that, ovin^ t^ the 

rbarous mode of drodgiD^ irhich had so loiig been 
practiced, the number of its productive oyster banks 
bad dwindled IroDi fifteen to three. He made 
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equivalent rcnvfcs tm tbc orstcr banks of Ls 
RochcUe and Marennei, of Bochcfoit and of the 
kluulu of B^ ftnc) Ol^roD. It vwi these rerdationa 
of « declnu&g indtL^try tliat lod to ihn inuncrnoti in 
xhh bty of three miUions of ojratera from Cancde, 
ei^lit years nga, at the direction and expense of the 
Govcrnment- 

In BIX iQontHs, we are told, the baj na covered 
with vpttt. The expenmeiit iras considered to be ao 
completely sucecssful that the Govcromeat repeated 
it in tbe rovUtead of Toulon, At Cettea, in tlie Bay 
of ArcKclionf aiid in Uic Islaud of R^- According to 
M. Fij^cr, in the Biy of AKachonmnd in tin: laLand 
of Ki the oyster fisherr haa taken gigantic propor* 
dons, and as!*oct&tioiiB liave heeu long since formed 
for the metbodical culbvation of the uystcr in the 
newly established /wrc9. Two model establishtneata 
vere set up — otie in the laland of R^, and the other 
at ArcihcKon^ In the Bay of Arcachon 400 hectares 
of diore vret^ let out to £peculaton who had associ- 
ated themselves with fiahenneu. Three years aiiice, 
the»e fiahennen took, in bx tides, and off half the 
mltivnt^d fj^rouftd, 16,000,000 of oyalcrt — more tJum 
both Cancale and Granville yielded that season. In 
the lahind of B^, M. Co«tc rcporu that, under die 
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Icaroed care of Dr. Kemmercr, and the direction of 
M, Tayeau, of the imperial navy^ the yield of oyatera 
wa« almost boiuidless* At the timti of Ids reporting 
there were some 70,000,(M)0 rcinly for TOArket. He 
lettvea the public lo judj^e tlie vuJue of oyster culture 
After tkuse experimenbt, reckoning the ^rlce of tlic 
marketable oyatcroiily at £1 aterliog per thousand. 
M. Felix Hemcat, a profcBsor at the Cha^tal Col- 
legej viaited tlie niodtrl oyster pare iit Arcaehon laHt 
August, (1865]. According to bis printed expe- 
rience, in this breeding pafc, dUpo^ed in aUeys and 
in hives, which coit^lst of prcrpared tilca piled oue 
across the otlier, oyster breeding \if carried ou with 
great success. The Bpat coUocts in abundance u|)on 
these tile^. About 300 young oyaters will assemble 
titi each tile, and tbijre arc thirty tilea to the hivu. Tliis 
[gives a produce of 9,000 oysters to the biTe, for eacli 
breediug season- Thtrc arc about 300 of these hives 
in the pare. It is conaequt^utly capable of pi-oducing 
more than 3,O00/)O0 of uyslers. As soon Bb the 
brood ha^t settled on the tiles, and tLe yeung oyster 
is forn^cd, the bives, wbicb are held together by 
8takc4 and stringa^ are diaperttcU, aud tbe tilcn are 
spread over itic bottom of the parc^ The oysters 
Are, later, detached &om the tiles and spread over 
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tliG pare. When they are three y cam old tbejr arc 
ripe for cousumptiou. M^ Hcmctit shrewdly argues 
that thia jjffrc, where tlie breeding and the culture of 
the oyster are carried on together, ib a great improve* 
Tnei:t oil the more troublesome snd waflieful plan of 
breeding the oysters in open bays, aud then cairyiBg 
them to adiBtance to bGcultivntcd \\\ jmrcn. 

A few words on the green oyster- ProfcMor 
Uement boldly states as a notohona fact that the 
greciiDeas of the oyster is produecd hj sickneas, the 
eicknees 1>euig the conseqiLence of the oyster^A con- 
Hueinctit in a baeiit where there is uut a constant 
cliangeof tvater. M. Figuier is of adifibrcnt opinion. 
Speaking paj-tic-ularly of the perfect Mareuiies oyster, 
h6 eaye that tHo green co1ouri:tg substance whioli 
allghtly tinges it di£E\;ra chemically from all the 
iinimul or vegetable colouring substances which have 
been yet analysed. In the intestinal canal of the 
oyfltcr the groea tint is hardly to be detected. 

So much for the experience and cspcrimeats of 
the learned — of professors and academicians. I was 
now in the prescnee, not of a professor or a scientific 
man^ but of a downright practical, hard-headed 
fishermftti^ who had dredged c^loraon the St. Brieruc 
banks, and had driven good bargains in other peopled 
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dretlging ashore. Hi& entreaty that I would pmi&kc 
of Ilk soup gave me the opportunity uf introducing 
the oyster quPstion in an otf-hond manner. T was 
afraid I could itot niauage Boup &o early iu tlie day, 
but I could eat a few oysters if any were to he had. 
Yes. he had oysters. The mau in the blou!*e (who 
vaa still «ipj)iiig brandy ofierod to him Again and 
again hy the mariuer) laughed, and Hald I had come 
to the right place for oysters at any rate. Presently 
Q pyramid of enormous, rugged. shapclcHs shells was 
placed before mo, with a kuito and a lump of hrowii 
hread. 

*' There arti oysters," said the mariner a little con- 
temptuously, " if you prefer thera to my rtoiip." 

They were juet wrenched a littlej the upper from 
the lower shell, so that the eonfiumer could insert 
hia thumbs, and with a long pull and a strong pull 
draw the shells asunder. The result of thit touring 
was a mutilated, unsightly Ii&h, But a Frcuchmaii 
cut* tlie parts adlieriug, aLd tumbles the tfv?'6m into 
his raoutli. Surely these were the fumou.^ pi(^ds de 
chevai {Oatrea hi/fpoj>us] ^ The maviner watched me 
fumbling over the mour^d of shells witli gteat amuse- 
ment, argiitg me the while to try «ome parncularly 
fine white wine he hud, wliieh would strongly recom- 
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oicud tbem to tliv etoniucli. 1 luaetitt^ii, mid wa» 
presented with & bottle of very ordinary Bcrgentc, 
two-thirds of which the mariner, graciously assisted 
by the bibiilouH hlr>ii»G, did me ih^ honour of COQ-^ 
Bumiug. My luoi^icut for iutjuiry Jjad come, I re- 
marked that St. llrieuc wus a rciiowued place for 
oysters. The mariner shrugged hia shoalder^ and 
GOiupluiucd of the grcfljiiuiaB of the £rewocd, quotmg 
an old, old proverb — 

" Pain ftais ct hois yopt 
MettetJt la ouinou h traver*-" 



But I stuck to my point. He adimttcd that St. 
Brifinc was thmoits for its oysters. I playfiilly 
suggested that perhaps the holy Eoan from Britaiu 
who landed here Ibiirtecu cciiturieft ago, to preach 
the Word of God in Arraorica, was tempted hither 
by the fame of the oystera in the bay. Tie miuiDcr 
would not be playful on the subject- 1 priKXcdcd 
to touch upon the esperimeats in ostreiculture of 
late years. Thcu I nicntioncil the iiuuk; of M. Costc- 
StiU the tuAriuerwaa silent. Yea, he knew M. Costs'* 
uaoie perfectly well. At last I asked dlrt^etly how it 
fared in the matter of oysters ill the Bay of St. Bricuc't' 
The loariuervfasuow loud and emphatic enough. Ue 
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answered, "Before M. Co!*t«'ft time I sold ojrstcnt 
fifr, per 1,(KK), After they hod beguu I sold them 
SOfr,, 80fir. per 1,000. Theu 1 sold them 40fr., 50fr., 
|jer 1,000, aud now flOfr.— OOfr./' lie repeated, hold- 
ing Ilia finger up before mej atid slinking it. lliia 
waa bis anawer — the only aiiflwcr I could get — and 
^iras the beist^ tUe amplest iufunaatioii at hand. 
rig:uier ohaerves in his excellent work, "La Vie 
€t les Mo&urs (lea Aniroaux/' recently publLtUed : — 
" There waa only one danger to the aucceas of ostiei- 
culturo in op&u bavB, and it hua alrcadjr overcome 
some attempts. We mean the violence of the cur- 
rents which disturb the bottom of the aean Three 
currents may tioinittinR's carry iifT thft a^tut, and %tt 
take away an entire Karveet of oyfttcre. Strong 
currents appear to have done groat barm to the 
catabUflhnienta of the Island of Ri" Have they 
earned off the aput trom St. Bricsuc also ? or is there 
a failure of tminsuiu here, us nloug unr uwii southern 
sfiorcs ? 1 ain aurc my Breton will not tronljle him- 
self with the inquiry. He posaibly tliiti];;^ tiiat the 
artificial stocking of bnaks dues more harcn tliim any 
number of diedgus. You sec that regulations, laffs, 
and hye-laws have not prevailed oyster* rising to 
5Dfr. per 1,000, even her© I 



8SS 



THEOUOH N-QHUAh'DY 4ND BKITTAXY. 



Shall wc convert our neighboars to the idea of 
complete freedom ou all fit^liiug grouuds? Espcrons, 

My portrait of the Breton manner \nll uot be 
complete without the fa^t that before 1 took leufe 
of liim he curefullj made out hia Uitle bill, and 
included in it, io the mo&t gracioii& and hearty 
txiannerj the cxpoiioen of the entire c^jmpan/. 

The <rou«t* of JSormaudy and BrittJiny are oeld- 
bratcd for the vast quantities of musaeU vhicli tb^ 
yield, under earefnl (-uldvation ; but into this la- 
dmtry I cunaot, for the present at leaat, enter — 
much as I am tempted by the learned Figuier, who 
stys; "The mussel i» the mperior of the oyster in 
the matter of iuteUigenoe," 
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